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In a massive setback to the
Gujarat Government, the
Supreme Court on Monday
quashed the remission it had
granted to 11 convicts in the
high-profile gang-rape case of
Bilkis Bano and the killing of
her seven family members,
while slamming the state for
being “complicit” with an
accused and abusing its
discretion. It ordered all the
convicts, who were released
prematurely on Independence
Day in 2022, to be sent back
to jail within two weeks.
Excoriating the  Gujarat
Government, the apex court
said it “usurped” the power of
the Maharashtra Government
to grant remission to the
convicts.

It held as nullity the May 13,
2022 judgment of another
bench of the apex court,

which had directed the
Gujarat  Government to
consider the remission

applications of the 11 convicts
in the case, saying it was
obtained by “playing fraud on
court”.

“This is a classic case where
the order of this court dated
May 13, 2022, has been used
for violating the rule of law
while passing orders of
remission in favour of
respondent nos 3 to 13
(convicts) in the absence of
any jurisdiction by the State of
Gujarat. Therefore, without
going into the manner in
which the power of remission
has been exercised, we strike
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IN THE SOUTH?

down the orders of remission
on the ground of usurpation
of powers by the State of
Gujarat not vested in it. The
orders of remission are hence
quashed,” a bench of Justices
BV Nagarathna and Ugjjal
Bhuyan said.

It asked whether “heinous
crimes against women permit
remission” irrespective of the
faith she may follow or creed
she may belong to.

Bilkis Bano was 21 years old
and five months pregnant
when she was raped while
fleeing the horror of the
communal riots that broke
out after the Godhra train
burning incident in February
2002. Her three-year-old
daughter was among the
seven family members killed.
In its 251-page judgment, the
Supreme Court said the

BNP REJECTS ‘DUMMY

POLLS’ IN BANGLADESH

Gujarat Government had no
jurisdiction to entertain the
applications for remission of
sentences and only the
government of the State
where the offenders were
sentenced was competent to
consider an application for
remission and pass an order.
“Government of State of
Gujarat (respondent No. 1
herein) had no jurisdiction to
entertain the applications for
remission or pass the orders
of remission on August 10,
2022 in favour of respondent
No. 3 to 13 (convicts) herein
as it was not the appropriate
government  within  the
meaning of sub-section (7) of
Section 432 of the CrPC,” the
bench said.

The Supreme Court said just
as an order passed by a court
without jurisdiction is a
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nullity, in the same vein, an
order passed or action taken
by an authority lacking in
jurisdiction is a nullity and is
non est (does not exist) in the
eye of law.

“On that short ground alone
the orders of remission have
to be quashed. This aspect of
competency of the
Government of State of
Gujarat to pass the impugned
orders of remission goes to
the root of the matter and the
impugned orders of remission
are lacking in competency
and hence a nullity. The writ
petition filed by the victim
would have to succeed on
this reasoning,” the bench
said.

The top court said if the
Gujarat Government really
had in mind the provisions of
law and had adhered to the

rule of law, it would have
filed a review petition against
the May 13, 2022 judgment
of another bench of the apex
court by contending that it
was not the appropriate
government.

While holding as nullity the
May 13, 2022 judgment of
the apex court, which had
directed the Gujarat
Government to consider the
remission applications of the
11 convicts, the Supreme
Court said on Monday it was
obtained by “playing fraud
on court”

In its previous verdict, a
bench comprising Justices
Ajay Rastogi (now retired)
and Vikram Nath had asked
the Gujarat Government to
consider the plea of convict
Radheshyam  Shah  for
premature release in terms of
its remission policy of July 9,
1992, holding that the
Government of the State
where the offence had taken
place has the jurisdiction to
decide the application.

On Monday, the top court
noted that Shah had initially
approached the Gujarat High
Court in 2019 for a direction
to consider his application
for remission.

“By order dated July 17, 2019
the High Court disposed of
Criminal Application by
observing that he should
approach the appropriate
Government being the State
of Maharashtra. His second
such application before the
Gujarat High Court was also
dismissed in 2020, it said.
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Maldives loses traction,
tourists head to lakshadweep

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

In the midst of an
escalating dispute
between India and the
Maldives, the hashtag
#BoycottMaldives  gained
traction on social media as
Indian  tourists  began

canceling their scheduled
vacations to the island
nation. The travel agency
firm  EaseMyTrip  has
suspended all  flight
bookings to the Maldives on
its  website, while the
Confederation of All India
Traders has urged traders
and exporters to refrain
from conducting business
dealings with the Maldives.
The Indian Association of
Tour Operators predicts that
the repercussions of recent
events and the call for a
boycott  will  become
apparent within the next 20-
25 days. Meanwhile,
MakeMyTrip announced on
Monday that it has observed
a 3,400 per cent increase in
on-platform searches for
Lakshadweep ever since
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to the islands.

In a series of posts on the
social media platform X,
EaseMyTrip CEO Nishant
Pitti said, “The water and
beaches of Lakshadweep are
as good as those in
Maldives/Seychelles. We, at
@EaseMyTrip, will come up

with crasy special offers to

promote  this  pristine
destination that our PM
@narendramodi has

recently visited!”

The EaseMyTrip CEO also
urged travellers “to discover
the enchanting beauty of
Ayodhya and the pristine
allure of Lakshadweep” and
encouraged them to “say no
to Maldives bookings and
explore the wonders of
Ayodhya and Lakshadweep”
Indian tourists constituted
the highest number of
visitors to the Maldives until
December 2023, according
to data from the country’s
tourism ministry. Out of the
total 17.57 lakh tourists who
travelled to the island
nation, India had the
highest share in terms of the
number of visitors at
2,09,198 lakh, followed by
Russia (2,09,146) and China
(1,87,118). The number was
more than 2.4 lakh in 2022,
while over 2.11 lakh Indians
flew to the Maldives in

2021. The Maldives was also
one of the few countries

open for international
tourists during the
pandemic, and nearly

63,000 Indians visited the
country in that period.

In 2018, India was the fifth-
largest source of tourist
arrivals in the Maldives,
with 90,474 visitors. In
2019, India reached the
second spot with nearly
double the number
(1,66,030).

The Indian Chamber of
Commerce (ICC) has urged
all tour and flight operators to
boycott the Maldives and
redirect their focus to the
Lakshadweep and Andaman
Islands. Additionally, the ICC
has called upon the Federation
of Hotel & Restaurant
Associations of India and the
Hotel Association of India to

explore investment
opportunities in the
Lakshadweep Islands,

promising better returns
compared to the Maldives.

JD(U)

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA B
NEW DELHI

Nitish Kumar-led JD(U),
the major stakeholder of
the INDIA bloc, threw a span-
ner into the ongoing process of
talks over seat sharing between
the Congress and other con-
stituents of the coalition on
Monday.

The allocation of seats has
become pivotal for the
Congress after the recent set-
back in the Assembly polls
when the party had planned to
flex its muscles but had to set-
tle with only one spectacular
win in Telangana. Major stake-
holders like TMC, Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena, and
now the JD(U-RJD combine
have asserted their intention to
contest on more seats.

raps Congress for bid to usurp INDIA turf

Simultaneously, JD(U) has also
questioned why the Congress is
organising a Yatra of its own
instead of turning it into a show
of strength by the entire
Opposition. The remark refers
to Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra scheduled to be under-
taken from January 14 to
March 20.

Senior JD(U) leader and party
spokesman KC Tyagi said that
the Congress should focus
where it is strong and should
not press for States like Bihar
where JD(U) and RJD are
strong. Congress is part of an
alliance with JD(U), RJD, and
left parties in the Nitish Kumar-
led Government in Bihar.

It is allright for Congress to
desire to contest on more seats
where they are strong, but it is

completely impractical if they
demand more seats in States
where they are not in a power-
ful position,” Tyagi said.

He mentioned that both the
ruling alliance partners —
JD(U and RJD — are strong
and in a position to counter the
BJP in Bihar, hence there will
be no compromise on this.
Nitish, who has been aiming to
be the convener of the bloc,
axed his trusted man Lalan
Singh from the post of the
party’s presidentship last week.
The former is believed to be
annoyed with the latter’s grow-
ing proximity to RJD and
Congress. Nitish was also dis-
pleased when, in the last
INDIA bloc meeting, Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge
became a talking point for the
Prime Ministerial candidate.

In fact, Nitish had walked out

from the NDA and was instru-
mental in forming the
Opposition coalition with high

ambitions to be the PM candi-
date against the BJP led by PM
Narendra Modi.

JD(U) also expressed displea-

sure at the delay by Congress in
appointing a convener for the
INDIA bloc.

Tyagi said that Kharge’s
announcement that the INDIA
alliance would meet in “10 to
15 days” to decide appoint-
ments to key posts has not
“been well-received” by the
party. He noted that the INDIA
bloc is “running out of time
and ideas” to counter the BJP.
Tyagi emphasised that while
the BJP has gained an advan-
tage over the Opposition with
a significant build-up for the
Ram Temple inauguration, the
Opposition also needs to pre-
sent a compelling counter-nar-
rative, especially regarding the
demand for a caste census and
other issues.

In preparation for the 2024 Lok
Sabha election, Congress has

initiated seat-sharing talks in
some States with like-minded
parties within the INDIA bloc.
Sources indicate that senior
leaders of the party have been
instructed to engage with lead-
ers from other alliance parties,
and talks with some parties
have already commenced
The Congress National
Alliance Committee discussed
the seat-sharing formula for
Bihar with RJD Rajya Sabha
MP Manoj Jha on Sunday. The
meeting took place at the res-
idence of Congress leader and
convener of the Congress
National Alliance Committee,
Mukul Wasnik, in the nation-
al capital. NAC members
Ashok Gehlot and Salman
Khurshid were also present.
Additionally, Congress leaders
held a meeting with func-

tionaries of the JMM’s Odisha
unit to discuss the sharing of
seats for the Lok Sabha elec-
tions and Assembly polls,
which are being held simulta-
neously in the state.

Sources indicate that this was
the preliminary round of meet-
ings, involving an exchange of
views on the strengths and
weaknesses of both parties, as
well as major stakeholders like
JD(U and other INDIA bloc
partners in the State. “It was a
meeting between the Congress
and RJD, and similar separate
meetings will be held between
the Congress and JD(U and
Left partners. Reaching a con-
sensus on such aspects takes
time as it is a tedious process
considering the minutest of
electoral factors,” explained a
Congress office bearer.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday said
that an empowered India
would be ensured when the
poor, farmers, women, and
youth are empowered.
Noting that his government
has made all-round efforts to
alleviate the difficulties of
farmers, and beneficiaries
has received 30,000 crore
under the PM Kisan
Samman  Nidhi, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
mentioned that the
governments in the past had
a “narrow ambit” regarding
issues linked to farmers.

The Prime Minister
highlighted that Toor or
Arhar dal farmers can now
sell their produce directly to
the government online,
ensuring purchases at MSP
and better prices in the
market. The scope of this
scheme will be extended to
other pulses as well, he
added. “Our effort is to make
the money we send abroad to
buy pulses available to the
farmers of the country;” said
the Prime Minister.
Addressing the Viksit Bharat
Sankalp Yatra (VBSY) via
video conferencing, Modi
said the biggest objective of
the Yatra is to ensure that no
rightful ~ beneficiary  of
government schemes is left

Thousands of Viksit

out.
Bharat  Sankalp  Yatra
beneficiaries from across the
country, along with Union
Ministers, MPs, MLAs, and
local-level representatives,
joined the event.

Prime Minister Modi noted
that the Viksit Bharat Sankalp
Yatra recently completed 50
days and has connected with
about 11 crore people. “Vikas
Bharat Sankalp Yatra has
become not only the
Government’s journey but
also the country’s journey,” he
said. The Prime Minister
mentioned, “Modi  Ki
Guarantee ki Gadi is reaching
every nook and corner of the
country. The poor, who spent
their lives waiting to benefit
from government schemes,
are experiencing meaningful

change today. The
Government is reaching the
doorsteps of the beneficiaries
and proactively providing
benefits. Along with Modi Ki
Guarantee ki Gadi,
government offices and
people’s representatives are
reaching the people”
Referring to the buss about
“Modi ki guarantee,” the
Prime Minister emphasised
the mission-mode approach
to cover beneficiaries and
highlighted the link between
the resolution of “Viksit
Bharat” (developed Bharat)
and the saturation of scheme
coverage.

Earlier, Modi interacted with
beneficiaries of Viksit Bharat
Sankalp Yatra via video
conferencing, where they
praised government

initiatives. Prime Minister
Modi  highlighted  the
enduring struggles of the
poor, youth, women, and
farmers over many
generations. “Our
government aims to spare
present and future
generations  from  the
hardships endured by earlier
ones. We aspire to liberate a
significant portion of the
population from the daily
struggles for basic needs;
Modi said.

“For us, the empowerment of
the poor, farmers, women,
and youth is paramount.
These are the four primary
pillars of our nation. When
these segments are
empowered, the country will
become stronger,” he said.
Since the Yatra began, we

Empowering poor, women must for a Strong India: PM

have received 12 lakh new
applications for Ujjwala
connections, along with
numerous applications for
Suraksha Bima Yojana,
Jeevan Jyoti Yojana, and PM
SVANidhi, Modi reported.
Highlighting the Yatra’s
impact, the Prime Minister
mentioned health checkups
for over two crore people,
including one crore TB
checkups and 22 lakh sickle
cell checkups. Doctors are
reaching the doorsteps of the
poor, Dalits, deprived, and
tribals, overcoming
challenges faced by previous
governments, Modi said.

He emphasised Ayushman
Yojna, providing I5 lakh

health insurance, free
dialysis, and  low-cost
medicines at Jan Aushadhi
Kendras. “Ayushman
Aarogya Mandirs across the
country  have  become

significant health centres for
villages and the poor”

Modi  underscored  the
government’s impact on
women empowerment,
citing loans through the
Mudra  Yojna, women
serving as Bank Mitras,
Pashu Sakhis, and Asha
workers. Over the last
decade, 10 crore women have
joined self-help groups,
receiving over 7.5 lakh

crore. As a result, many
sisters have become
‘Lakhpati Didis’

Swindlers invoke business
tycoons to con gullible

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN M KOCHI

massive fraud is

underway through social
media, aiming to deceive
gullible Indians of their hard-
earned savings. The modus
operandi of these fly-by-night
operators is to exploit the
words of industrialist Ratan
Tata and corporate wizards
NR Narayana Murthy and
Nandan Nilekani, who are
allegedly endorsing a business
proposal by a company called
BTC Ai Evex. This company
claims to be an automated
trading platform aimed at
improving the lives of regular
Indians.
Vijay Mohan Valiathan, a
leading chartered accountant
in Kerala, told The Pioneer
that the entire operation reeks
of a major financial scam and
deceit.
The company, BTC Ai Evex,
in advertisements disguised
as news reports, quotes
Narayana Murthy addressing
an investors meeting (with
the date and place of the
meeting remaining a mystery)
and attributes to him the
statement: “BTC Ai Evex is
our brainchild, offering
substantial earning potential
for countless Indians.”

The advertisement,
presenting itself as a news
report, claims that the

publication featuring the
news decided to revisit a few
details related to investing on
Narayana Murthy’s platform
and contacted the
entrepreneur on the same day.
The dubious report posted on
the portal of a leading
newspaper based in New
Delhi states, “Before doing so,
we agreed that we were
entitled to publish an
interview for our publication.
So now readers can listen to

our call with exclusive
information.”
“We began creating an

account on the official BTC
Ai Evex website. The process,
taking a mere 90 seconds,
revealed a reduced minimum
deposit, confirming Murthy’s
claims. With 321,000
deposited, our video operator
Rahul Kumar was promptly
assigned a personal manager
who provided insights, even
during the late evening hours.
“The following day witnessed
a surge in our balance to
332,385, a revelation that left
our team astounded.

Engaging our personal

manager, we delved into
understanding BTC Ai Evex
operations. Bolstered by this
confidence, we tested the
platform’s withdrawal
process, successfully
transferring funds to our
video  operator  Rahul
Kumar’s bank account within
minutes. The statement of
accounts issued by the public
sector Bank of India has been
posted to substantiate their
claim.

“Our internal investigation
unequivocally affirms BTC
Ai Evex authenticity. Without
any prior trading experience,
our team effortlessly accrued
323,886 in three days,” claims
the so-called news report.
“Key advantages include
accessibility, simplicity,
responsive client support,
minimal risk, and
unwavering trustworthiness,”
claims the so-called news
report.

Two  questions  remain
unanswered. If individuals of
the calibre of Ratan Tata,
Narayana Murthy, and Nandan
Nilekani were to make claims
like this, it would make national
headlines, but no mainstream
media has carried the claims by
these celebrities. Similarly, any
system developed by Infosys
that could make people rich
overnight would have made
national headlines.
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Police SEBK I‘Blllallll for 8|IIIII|IBI‘ tll uncover links with notorious don Akhilesh Singh

PNS : JAMSHEDPUR

law enforcement authori-

ties are looking forward to
obtaining a remand for
Harish Singh, a known shoot-
er, to delve into his connec-
tions with the notorious don,
Akhilesh Kumar. The decision
to grill Harish Singh on his
involvement and association
with the criminal mastermind
was made apparent during a
press briefing by the senior
police officials.

Harish Singh, who was
apprehended under dramatic
circumstances from a hotel in
Rajgir, Bihar, is believed to
have crucial information
regarding the activities and
network of Akhilesh Singh.
The police, under the leader-
ship of City SP Mukesh
Lunayat, orchestrated a

In a strategic move, the

meticulous operation that led
to Harish Singh's arrest on

January 3.
During the press confer-

ence, Senior SP Kishore
Kaushal shed light on the

impending 1nterr0gat10n of
Harish Singh, stating, "The
decision to take Harish Singh
on remand is a crucial step in
our ongoing efforts to disman-
tle the criminal infrastructure
associated with Akhilesh
Singh. Harish is believed to be
a key player in Akhilesh's
operations, and his insights
can prove instrumental in
uncovering hidden facets of
organized crime in the
region."

Harish Singh, who had
been operating under a fake
identity, attempted to evade
arrest by presenting a forged
Aadhaar card. However, the
police, employing mobile sur-
veillance and their investiga-
tive acumen, tracked him
down, leading to his capture.

A resident of East Plant
Bustee in  Burmamines,
Harish Singh is implicated in

30 criminal cases registered
in and around Jamshedpur.
His activities include extor-
tion, armed attacks, making
threatening calls, and involve-
ment in multiple murders.
Harish Singh's association
with Akhilesh Kumar, who is
currently serving time in
Dumka central jail, adds an
additional layer of complexity
to the ongoing investigations.

As Harish Singh is taken
into police custody for
remand, the authorities aim
to extract vital information
that could aid in understand-
ing the criminal dynamics
orchestrated by Akhilesh
Kumar. The move under-
scores the commitment of the
police force to unraveling
criminal networks and ensur-
ing the swift and effective
administration of justice in
the region. The interrogation

nation 02

is expected to provide crucial
insights into the notorious
activities orchestrated by
Akhilesh Kumar and his net-
work. Jamshedpur police had
apprehended Harish Singh, a
close associate and shooter
for the notorious gangster
Akhilesh Singh. Harish Singh,
who had been using a fake
identity, was arrested from a
hotel in Rajgir, Bihar, on
January 3, by a dedicated
police team led by City SP
Mukesh Lunayat. The crimi-
nal was brought back to
Jamshedpur on a transit
remand from Bihar.

Senior SP Kishore Kaushal
disclosed these details during
a press conference, shedding
light on the circumstances
surrounding Harish Singh's
arrest. According to Kaushal,
the police discovered Harish
Singh's whereabouts through

mobile surveillance, leading
to the successful operation in
Rajgir.

Harish Singh had been
staying at the hotel using the
fake identity of "Ajay Kumar"
and attempted to mislead the
police by presenting a forged
Aadhaar card with the same
name. However, the diligent
police team, under City SP
Mukesh Lunayat's leadership,
managed to track him down
and apprehend him.
Subsequent  interrogation
confirmed Harish Singh's true
identity.

Due to Harish Singh's per-
sistent criminal activities,
including his notorious role in
extorting money from busi-
nessmen, the Director-
General of Police (DGP),
Jharkhand, had declared a
bounty of Rs 40,000 on his
head in the year 2020.

XLRI's MAXI Fair: Bollywood
singer Shaan to perform

PNS: JAMSHEDPUR

B -school XLRI is gearing
up for the 44th edition of
the much-awaited MAXI Fair,
fondly known as ‘The
Jamshedpur Mela.” This
year's extravaganza is set to
take place on January 20 and
21, 2024, at the football
ground of XLRI Jamshedpur.
The MAXI Fair is not just an

event; it's a tradition, a cele-
bration that unites the people
of Jamshedpur.

Spanning two days, the
Mela promises a diverse
range of events catering to all
age groups. From engaging
games for children to a shop-
ping paradise for adults, the
MAXI Fair aims to create last-
ing memories for families and
friends. Attendees can look

forward to a Bollywood con-
cert featuring the renowned
Shaan and Nakash Aziz,
promising a night of musical
enchantment on January 21.

“ This year's theme,
‘Marketing Mohalla," infuses
the entire fair with the magic
of marketing. The event's
decorations, activities, and
ambiance will transform the
fairground into a mini-town
celebrating the wonders of
marketing that have shaped
our world,” said an official.

As XLRI approaches its
Platinum Jubilee year, the
44th MAXI Fair is poised to
be bigger and better than
ever before. The fair boasts a
lineup of guest speaker ses-
sions, food stalls offering
delectable treats, thrilling
rides for adventure enthusi-
asts, and a chance to win
exciting gifts and prizes.

To ensure a memorable
experience for every member
of the family, the MAXI Fair
organizers are dedicated to
providing detailed informa-

tion about tickets and sched-
ules.

XLRI became a pioneer in
the field of disguised market-
ing research when Fr. Oswald
Mascarenhas conceptualized
the research and Prof.
Sharad Sarin scaled it up to
include the entire city of
Jamshedpur in the format of
MAXI Fair for the first time.
Building on that formidable
legacy of more than 40 years,
MAXI Fair has stood the test
of time, grown, and constant-
ly evolved with changing
trends in marketing and
research. MAXI Fair is a one
of a kind concept, where dis-
guised marketing research is
conducted through gamifica-
tion by students, in associa-
tion with partner companies.
In the past, insights from
MAXI Fair have been imple-
mented by some of the
biggest names in the market-
ing industry such as
Hindustan Unilever, ITC,
Mondelez, and others in their
marketing endeavours.

'Tourists to swear on paper not to
offer outside food to wild animals'

PNS : DALTONGANJ

ourists  visiting Betla

National Park are to
swear on a plain paper, con-
tent of which will be typed
there already, that they 'will
not offer any eatable like bis-
cuits, bananas, guavas, mix-
ture etc to any wild life here
in the tiger reserve Palamu.'

The swearing note to be
signed by the tourist will be in
three languages Hindi,
Bengali and English and a
tourist will have all the free-
dom to put his her signature
in any of the three languages.

The swearing note will
have a plain but firm text. It is
to be adhered to and not to
disregard it.

It is that no food or food
item will be given to wild life
by the tourist. The head of the
tourist team is to sign this

swearing note mentioning his,
her cell phone number and
state from where they have
come over here.

Deputy director north divi-
sion of the tiger reserve
Palamu P K Jena said "We are
too vexed with the problem.
Tourists in their sheer rapture
or ecstasy offer food, fruits
and food stuff to wild life spe-
cially monkeys and langurs
here."

These monkeys are now so
obsessed with human food
that they just keep waiting for
it to come to them from the
tourists and tourists too are
most obliging little realising
that such 'food offers' have
made monkeys change their
tastes drastically added Jena.

Jena said "No one has any
business to ride over others'
food habits. So let wildlife
have its own food. They have

plenty of items for them in the
jungles, fresh and full of
nature's vigour."

Jena said "We will urge
every tourist to sign a written
pledge not to give any food,
fruit or foodstuff to any wild
life. This can be seen as bene-
ficial to wildlife instead of tak-
ing it as any infringement of
their joy and rapture."

"The PTR has high respect
for the sentiments of its
tourists. It ensures that
tourists enjoy every single
moment here but when it
comes to wild life, their food
habits and behaviour, PTR is
equally unambiguous to
ensure that wild life remains
a wild life in all the sense
instead of eating from pouch-
es and packets or trying to
drink from bottled water."

Jena said "Let monkeys
have their own food. It should

not be given junk food. It's the
moral responsibility of all of
us to see that the food habits
of wild life don't change."

Residents of Betla said the
monkeys look like 'addicts'
outside ready to eat food
meant for humans. When
they find no such freebies
coming to them, they become
aggressive. They grind their
teeth and make angry sounds.
It's very dangerous both ways
for the monkeys themselves
and the tourists."

"Monkeys behave like
drug addicts. Their mood
enlivens when they get free-
bies. They sulk when no out-
side food is there for them"
said the residents.

Sources said the PTR has
hit upon a very novel and
effective means to dissuade
tourists from offering food to
the wild life.

DC passenger
train to he rein-
troduced despite
warning of DGMS

PANKAJ : DHANBAD

As the railway authorities
of Dhanbad Rail Division
gear up for the relaunch,
the  most demanded
D h anbad -
Chandrapura(DC) passen-
ger train after a gap of
seven years, the Director
General of Mines Safety
(DGMS)has once again
sounded an alert.

The DGMS has said that
the Dhanbad -
Chandrapura railway line
is under threat of subsi-
dence owing to under-
ground mines fire.

Director General
Prabhat Kumar said this on
Sunday during the 123rd
foundation day function.
Whereas the railways is all
set to relaunch aforemen-
tioned trains from January
10 on much demand of the
public.

It's worth mentioning
that DGMS had recom-
mended the suspension of
train services on this line
on June 15, 2017 on this
due to the potential risk of
fire under the tracks along
the route.Then total of 26
passenger and express
trains along with some
goods trains were suspend-
ed on this route.

The route was opened
again on the basis of DGMS
report on February 6/ 2019
just ahead of the last Lok
Sabha elections.

However, baring
Dhanbad - Chandrapura
train, others returned on
tracts, now this train is
scheduled to be inaugurat-
ed on coming Wednesday
from Dhanbad station for
Chandrapura at around 5
PM

Local MP PN Singh is
likely to flag off this train
according to the Divisional
railway officer, however
amidst warning of DGMS.

Session on 24 Macro
Economic predictions for 2024

PNS : JAMSHEDPUR

Renowned economist
Professor S. S. Goel took cen-
ter stage at Motilal Nehru
Public School (MNPS), deliver-
ing a thought-provoking ses-
sion on the 24 macroeconom-
ic predictions for the upcom-
ing year, 2024. The event gar-
nered the attention of a
diverse audience, including
teachers, students of class 11
and 12, and the esteemed
executive committee of U P
Sangh.

The session unfolded as a
captivating exploration of the
economic landscape, with
Professor Goel actively engag-
ing in a dynamic discussion
with the academic communi-
ty. The focus of the discourse
extended beyond convention-
al economic topics, delving
into the intersection of Al and
India's GDP. The attendees
had the unique opportunity to
gain insights into the evolving
economic trends and their
potential impact on various
sectors.

Beyond the realms of tra-
ditional economic discourse,
Professor Goel also provided
valuable insights on financial
planning post-retirement, tai-
loring his advice specifically
for educators. Emphasizing
the importance of holistic
well-being, he highlighted the
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correlation between fitness,
health, and the abundance of
opportunities. This holistic
approach to success resonat-
ed strongly with the audience,
creating a lasting impression
on the importance of a bal-
anced lifestyle.

MNPS, known for its com-
mitment to holistic education,
continues to bring distin-
guished experts like Professor
S. S. Goel to enrich the aca-
demic experience of its com-
munity. The interactive
nature of the session facilitat-
ed a lively exchange of ideas,
fostering a deeper under-
standing of the intricate
workings of the global econo-
my among the students and
teachers present.

The presence of Chairman

Akhilesh Dubey, Principal
Ashu Tiwary, Vice Principal
Rakhi Mitra, and members of
the executive committee of U
P Sangh added a significant
dimension to the event. Their
attendance underscored the
importance of collaboration
between academia and indus-
try in comprehending and
navigating the complex eco-
nomic landscape.

Undoubtedly, Professor S.
S. Goel's session at MNPS con-
tributed significantly to the
intellectual growth of the
attendees. The event provided
a unique opportunity for the
academic community to be
well-informed  about the
macroeconomic predictions
that may shape the year
2024.

Efforts being made to scare
us through ED: Gunjan Slngh

PNS : LOHARDAGA

Lohardaga District Mahila
Congress Maitri
Mahasammelan was organ-
ized. In which Mahila State
President Gunjan Singh,
Congress Lok Sabha in-
charge Sukhdev Bhagat were
present as the chief guests.
Mabhila Congress President
Seema Parveen presided over
the program. The first guests
present were honored with
garlands, bouquets and
shawls. The guests included
Congress Minority
Department President
Mozammil Ansari, NSUI
District Convenor Vinay
Oraon, Seva Dal's Pradeep
Vishwakarma and many
other dignitaries. On this
occasion, State Congress
President Gunjan Singh
addressed BJP as a party of
rapists. She said that the gov-
ernment is doing better work
in the state under the leader-
ship of Hemant Soren.

The situation in other
states is worse than
Jharkhand, but no one is
ready to speak on that sub-
ject. Gunjan Singh said that
efforts are being made to
scare us through ED and
other means. Which we are
not afraid of. In the coming
2024, the Congress party will

be re- estabhshed in both the
central and state elections. He
said that Jharkhand Pradesh
Mabhila Congress has passed
six resolutions. These include
giving 33 percent reservation
to the women of Mahila
Congress and Jharkhand in
the upcoming Lok Sabha,
Assembly and Rajya Sabha
elections, ensuring 50 percent
reservation to women in cen-
tral and state government,
semi-government and private
sector jobs, all kinds of people
working in centrally spon-
sored programs. To ensure
the minimum wages imple-
mented in the Labour
Department to the employees
of the Labour Department, to
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provide domestic cylinders in
the amount of Rs 500 to
women to save them from
inflation, to ensure reserva-
tion of OBC women and to
implement women's reserva-
tion with immediate effect.
This also includes forceful-
ly implementing the laws
made to end the curse of
witchcraft, dowry system, sex-
ual violence, inequality, feti-
cide and domestic violence
against women. On the occa-
sion, Lok Sabha in-charge
Sukhdev Bhagat said that
Congress is the only There is
a party which is a true well-
wisher of women. For the first
time, Congress appointed a
woman as party president,

chief minister, president,
prime minister, speaker and
on various other posts.
Expressing hope, he said that
half of the population will play
a major role in the upcoming
elections. On this occasion,
State Secretary Jagdeep
Bhagat, District Executive
President of Congress
Committee Haji Shakeel
Ahmed, District Council
Member Sandeep Kumar
Sahu, Pesharar District
Council Member Ruby
Kumari, District Vice
President Sarita Devi,
Congress leaders Shahid
Ahmed Bellu, Ghulam Jilani
and a large number of women
were present.

Experiential
learning trip
hy SBPS

Sarala Birla Public
School, Ranchi organized
a get together for the stu-
dents of Std. XII batch of
2023-24. The students
were taken for an
overnight trip to Kushal
Palli Resorts, Ayodhya
Hills, Purulia. It was a
fun-filled trip in which
the students participated
with great zeal and fer-
vour. The students joined
for a pool side party to
rejuvenate themselves
and played various games
and activities like Go
Carting, Basketball etc. In
the evening, a stand-up
comedian, Piyush Sharma
entertained them with
some rib-tickling jokes.
This was followed by the
students swaying to a
foot-tapping DJ night. To
culminate the night, they
participated in some
games and recollected the
memories of their journey
at SBPS. It was a new
learning experience for
the students which taught
them the qualities of
independence, team spir-
it, time-management, and
discipline.

Take action against bank managers
who approve less KCC: DC

VINOD PRASAD
LOHARDAGA

Under the chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner Dr.
Waghmare Prasad Krishna, a
meeting of  Agriculture,
Aatma, Farmer School,
Animal Husbandry, Fisheries,
Horticulture etc. was held in
the Collectorate Auditorium
on Monday. In the meeting,
first of all, information was
given by the District
Agriculture Officer about the
corrected and verified data
regarding distribution of
wheat, maize, gram, seeds
and agricultural loan waiver
under Rabi in the financial

year 2023-24. Information
about KCC applications pend-
ing and rejected at the bank
level was given. Instructions
were given to take necessary
action against the bank man-
ager who accepted less KCC.
In the Aapki Yojana Aapki
Sarkar Aapke Dwar program,
information was also given
about the  applications
received and executed of KCC.
Instructions were given to
complete the scheme on the
remaining land pending
against the target in the
Pradhan  Mantri  Krishi
Sinchai Yojana. In the meet-
ing, the work being done
under Krishak Pathshala was

discussed and necessary
instructions were given to the
District Agriculture Officer.
Information  about new
farmer producer groups
formed in the district under
NABARD was given. Besides,
new proposals were also dis-
cussed. Deputy Development
Commissioner Dilip Pratap
Singh Shekhawat, District
Agriculture Officer Shivpujan
Ram, DDM NABARD Sanjay
Trivedi, District Fisheries
Officer, District =~ Animal
Husbandry Officer, LDM
Navendu Kumar, District
Horticulture Officer Santosh
Pandey and others were pres-
ent in the meeting.

Narayana Health gets license to
operate as standalone insurance firm

PNS : JAMSHEDPUR
Narayana Health Insurance
Limited (Narayana Health), a
wholly-owned subsidiary of
NarayanaHrudayalaya
Limited (Narayana Health),
today announced that it has
received a license to operate
as a standalone health insur-
ance company from the
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (IRDAI).

“We are delighted to
receive the license to operate
as a standalone health insur-
ance company,” said Dr. Devi
Shetty, Founder and
Chairman of
NarayanaHrudayalaya and
Chairman of Narayana Health

Insurance. “This is a major
milestone for our company
and will allow us to achieve
our mission of making health-
care accessible to all. We are
grateful for the support of
IRDAI Chairman,
ShriDebasish Panda, and the
entire IRDAI team for their
guidance. This is the fastest
approval for a health insur-
ance license in recent times
and shows that the Regulator
and Government are serious
in their commitment to
increase insurance penetra-
tion across the country. We
are motivated by the vision of
Insurance for All by 2047 and
believe that our company can
play a significant role in
achieving this goal.”

Narayana Health
Insurance will focus on sim-
plifying health insurance by
creating comprehensive poli-
cies that are easy to under-
stand. The company will
leverage the investments
made by Narayana Health in
technology and Al over the
years to create personalized
care plans for its members
and manage risks better.

“This is an important step
in the evolution of Narayana
Health from a Hospital opera-
tor to an integrated care
provider,” said VirenShetty,
Vice Chairman of
NarayanaHrudayalaya
Limited and Director of
Narayana Health Insurance
Limited.
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PM heaps praise on welfare
works in tribal Chhattisgarh

STAFF REPORTER B
RAIPUR

rime Minister Narendra

Modi  on  Monday
applauded  the  fruitful
implementation of welfare
schemes in tribal-dominated
areas of Chhattisgarh.

“It brings me immense
satisfaction knowing that the
benefits of the welfare schemes
are reaching the remote
corners in an uninterrupted
manner; he said.

“The government is
committed to the
development of common

people. Many schemes, like
the Janman Yojana, have been
formulated to especially
benefit the tribal population”

He was addressing a
virtual programme with the
people of North Bastar in

Kanker district. He held
dialogue with the
beneficiaries.

Bhumika Bhuarya

informed that 29 women
groups in her village are
employed in minor forest
produce collection work.

She said that they are able
to sell some of their produce at
Rs. 700 per kg.

Other beneficiaries spoke
about the benefits received from
other schemes such as Pradhan

Mantri ~ Ujjwala  Yojana,
Ayushman  Bharat, Swachh
Bharat Mission, MNREGA,

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Anna Yojana and more.

Mahadeo Ghat on Sunday
afternoon.

spot. Maskole was rushed to

chhattisgarh 03

—our held for killir
man over old enm

ity

STAFF REPORTER W
RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh Police on
Monday arrested four
persons for killing an 18-year-
old man over an old enmity
here.

Girind Yadu alias Bittu,
Mukesh Yadav, Amit Yadu
alias Chhotu and Ravi Thakur
have been taken into custody
on charges of murder, DD
Nagar Station House Officer
Avinash Singh said.

They stabbed Ashish !
Banjare and his friend Umesh  a  hospital where his another murder case.
Maskole at a tea stall near condition is said to be On Saturday, Maskole

stable. Thakur and Bittu
Yadav had an old enmity
with Maskole. The two were
recently bailed out in

had slapped Yadav over the
earlier killing. Then, Yadav
and Thakur decided to kill
Maskole.

Banjare died on the

Sachin Pilot to hold
key Congress
meeting on Friday

STAFF REPORTER B
RAIPUR

ewly appointed
Congress
Chhattisgarh-in-
charge, Sachin Pilot,
will be in Raipur on

Friday.
He will chair a
working panel

meeting of the party, Congress chief
spokesman Sushil Anand Shukla said on
Monday.

State office bearers of the party along
with AICC members from the state, MLAs
and chairpersons of frontal organization will
take part in the meeting, Shukla said.

Discussions on preparations for Bharat
Jodo Nyay Yatra and upcoming general
elections will be held, he added.

Former Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel's father Nand Kumar Baghel
died at a private hospital in Raipur on Monday morning. He was 89 and passed away
after a prolonged illness. His last rights will be performed on Wednesday at village
Kuruddih in Durg district.

VBSY reaches 212
gram panchayats

Unity Camps seek to bring
youth together: Brijmohan

STAFF REPORTER M \ s e —
MAHASAMUND e g r Tt 21 it
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he Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra

(VBSY) has reached 212 gram
panchayats in Chhattisgarh’s
Mahasamund district as of Sunday, an
official statement said on Monday.

As many as 2.21 lakh villagers
participated in the camps.

So far, 4,838 women have been
registered under the Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana, 2,605 women were
honoured for their work and 7,852
students were honoured for their
academic success.

The Health Department has given
free health checkups to 54,745 people.
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Among these, 42,752 were tested for P
tuberculosis and 37,883 for sickle cell. STAFF REPORTER B “Despite different the National Unity
VBSY camps will be held in 20 | RAIPUR languages and different Camp in Rajnandgaon
villages on January 9 and 10. guises, we are one country,  district.
The VBSY was launched on he said. NSS  participants

Chhattisgarh Education
Minister ~ Brijmohan
Agrawal said on Monday
that National Unity Camps
are a powerful medium to
bring youths together and
encourage unity.

"When there is true
unity, we will have the
potential to become a
world leader”

He was addressing
the closing ceremony of

from 14 states took part
in the camp.

The camp was
organized on the theme
of ‘Young India—Strong
India—Developed India’
by the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports.

December 16 to create mass awareness
about welfare schemes like the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana, Har Ghar Nal
Yojana, Ayushman Card, Kisan Credit
Card and more.

Reglonal Office, 3rd Floor, LIC Investmeat Bullding, Phase - I,
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Pakhanjore remains shut

STAFF REPORTER W

KANKER

Shops and  businesses
remained  closed  on

Monday in Pakhanjore town
in Chbhattisgarh’s  Kanker
district to protest against the
killing of a BJP leader.

Asim Rai (50), a former
chairman of Pakhanjore Nagar
Panchayat, was the corporator
and the vice president of the
Kanker district unit of the BJP.

He was shot dead on
Sunday night while riding a
two-wheeler at Purana Bazar
area.

“As per eyewitnesses, Rai
fell from the vehicle. He was
rushed to a hospital where
doctors declared him dead;
Kanker Superintendent of
Police Divyang Patel said.

A doctor has confirmed a
bullet wound on Rai’s head.

Public Notice

The general public is hereby
informed that the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and
Climate  Change, Gol
(MoEFCC) has accorded
Environment Clearance
(EC Identification No-
EC23A0601CG5872873N)
to M/s Athena Chhattisgarh
Power Limited on
06.01.2024 for 2x600 MW
Coal Based Thermal Power
Plant at villages Singhitarai,
Benipali, Odekera &
Nimohi, Tehsil Dabhara,
District Sakti (erstwhile
Janjgir-Champa), Chhattisgarh,
under the provisions of EIA

Notification 2006.
A copy of the same is available
at  MOEFCC  website:

https://parivesh.nic.in

For Athena Chhattisgarh
Power Limited

Singhitarai, Dist-Sakti (CG)

over kiIIing of BJP Ieer

been killed over rivalry or a
personal issue.

= o = o = sl N = 5= bl
Circumstantial evidence A Special Investigation been detained for questioning.
indicates the victim may have ~Team (SIT) has been In 2014, Rai had escaped

constituted to probe the
killing. Some suspects have

unhurt in a similar attack by
two men who were arrested.

Axis Bank Limited
Asset Sales Centre, 2nd Floor, Chawla chambers, Opp.
New Bus Stand, Jeevan Bima Marg, Pandri, Raipur 492004

DEMAND
A AXIS BANK

A notice is hereby given that the following borrowers have defaulted in the repayment of principal and payment of
interest of credit facilities obtained by them from the bank and said facilities have turned to be Non-performing Assets.
The notices were issued to them under section 13 (2) of Securitisation and Re-construction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act. 2002 on their last known addresses however the same have un-served and as
such they are hereby informed by way of public notice about the same.

NOTICE

of India Appendix-IV A [See the proviso to rule G{B)]

b e e & o o e H - GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH, WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
: . Sale Nuue for Sale of Immovable Properlies OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER
E-Auction Sale Hotice for Sale of Immovable Assels under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assels and MAHANADI PROJECT, RAIPUR
Enforcement of Security Inferest Acl, 2002 read with provise o Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule, 2002 (CHHATTISGARH)
Kolice i5 hereby given 1o the public in general and in particular to the Bormowen(s) and Guamndor (s} that the below described immavable
praperty mortgaged ‘charped (o the Secured Ceeditor, the constructive/ physical possession of which has been taken by the Authorized e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE
(Oifficer of Union Bank of Indla (secured creditor), will be soid on “As is where [5°, “As s whal is” and “Whalever there " on 26.01_2023 . . .
betwaen 1'I.I:I]am|n."s.m;mllﬁrﬁcmﬁﬁu!ma-;asmur!blnﬂudhnnaununrmurmnﬂmufIru'za1rnmmabelnwn-.—:*mnre:lﬂnrruwnr-:s:.& eProcurement Portal: https:/eproc.cgstate.gov.in
Guaranioe (). The Reserve Price and tha Eames! Money Deposit are akso mentioned hereunder. (First Call)
5.|  Mame of the Borrower / i Total dues [ REEMEPMEE | | gy e Tender No. 151011/NIT No.: 04/SAC/23-24 Dated:
nol y . . .
M| GuaraniorandBranch | Mo ocecniptonofthe properties | ey A crse 05.01.2024
01 | Mr Deepak Kumar and Mrs Beena | Flat No 305, Block £ 5ai Vilas and Apariment.Type |, | 7 15,65,000.00 | ¥ 12,00 lacs Online Tenders are invited for the following works up to
MSME Blsilai Nagar drd Fioor, Whasra No. 309015,203/2,30310, Maws v it oo 29.01.2024 at 17.30 Hours.
Janjgin, wazd no. 24, Ph. No. 4448, ANM Ahiwara, Tehsd Dhamdha District Do GG, Area .| ¥1.200acs . . o
0.720 hactare, bult up rea 35002 sq, it Boundaries of Property: Morth: Flat HII: 306, | u.i;uzlf.?iu. Name of work - Canal Extension and Lining of Distributary
Sauth BinckD. East: Flat No 303, Wesk: Stairs P98 5 00O | 70,12 facs gﬁ;ﬁﬁ,ff({/muR-D' 25151%{0 m. tOS 3411(? le,lpctlo
02 | Mr 0 ShivKumar and Mrs Madhurima | Flal No LIG-UB03, 6ih Floor K No. 252 Knamasiya. pIkhlr village ol Kajiv. samoda  N1sda
MEME Bhilai Nagar Bhilal, Dist- I'Juru!:E_ifl-u:TulpzllP.lﬁwsqu ——) ¥ 1EI.EE.IJD_4].IJEI T 7.00 lacs ngeysmn Scheme (Phase - 1), Block Arang,
Boundaries of Property; Norhe LIG B04 Block |, U;U?EEE ¥ 0.70 Jacs District Raipur.
mﬁf&:ﬂuﬂﬂﬁumm East: LG 602 and Legal & pther crames 20,07 lacs Probable Amount of Contract: Rs. 285.03 Lakhs
03 | M/s Shei Balaji Traders & Decarators | Prop-1: Open Pt at Kh no 81611 Mouza- Gram | ¥ 9 62.000.00 | * 5,50 lacs (As per S.O.R dated 01.08.2010 and amended upto dated
through Proprietor - Mr R|Sesikala PH o 02 RIC B Charoda Ward 10 37 | i sioce | T 08B Jars | [22.08.2022).
gad Bhalapara ward, Tehed- Patar, Dist- Dur ik ) ) . .
i'“":::z'" ooy, T ety Sl Fr;;.z: anﬂli-qndm: :-_ Kh mo 81612 :m,.:;!]r,u.u. 008202 0,055 lacs The details can be viewed and downloaded online directly
Charsda Braneh Sarsakala, PH no 02 AAC Bhila Charoda Ward na 37 Lm-’-:ﬂ;'hqes For prog b from the Government of Chhattisgarh Integrated e-
: rocurement Porta ps://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) from Date
Sirsa Bhatapara ward Tohsil Patan Dies Durg CG 3 1 & ¥ (ueparately] P P 1 (https:// tat in) f Dat
04 | M/s ¥ K Constroction, through | Open Plotof about 1575 5q. Ft at Khasa No 17700, | % 5,20,000.00 | 7 6.00 lacs 12.01.2024, at 17.31 Hours (IST) onwards.
Propri - Mr Vij nd Simph, | Pol No. 26, M Gram Sirsakata, P H, No. 02, RIC e . . .
Wm:rms;nh?'““l . 5.,,.,.;,,1,,“[_)-‘:-:;,, r;: 31_.5.;::,,,.,5"“;_, Ward, | g Jﬁgf_ ¥ 0.60 lacs NOTE:- All eligible/intrested contractors/bidders are mandat-
Chareda Branch Tetsd Patan, District Durp, Chiattisgarh L m"s aves charges | T 0,060 lacs ed to get enrolled on the Integrated e- procurement po.rtgll
(https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) and get approval on specific
Detail of encumbrance over the above properties, as known to the bank — Nol known vendor  class  from PWD  under  Centralized
Date & Time of E-Auction: 25.01.2024, at 11.00 Am to 5.00 PM Contractor/Supplier Registration in order to download the ten-
der d t d ticipate in th b t biddi
For Regestraton and Login and Bidding Rules visit hiips:/'www.mstcecommerce.com/suctionbome.ibapl/index.jsp, p;:(r)ceso;cumen $ an participate 1n the subsequent bidding
www.unionbankofindia.ce.in. lor turther detailed any enquiry plezse contact: For Mo, 01, 02- Shri Shri Mana] Kumar Latwani- ’ Executive Engineer
8329655084, For No. 03 & 04- Shri Sumit Swarnkar Mob. 8369071206, M.R.P. Phase IT Work Division. Raipur
This may also be treated as STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8(6) & Rube 9{1) OF SECURITY INTEREST i . H p
ENFORCEMENT) RULES 2002, 1o the borrowers and guarantan's G-06935/4 For, Chief Englpeer, Mahanadi Project
Dale: 09.01.2024, Autharised Officer, Union Bank of India - Raipur (C.G.)

Name & Address of the Property Address A) Date of Notice Balance OIS
Borrower & Guarantor on which Loan B) Date of NPA (Claimed)

Availed (with effect from) in Rs.
1.Mr.Arun Kumar Sharma | Schedule Above | a)27-09-2023 Rs.328096 /-p. sonpa
(Applicant/Borrower)S/O  Mr.Phani Referred To: B) 08.11.2022 (RUPEES THREE|
Bhushan Sharma Residing At LAKHS TWENTY| Rs6394/-
Q.No.B-170,Shakti Nagar,Jarhi,Post- EIGHT THOUSAND &| & 10.45%
Bhatgaon NINTY SIX ONLY)
District-Surajpur,Near Dav Public Immovable Properties) under Loan Alc. No.
School Ambikapur All That Part Of Piece And Parcel Of The |[PHR106901614233
2.Mrs.Jyoti Sharma|Equitable Mortgage Property Situated At Layout | due as on 27.09.2023,
(CO0-Applicant)|PlotNo 53, Kh No 367OfPart Mouja- Gatauri, | being the amount due
W/O Mr. Arun Kumar Sharma |Ph No. 01/21, R.N.M. Bilaspur,District- Bilaspur | on termination of the
Residing At Q.No.B-170,Shakti |(C.G.) Boundaries North: Layout Plot No. 54, | agreement (this amount
Nagar,Jarhi,Post-BhatgaonDistrict- | South:  Layout Plot No. 52; East: Layout Plot | includes interest till
Surajpur,Near Dav Public |No.41;West:Colony Road. 27.09.2023)
School Ambikapur
1. MR. JITENDRA KUMAR TIWARI[SCHEDULE ABOVE |A)06-10-2023|Rs. 25,97 ,783/-| Rs. 2654111/
(APPLICANT/BORROWER) S/O MR. |REFERRED TO: B)03.06.2022 |(RUPEES TWENTY| o, 0,
SATYADEO TIWARI SECOND SCHEDULE “B" FIVE LAKHS NINTY| %2 01
RESIDING at H.No. D-333rd Floor, (Description_of the secured SEVEN THOUSAND .
SURYA APARTMENT NEHRU |Asset (Entire Immovable SEVEN HUNDRED &
NAGAR, MODEL TOWN, BHILAI |Properties) EIGHTY THREE ONLY)
DISTRICT-DURG.C.G. PIN CODE-| p that part of piece and parcel of the land under Loan Afc. No.
490020 situated at FLAT No. D-32, BLOCK — E “SURYA |, TR013906553214
2.MRS. NEELIMA TIWARI APARTMENT *. 3RD FLOOR MAUJA- Uula as on 05.10.2023,
(Co- APPLICANT)| ynwaNI MbDEL TOWN P.H.No. being !hg amount due
WO MR. DAURAM RATNAKAR | 351 aASRA NO. 863/2 & 864, TEHSIL & |On termination of the
RESIDING at H.No. D-33,3rd Floor, | 5iSTRIGT - DURG. C.G. 490020 |adreement this amount
SURYA APARTMENT NEHRU| g NDARIES:NORTH: ~ FLAT No. D/33; |ncludes interest till
NAGAR, MODEL TOWN. BHILAIL | g6TH: OPEN TO SKY; EAST: FLATNO. D/31: [05-10-2023)
DISTRICT-DURG, C.G. PIN CODE- WEST-OPEN TO SKY '
490020 :
1 MR. AJAY NARSINGHANI | (Description of the secured | A)29-12-2023 |Rs.37,82,474/-|Rs 4527306/
(APPLICANT/BORROWER)S/O Asset (Entire Immovable B)08.10.2023 |[(RUPEES THIRTY Rs 46423/
MR. NAND LAL NARSINGHANI Properties) SEVEN LAKHS &1090%'
RESIDING at Ward No. 7,0M| |l that part of piece and parcel of the EQUITABLE [EIGHTY TWO ’
NAGAR, JARHABHATA NEAR | MORTGAGE property situated at KHASRA NO. THOUSAND FOUR
MAHANTI SCHOOL, DISTRICT-|351/2 PH. No. 20/32 ,PLOT NO. 14, LAYOUTPLAN|[HUNDRED &
BILASPUR,C.G. PIN CODE-|NO.8, R.N.M. SAKRI, MOUZA-AMERI, BLOCK & |SEVENTY FOUR
495001 TEHSIL , TAKHATPUR CITY, DISTRICT- BILASPUR | ONLY) under Loan Alc.
2.MRS. POOJA NARSINGHANI | (C.G.) PIN CODE 495001 BOUNDARIES; NORTH: | No.PHR10680129987
(CO- APPLICANT)|20ft COLONY ROAD; SOUTH: LAYOUT PLOTNO.|8 due as on
W/O MR. AJAY NARSINGHANI | 09; EAST:20ft COLONY ROAD; WEST: LAYOUT |27.12.2023, being the
RESIDING at Ward MNo. 7,.0M | PLOTNO.05 amount due on
NAGAR, JARHABHATA NEAR termination of the
MAHANTI SCHOOL,DISTRICT- agreement (this
BILASPUR,C.G. PIN CODE- amount includes
495001 interest till 27.12.2023)

The steps are being taken for substituted service of notice. The above borrowers and/ or the guarantors (where ever applicable)
are advised to make the payments of outstanding dues as mentioned above along with future interest and applicable charges
within 60 days from the date of the publication of this notice failing which further steps will be taken after the expiry of 60 days of the
date of this notice as per the provision of Securitisation and Re-construction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
InterestAct. 2002.

Please note that under Section 13 (13) of the said Act, no Borrower shall, after Receipt of Notice referred to in Sub-section (2},
transfer by way of sale, lease or otherwise any of his secured assets referred to in the notice, without prior written consent of the
secured creditor.

Borrower’s kind ion is i i to the p of Sub Section (8) of Secti
respect of time available to the borrowers, to redeem the secured assets.

Section 13 sub-section (8) of the SARFAESI Act, 2002 -

Where the amount of dues of the secured creditor together with all costs, charges and expenses incurred by him is tendered to the
secured creditor at any time before the date of publication of notice for public auction or inviting quotations or tender from public or
private treaty for transfer by way of lease, assignment or sale of the secured assets,

(i) The secured assets shall not be transferred by way of lease, assignment or sale by the secured creditor; and

(ii) In case, any step has been taken by the secured creditor for transfer by way of lease or assignment or sale of the assets before
tendering of such amount under this sub-section, no further step shall be taken by such secured creditor for transfer by way of
lease or assignment or sale of such secured assets.”

13 of the SARFAESI Act, 2002 in

Authorised Officer
For Axis Bank Ltd

Date: 09.01.2024
Place: Raipur
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Israel hacks India in
row with Maldives

|sraeli Embassy in
India advocates for
promoting tourism
in Lakshadweep

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

mid a diplomatic row

between India and
Maldives, the Israeli Embassy
in India on Monday pitched for
promoting tourism in
Lakshadweep on Monday amid
a diplomatic row between India
and the Maldives over dis-
paraging remarks made by
Maldivian Ministers following
Prime Minister Narendra
Modyi’s visit to the islands.
“We were in #Lakshadweep
last year upon the federal
government’s request to ini-
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tiate the desalination pro-
gram. Israel is ready to com-
mence working on this pro-
ject tomorrow. For those who
are yet to witness the pristine
and majestic underwater
beauty of #lakshadweepis-
lands, here are a few pictures
showing this island’s enchant-
ing allure,” the Israeli embassy
wrote on X.

It also shared pictures of the
pristine beaches and marine life
in Lakshadweep.

Meanwhile, the Maldivian

By W
e N a -

envoy to India was
summoned to the
external affairs
ministry on
Monday and con-
veyed strong con-
cern over the
remarks against
Modi in social
media by a number
of ministers of the
Maldives.

The Maldivian gov-
ernment suspend-
ed three of its deputy ministers
on Sunday after they criticised
Modi for his post on X follow-
ing his visit to Lakshadweep,
inferring that it was an attempt
to project the Union Territory
as an alternative tourist desti-
nation to the Maldives.

The Maldivian foreign ministry
said the government is aware of
“derogatory remarks” made on
social media platforms against
foreign leaders and that the
personal views do not represent
the country’s position.

nation 04

True leaders empower those around them: |AF Chief

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

ndian Air Force chief VR

Chaudhari said here on
Monday true leaders empow-
er those around them and
their influence extends far
beyond parade grounds and
urged National Cadet
Corps(NCC) to join the armed
forces and live a life of “unity
and discipline”.
Addressing the cadets at the
NCC R-Day Camp 2024 here,
Chaudhari also underlined that
Republic Day is a “reminder of
the struggles, sacrifices, and
aspirations” that have shaped
India’s journey as a democrat-
ic republic.
The camp was inaugurated by
Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar on January 5. It will
culminate on January 28.
“Our nation is a mosaic of dif-
ferent cultures, languages, and
customs, which converge into
a shared commitment towards
preserving democracy and
inclusive progress,” the IAF
chief said.
“As a premier uniform youth

organisation of our country, the

National Cadet Corps has con-
tributed significantly in trans-
forming the lives of millions by
inculcating the quality of dis-
cipline, leadership, cama-
raderie, team spirit, adventure,
and national integration,” he
said. NCC Director General Lt
Gen Gurbirpal Singh was pre-
sent on the occasion.

A total of 2,274 cadets will take
part in the NCC Republic Day
Camp 2024, which will see
enhanced participation of
female cadets, Singh said on
January 3.

In his address, Air Chief
Marshal Chaudhari also assert-
ed that discipline, a cornerstone
of the NCC’s ethos, is not
merely a set of rules but a way
oflife. “It is a conscious choice
to adhere to a code of conduct,
to prioritise duty over conve-
nience, and to exhibit restraint
even in the face of challenges.
In cultivating discipline, you
are not just shaping your des-
tiny, but contributing to the
larger tapestry of a disciplined
and orderly society;” he said.

“Leadership, another key facet

of your NCC training, is not
confined to rank or hierarchy.
It is about inspiring others
through your actions, fostering
esprit de corps, and looking
after those placed under you.

Remember, true leaders
empower those around them
and their influence extends
far beyond parade grounds,
the IAF chief added.

He also praised the legacy of
the NCC and the values it
ingrains among cadets.

“I am aware that many of you
want to join the armed forces.
It is undoubtedly one of the

best professions today, offering
a quality life full of adventure
and action. I call upon you to
join the armed forces and live
a life full of unity and disci-
pline, the motto of the National
Cadet Corps,” Chaudhari said.
India will on January 26 mark
the 75th anniversary of its
Republic Day.

The IAF chief said the Republic
Day holds “profound signifi-
cance and so does this Republic
Day camp’.

“It is a reminder of the strug-
gles, sacrifices, and aspirations
that have shaped our journey as
a democratic republic.
Remember that you are a part,
and an integrated part of this
narrative, contributing to the
ongoing saga of a vibrant and
resilient India,” he added.
“Selflessness is the third pillar
of the NCC’s philosophy. It is
a quality that separates you
from the rest of the country,
Chaudhari said.

“You will cherish the time
spent here not just for the
memories, but also for the
personal growth and resilience
the NCC has imbibed in you,”
he added.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh has approved a pro-
posal to raise four more
National Cadet Corps (NCC)
units in the union territories of
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh, Defence Ministry
officials said here on Monday.
The approval includes one
Mixed (Boys & Girls) Army
Battalion each at Udhampur
(J&K), Kupwara (J&K) and
Kargil (Ladakh), and one Air

Rajnath approves proposal
0 raise more NCC units in
UTs of J&K, Ladakh

| §

Squadron at Udhampur
(J&K).

Resultantly, in addition to the
existing 27,870 cadets, the
strength in J&K and Ladakh
will increase by 12,860, which
is a 46.1per cent rise.
Currently, the Directorate has
two Group Headquarters, with
a total of 10 NCC Units, cov-
ering all the three geographi-
cal regions. The expansion
will boost the morale of the
youth in the region, who will
contribute significantly to
nation building.

eneric
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an Aushadhi Kendras selling

generic medicines at afford-
able rates have helped urban
poor saving approximately
326,000 crores in the last nine
years, now rural poor and
farmers too can avail such
benefits as around 241 Primary
Agricultural Credit Societies
(PACS) have been permitted to
open such outlets in villages,
Union Cooperative and Home
Minister Amit Shah said on
Monday here.
Addressing a national mega
conclave here on “PACS as
Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Jan
Aushadhi Kendra’, he informed
that In the last six months,
4,470 applications from PACS
were received. Out of these, in-
principle approval has been
given to 2,373 PACS while 241
have already taken up such
venture.
Shah empahsised that the
Government has streamlined
Jan Aushadi Kendras to ensure
the poor get medicines at lower
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country. The Government has

medicine hed poor save 26,0

rates and allowed PACS to
expand their business activities
to open Jan Aushadi Kendras
due to changes brought in
their byelaws.

He said about 40 field officers
have been deputed to help
PACS in running these kendras.
Shah said PACS were only con-
fined to agri-credit business as
their byelaws permitted them to

do this only. But after formation
of a separate cooperation min-
istry, the Government took 56
initiatives to diversify their
business activities and came out
with a model byelaw. The
model byelaw was framed to
prevent closing down of PACS,
Shah pointed out.

At the event jointly organized
by the Union Cooperation

Ministry and National
Cooperative Development
Cooperation, Shah also gave
away the Jan Aushadi Kendra
‘store code’ certificates to five
PACS representatives from
Jammu & Kashmir, Andhra
Pradesh, Bihar, Maharashtra
and Uttar Pradesh.

At present, there are around
63,000 functional PACS in the

taken several steps to strength-
en PACS including their com-
puterisation, diversifying their
business activities, and putting
in place model byelaws. The
Government has aim to open
around 2 lakh PACS across the
country.

Health and Pharmaceuticals
and Fertilisers Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya who was
also present at the event added,
“with these outlets being
opened in rural areas, people
can now buy generic medicines
at affordable rates. For instance,
cancer medicines, which cost
about 2,250 in the open mar-
ket are sold at ¥250. Even rural
girls can buy sanitary napkins
at Re 1 from these kendras”
Minister of State for
Cooperation B L Verma,
Cooperation and Gyanesh
Kumar, Secretary, Ministry of
Cooperation, Arunish Chawla,
Secretary, Dept. of
Pharmaceuticals, Union
Ministry of Chemicals and
Fertilisers and representatives
of Jan Aushadhi Kendras and

Crore

PACS from across the country
were present at the event.

Dr Mandaviya informed that
“more than 10,500 Jan
Aushadhi Kendras are operat-
ing in the country which are
providing more than 1,965
high-quality medicines and
293 surgical and other products
at 50 to 90 percent of the cost
of branded medicines available
in the market”. Addressing the
gathering, Dr Mansukh
Mandaviya informed that “in
the first phase, 2,000 Jan
Aushadhi Kendras are planned
to be opened through PACS”
He also informed that the
Dept. of Pharmaceuticals have
already approved more than
2,300 applications from PACS
for opening Jan Aushadhi
Kendras in the country, of
which 500 are already func-
tional at present. The Minister
asserted that opening Jan
Aushadhi Kendras through
PACS would strengthen PACS
as a cooperative organisation
besides expanding the reach of
quality and affordable medi-
cines in the country.

‘Tourists cancelling trips to hill

destinations due to

ARCHANA JYOTI ® NEW DELHI

Where is the snow? Tourists
have started asking the
travel agents to call off trips to
hill destinations whether it is
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand. In fact, the
anticipated white blanket that
tourists were eager to witness
at tourist destinations such as
Gulmarg and Pahalgam were
disappointed as the region have
received almost no snow while
the hills have below-average
snowfall.
Experts say that the El Nino
effect is throwing spanners
across the northwest Himalayas
with an unusually dry winter
and no immediate relief in the
offing, if one goes by the obser-
vation by the World
Meteorological Organisation
(WMO).
It said that 2023 was the
warmest-on-record year and
the warming El Nino event is
likely to further fuel the heat in
2024. The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) too has
attributed low snowfall to the
absence of  Western
Disturbances (WDs). “Almost
no major snowfall is likely till
mid-January with even the
expected January 9-10 WD
not likely to help much,” it said.
The EI Nino phenomenon
occurs when sea surface tem-
peratures (SSTs) are higher
than average in the eastern
tropical Pacific, and there is a
simultaneous weakening of
trade winds. The absence of
snowfall is not a one-time
thing but affects the annual
cycle of snow.
Reetu Jain, Director of Coterie
Tours Pvt said that such unpre-
dictable weather is not good for
the tourism sector. It has been
double whammy for the tour
operators particularly in North
India. “In November we were
facing low turnout of interna-
tional travellers due to high rise
in pollution. Many of our
bookings could not take place
or were postponed, especially
elderly travelers who refrained
themselves to North India.

.ﬂ-..-'

Now with almost nil snow falls

in the upper reaches of
Himalayas, newly married cou-
ples and those seeking adven-
tures in snows too are having
second thoughts about their
plans of visiting the hilly tourist
hotspots,” she added.

At the same time, glaciologist
and Himalayan researcher AN
Dimri told a news agency
about social and economic
implications of poor snow falls.
“If it continues longer, it can
have a huge cascading effect on
socio-economic benefits. If you
don’t get (enough) snow, you
don’t get replenishment of
water, it will impact agriculture,
your health and can, in turn,
impact your economy; he said.
“Bizarre dry winters so far
over hills due to prolonged dry
spell & nothing major expect-
ed from upcoming Western
Disturbance on 9-10th Jan,”
amateur  meteorologist
‘Weatherman Shubham’ post-
ed on X on Saturday along with
a photo of Kedarnath temple
and surroundings sans any
snow. A picture showing
Gulmarg as a barren patch has
also gone viral on the social
media with netizens blaming
the rapid urbanization and
high temperature-induced cli-
mate change for the “grim sit-
uation” Gulmarg is a world-
famous skiing resort, attracting
hundreds of national and inter-
national skiers who travel to
Kashmir for skiing adventures.
“So far a number of bookings
have been canceled by the
international skiers and if the
situation remains the same,
nobody will come here this sea-

lck of snow
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son for skiing,” said Farhat
Naik, a snowboarding instruc-
tor in Gulmarg. On social
media, showing snowless
scenes of Gulmarg, he said, “It’s
heartbreaking to see Gulmarg
in such conditions during this
time of the year, especially if
you have never witnessed
something like this before.
Indeed, the weather patterns
have been quite erratic &
unpredictable in recent years,
leading to unusual occurrences
like this,” he posted.

He said that the skiers have
canceled the January slot as of
now, and if there is snowfall,
they might consider coming in
February.

Scientists say that the replen-
ishment of water sources for
the southern Himalayan region
will bear the brunt. “The water
system will collapse. We are
drifting towards living in a
dryer system,” Dimri warned.
In fact, not only India’s
Himalayas, the world saw
another year full of extreme
weather events resulting from
climate change in 2022, from
intense storms to soaring
temperatures and rising sea
levels. Antarctica was no
exception, according to
research last year.

“My hope is that the public
starts to see both the fragility
and complexity of these polar
regions,” said Rajashree Tri
Datta, a research associate in
the Department of
Atmospheric and Oceanic
Sciences who contributed to
sections of the report related to
Antarctica and the Southern
Ocean.

Covid subvariant JN.1 cases

rse

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

Covid-19 sub-variant JN.1
has made its presence felt
in at least 12 States from
January 7 till date on Monday
as the incidents rose to 682,
official sources said on
Monday. They said 199 cases
have been reported from
Karnataka, 148 from Kerala,
139 from Maharashtra, 47 from
Goa, 36 from Gujarat, 30 from
Andhra Pradesh, 30 from
Rajasthan, 26 from Tamil
Nadu, 21 from Delhi, three
from Odisha, two from
Telangana and one from
Haryana.

Even though the number of
cases is rising and the JN.1 sub-
variant has been detected in the
country, there is no cause of
immediate concern as the
majority of those infected are
opting for home-based treat-
ment, indicating mild illness,
officials said.

In the meantime, India has
logged 605 new cases of Covid,
while the number of active
cases of the infection stood at
4,002. Four deaths -- two from
Kerala and one each from
Karnataka and Tripura -- have
been reported in a span of 24
hours, according to the min-
istry’s data updated at 8 am.
The number of daily cases had
dropped to double-digits till
December 5, 2023 but cases
began to increase after emer-
gence of a new variant and cold
weather conditions.

After December 5, 841 new
cases were reported on
December 31, 2023 which was
0.2 per cent of the peak cases

reported in May 2021, official

0 682 since January 7

sources said.

Of the total active cases, a large
majority of these (around 92
per cent) are recovering under
home isolation.

“The currently available data
suggests that the JN.1 variant is
neither leading to an expo-
nential rise in the new cases nor
a surge in hospitalisation and
mortality;” the sources stated.

India has witnessed three waves
of Covid-19 in the past with the
peak incidence of daily new
cases and deaths being report-
ed during the Delta wave dur-
ing April-June 2021. At its
peak, 414,188 new cases and
3,915 deaths were reported on
May 7, 2021.

Since the pandemic began in
early 2020, more than 4.5 crore
people have got infected and
over 5.3 lakh deaths have died
in about four years since then
across the country.

The number of people who
have recuperated from the dis-
ease stands at over 4.4 crore
with a national recovery rate of
98.81 per cent, according to the
ministry’s website.

According to the ministry web-
site, 220.67 crore doses of
Covid vaccines have so far
been administered in the coun-
try. The Centre has asked the
states and Union territories to
maintain a constant vigil amid
an uptick in the number of
Covid cases and the detection
of the JN.1 sub-variant in the
country.

States have been urged to
ensure effective compliance
with the detailed operational
guidelines for revised surveil-
lance strategy for COVID-19
shared by the Union Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare.

Winter chill continues
to numb northern India

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

he winter chill continued to

numb the northern part of
the country including the
national capital with a dense
layer of fog and ‘severe’ cold.
Delhi woke up to another chilly
morning with the maximum
temperature dropped to 17.5
degree Celsius, two notches
below the normal while the
minimum temperature settled
at 5.3 degrees Celsius, two
notches below the season’s
average. Ayanagar recorded a
minimum temperature of 4.3
degree Celsius, three notches
below the season’s normal.
The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) data
showed the maximum tem-
perature was recorded of 11.9
degree Celsius in Mangeshpur,
12.1 degree Celsius in Jafarpur,
14 degree celsius in Narela, 14.3
degree Celsius in SPS Mayur
Vihar, 14.8 degree Celsius in
Palam, 16.4 degree celsius in
Lodhi Road, 15 degree celsius
in Ridge, 15.8 degree Celsius in
Ayanagar, 16 degree celsius in
Pitampura, 16.4 degree celsius
in Pusa. Similarly, the maxi-
mum  temperature  of
Gurugram was recorded 14.7
degree celsius and 17.6 degree
celsius in Faridabad. CDO
Ghaziabad was recorded the
maximum temperature of 13.8
degree celsius and NCMRWF
Noida recorded 14.7 degree cel-
sius.
A satellite image of North
India, released by the weather
department, showed very dense
fog cover in isolated pockets of
Punjab, Haryana-Chandigarh,
Delhi, Western Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Bihar, isolated
pockets of Madhya Pradesh on
Monday morning, leading to
disruption and slow move-
ment of rail, road and air
transport. As many as 20
Delhi-bound trains were
delayed on Monday due to
weather-related conditions in
the national capital. According
to the India Meteorological
Department (IMD), the relative

humidity at 8.30 am was
recorded at 95 per cent.

In its advisory, the IMD has
asked people do not ignore
shivering, wear several layers of
loose fitting, light weight; warm
woollen clothing; cover head,
neck, hands and toes ade-
quately as majority of heat loss
occurs through these body
parts. “Wear several layers of
loose fitting, light weight; warm
woolen clothing rather than
one layer of heavy cloth,” it
added.

In its daily bulletin, the weath-
er forecast agency said mini-
mum temperatures were in
the range of 4-8 degree Celsius
over Punjab, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Delhi, west Uttar
Pradesh and Rajasthan; 9-12
degrees over parts of east Uttar
Pradesh and northwest
Madhya Pradesh.

“It is above normal by 1-3
degree in isolated pockets over
Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh,
Delhi, south Rajasthan and in
many pockets over east Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and 4-7 degree
above normal over many parts
of Bihar and Jharkhand.” It fur-
ther predicted no significant
change in minimum tempera-
tures likely over northern parts
of the country during the next
five days, while cold wave con-
ditions are very likely in iso-
lated pockets of north
Rajasthan on Friday and
Saturday.

According to IMD, there was
slight respite from the intense
cold wave conditions in Jammu
and Kashmir but the minimum
temperatures remained sever-
al degrees below the freezing
point across the valley, owing
to clear sky.

Srinagar, is yet to experience
snowtfall this year. Gulmarg,
known for its ski slopes,
remains devoid of the usual
winter snow, disappointing
enthusiasts from India and
abroad.

This January marks the first
time in recent public memory
that Gulmarg and Pahalgam,
renowned for their snowy land-
scapes, have seen no snow.
The plains have received no
snowfall, and the hilly areas
have seen below-average snow-
fall, contributing to a 79 per
cent rainfall deficit throughout
December in the Kashmir
Valley.

Experts warn that this reduc-
tion in snowfall might lead to
water scarcity and a potential
food crisis in the region. “In
Kashmir, El Nino’s impact is
evident through prolonged dry
spells, milder winters, and
diminished snowfall,” they said.
Kashmir is currently under
the grip of “Chilla-i-Kalan”, a
40-day harsh winter period,
when a cold wave sweeps the
region and temperatures drop
considerably leading to the
freezing of water bodies as
well as water in pipes.
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Afierce controversy has
erupted here over a move
by Maharashtra Speaker Rahul
Narwekar to have a closed
door meeting with Maharashtra
chief minister Eknath Shinde,
ahead of his impending ruling
seeking disqualification of 16
Shiv Sena MLAs, including
Shinde himself, Narwekar —
who has been directed by the
Supreme Court to decide on the
disqualification petitions filed
by before him after an unprece-
dented rebellion within the
Shiv Sena — has been directed
by the Supreme Court to give
his ruling in the much-dis-
cussed case seeking the disqual-
ification of 16 Shiv Sena MLAs,
including the chief minister, by
January 10, 2024.

Much to the chagrin of the
Opposition Shiv Sena (Uddhav
Balasaheb Thackeray), Shinde
held a closed door meeting with
the chief minister for 40-odd
minutes at the latter’s official
residence “Varsha” on Sunday,
raising questions of propriety.
Questioning the Speaker’s move
to meet Shinde ahead of the his
decision on the disqualification
of the latter and 15 other Shiv
Sena MLAs, the Opposition
Shiv Sena (UBT) MP and chief
spokesperson Sanjay Raut
charged that Narwekar’s act had
“imperilled” democracy and
the Constitution.

“In the pleas seeking disquali-
fication, the Speaker is like a
judge. But, he went to meet the
accused (now the chief minis-
ter) behind closed doors and
have lunch with him. The
Speaker has been given respon-
sibility in the disqualification
case by the Supreme Court by
January 10. This is highly objec-
tionable,” Raut said.

Talking to media persons here,
Raut expressed serious doubts

J-K admin imposes
nignt curfew along
international border
in Samba

PTI B JAMMU

Night curfew has been
imposed along the
International Border (IB) in
Jammu and Kashmir’s Samba
district to ensure better area
domination by BSF troops and
to foil any nefarious activities
close to the borderline, accord-
ing to an official order.

The step was taken to prevent
cross-border infiltration and
smuggling of weapons through
drones in the extreme foggy
weather conditions prevailing
along the Indo-Pak border
line, said the order issued by
District Magistrate Abhishek
Sharma on Sunday.
According to the order, the
movement of civilians has been
stopped from from 9 pm to 6
am in one kilometre-long strip
from the IB in Samba district.
“No person or group of persons
shall move in the area up to one
kilometre along the Inter-
national Border in district
Samba from 2100 hours to
0600 hour during the night,”
the DM said in the order and
invoked Section 144 of the
Criminal Procedure Code to
impose a night curfew along
the IB.

The instruction was issued fol-
lowing a meeting of the dis-
trict-level standing committee
where authorities of the Border
Security Force (BSF) suggest-
ed the imposition of a daily
night curfew on a one kilome-
tre-long strip from the IB,
enabling them to perform their
duties more effectively, the
order said.

“It is felt by the district admin-
istration that it is expedient that
the movement of people in bor-
der areas is regulated so that
there is better area domination
by BSF in border areas and
nefarious designs of forces
inimical to Indian security are
subverted,” the DM said in the
order.

In case movement is necessary,
the person or persons are
required to produce their
respective ID cards to BSF and
police authorities, Sharma said.
“Any person found violating
the aforementioned order shall
be dealt with in accordance
with law. Since it is not possi-
ble to serve the order individ-
ually, it is being issued ex-
parte,” the order read.

“This order shall come into
force with immediate effect
and shall remain in force for a
period of two months from the
date of its issuance, if not with-
drawn or rescinded earlier;” it
added.

about the outcome in the
MLAS disqualification case,
Raut said: “Here is a Speaker
who suddenly falls, then sud-
denly reovers and gets into his
car to go to meet the chief min-
ister,” Raut said.

“Just three days before the pro-
nouncement of the verdict in
the MLAS’ disqualification case,
the Speaker goes and meets the
chief minister and accused in
the case.. What kind of justice
can we expect from the
Speaker?;” Raut asked.
Deploring the Speaker’s act,
Raut said that Narwekar - by
meeting the chief minister

Arunachal gears
up for hustle
free holy dip

PTI W [TANAGAR

he administration in Lohit

district of Arunachal Pra-
desh is gearing up for the
Parshuram Kund Festival dur-
ing which people from across
the country gather there to
take a holy dip in the waterbody
on the occasion of the Makar
Sankranti.
The festival will be held between
January 12 and 16 and all
arrangements have been put in
place for the visiting pilgrims,
Lohit Deputy Commissioner
Shashvat Saurabh told a press
meet at Tezu, the district head-
quarters, on Monday.
The district administration has
developed a website, parshu-
ramkund. Arunachal.Gov.In,
for online registration and Inner
Line Permit (ILP) for the pil-
grims.

ahead of his delivering his ver-
dict in the disqualification had
endangered the Constitution
and judicial system in the coun-
try where in ‘judge’ ( Speaker)
meets the ‘accused’ (Shinde)
meet, have lunch together, and
then the Gudge (Narwekar)
leaves the chief minister’s offi-
cial residence all smiling”.

Apart from chief minister
Shinde, the 15 other Sena
MLAs who are facing the threat
of disqualification are: MLAs
Sanjay Shirsat, Bharat Gogawale

Tanajl Sawant, Sandeepan
Bhumre, Abdul Sattar; MLAs
Yamini Jad*hav, Prakash Surve,
Mahesh  Shinde, Lata
Sonawane, Balaji Kinikar,
Ramesh Bornale, Sanjay
Raimulkar, Chimanrao Patil
and Balaji Kalankar.

It may be recalled that Shinde
- who along with 15 Shiv Sena
MLAs had walked out of the
parentSena camp - later mus-
tered a strength of 40 rebel
Sena MLAs and teamed with
the Fadnavis-led BJP and top-
pled the Uddhav Thackeray-led
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
government and formed his
own government in last week of
June 2022.

The Shiv Sena (UBT), in peti-
tion seeking disqualification of
Shinde and 15 other party
MLASs, had claimed that despite
a party whip, these 16 MLAs
failed to attend the meeting con-
vened by the then chief minis-
ter Uddhav Thackeray in June
2022, which amounted to anti-
party activity and attracted dis-
qualification as per the rules.
The Shiv Sena (UBT) had
moved the Supreme Court

questioning the delay in giving
ruling in the MLAS’ disqualifi-
cation case. The apex court had
on December 22, 2023 set
January 10, 2024 as deadline for
delivering the judgement in
the case.

Ahead of the Supreme Court’s
directive to Narwekar, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, repre-
senting the speaker, had told the
apex court that there were a total
of 34 petitions and 133 respon-
dents in the case the Speaker
would have to give his ruling
under the Tenth Schedule of the
Constitution. The Speaker
would conduct the proceedings
even during the Winter Session
of the Assembly held in Nagpur
between December 7 and
December 20, 2023.

“Hence, even if the hearing of
the disqualification petitions is
over on December 22, 2023, the
Speaker would not be able to
peruse the papers and work on
the judgments before
December 26, 2023, the SG had
told the court, while urged the
court to extend the deadline
from the earlier December 31,
2023.
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Voters will not fall for
Congress carrots: BJP

‘Modi Guarantee will bag all 28 Karnataka LS seats’

PTI ® BENGALURU

Karnataka BJP President BY
Vijayendra on Monday said
there is a pro-BJP wave in the
country and the party will win
all 28 seats from the state in the
coming Lok Sabha elections.

Addressing a BJP Lok Sabha poll
planning meeting here, he said
intelligent people of the country
will not fall for the “gimmicky
guarantees “of the Congress
party as they know that Modi
guarantee is the best. “Narendra
Modi is set to become Prime
Minister for the third time and
under his leadership the coun-
try will rapidly move on the path
of development, if the BJP wins
the next election,” Vijayendra
said. Hitting out at the Congress
government in Karnataka, he
said the state’s financial health
has deteriorated “due to the
incompetent Congress”. “The
government has completely
failed to maintain law and order.
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah,
who has presented 14 budgets,
has completely failed in the

Ultimately we all are Hindus: DKS on Ram
Temple celebrations by Karnataka Government

PTI B THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

mnataka Deputy Chief
inister D K Shivakumar,

who is visiting Kerala, on
Monday defended his govern-
ments decision to celebrate the
consecration ceremony of the
Ram Temple in Ayodhya on
January 22, saying “ultimately we
all are Hindus”

He was talking to reporters
after arriving in the state capi-
tal of Kerala to attend the
Ramachandran Foundation
award ceremony. “See, ultimate-
ly we all are Hindus,
Shivakumar said in response to
reporters’ query on the
Congress-ruled Karnataka gov-
ernment celebrating the conse-
cration ceremony in temples
across the state. On being asked
by reporters why the Congress
High Command had not decid-
ed to take part in the ceremony
at Ayodhya, he said that the BJP-
ruled Centre was adopting a

pick-and-choose method in
deciding who should be at the
event. In an apparent reference
to the Ram Temple, Shivakumar
also said that it is not a private
property.

“They (BJP) are picking and
choosing leaders. There are so
many leaders and chief ministers
in the country. It is not a private

property. It is public property.

Every religion and symbol does
not belong to any individual,” the
Karnataka Deputy CM said.

Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge, former party chief Sonia
Gandhi and the party’s leader in
the Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury have received invi-
tations for the consecration cer-
emony. Shivakumar further said,
“We respect the sentiments of all

the people, adding that his
government has departments for
the minorities, SC/STs, OBCs
and Hindu religion.

The Supreme Court had in a his-
toric verdict in 2019 backed the
construction of the Ram temple
by a government trust at the dis-
puted site in Ayodhya and ruled
that an alternative five-acre plot
must be found for a mosque in
the town considered holy by
Hindus.

As a result, Ayodhya is getting
decked up for the ‘pran
pratishtha’ at the grand Ram
temple being built there, which
will take place on January 22 in
the presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The Ram tem-
ple complex, built in the tradi-
tional Nagara style, will be 380
feet in length (east-west direc-
tion), 250 feet in width and 161
feet in height. Each floor of the
temple will be 20 feet high and
have a total of 392 pillars and 44
gates.

o —

matter of resource mobilisation,”
Vijayendra claimed. Despite
severe drought situation in
many parts of the state and the
suicide of 500 farmers in recent
times, the state government has
not given any compensation to
the distressed, according to
him. Vijayendra said voters of

the state are all set to teach the
Congress government a lesson
in the next Lok Sabha elections,
adding that his party would win
all the 28 seats in the upcoming
polls. In the last Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the BJP won 25 seats in
Karnataka, while an indepen-
dent backed by the party also
emerged victorious. The
Congress and the Janata Dal
(Secular) had won in one con-
stituency each.

Former chief ministers B S
Yediyurappa, Basavaraj Bommai
and D'V Sadananda Gowda and
National General Secretary and
Karnataka in-charge Arun
Singh, Union Minister Pralhad
Joshi, Leader of Opposition in
the Karnataka Assembly R
Ashoka and Leader of
Opposition in the Legislative
Council Kota Srinivas Pujari
were among those present.

Tripura Government yet to take any
policy decision on Roman script for
Kokborok [anguage answer papers

PTI M AGARTALA

The Tripura government is yet
to take any ‘policy decision’
on allowing students to write
Kokborok language answer
papers in Roman script, in-
charge Education Minister
Ratan Lal Nath told the assem-
bly here on Monday.

Shortly after the question hour,
opposition leader Animesh
Debbarma asked whether the
government had taken any ‘pol-
icy decision’ on the issue and
recalled Chief Minister Manik
Saha’s assurance in the last ses-
sion that a committee would be
formed to look into it.

“There are around 5,000
Kokborok-speaking students
who are scheduled to appear in
the CBSE examination starting
on February 15. If these students
are not allowed to write
Kokborok language answer
papers in Roman script, they will
face difficulties as they cannot
write papers in Bengali script,”
he said.

CPI(M) legislator Jitendra
Choudhury expressed concern
over the deadlock and claimed
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that during the Left regime,
Kokborok-speaking students
were allowed to write answers in
both Bengali and Roman scripts.
Dismissing Choudhury’s claim,
the in-charge education minis-
ter said the CBSE has already
rejected the introduction of
Kokborok language in both
Bengali and Roman scripts, as it
allows only one.

In their election manifesto, the
Tipra Motha had promised to
introduce the Roman script for
Kokborok language, which is the
mother tongue of most of the
ethnic tribes in the northeastern
state.

Congress awaiting perm|33|on for Yatra in Manipur

PTI B IMPHAL

Congress Monday said that it
is awaiting the “ground per-
mission” from the Manipur
government for launching its
Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra, for
which it had applied about a
week ago.

The AICC in-charge of
Manipur, Girish Chodankar
told reporters here that the
party leaders met the state chief
secretary Vineet Joshi during
the day and was assured that
they will be informed about the
granting of the permission on
Monday evening itself.

“We applied to the Manipur
government on January 2 itself
for the ground permission for
the launching of the Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yatra at Hapta
Kangjeibung in Imphal East
district on January 14, but it has
not yet been approved so far.

The AICC team met the chief
secretary today to seek the
ground permission for this rally
at the earliest. We have apprised
him that the rally will be peace-
ful” Manipur Pradesh Congress
Committee (MPCC) president
Keisham Meghachandra said.
“We met the chief secretary with
no intention to politicise the
issue. Even if the permission is
not granted, we would like a
word on it,” he said.

Chodankar claimed, “We are
actually trying to help the gov-
ernment to showcase to the
world that Manipur is returning
to normalcy”.

“We are very hopeful there will
be no politics over this yatra. The
Manipur chief minister should
understand the importance of
the Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra and
think about Manipur first and
not BJP politics,” he said.
Meghachandra said that on

January 14 several leaders of the
party, including chief ministers
and MPs from across the coun-
try will gather in Manipur for a
peaceful rally. “The Yatra will be
a huge national programme
and a big message will be deliv-
ered from it”.

The Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra by
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
will be launched from Imphal
on January 14 and culminate on
March 20 in Mumbai. It is
being held with the coming gen-
eral election in mind.

“He (Joshi) said the matter is
with the chief minister ... We
have to do all the preparations
as the party leaders will be com-
ing from across the country for
the Yatra,” Chodankar said.
Manipur is in the grip of con-
tinued ethnic violence since
May and over 180 people have
been killed in it so far. Several
hundreds have been injured.

Himachal witnesses driest
January m 20 years: MeT

PTI W SHIMLA

With 100 per cent deficient
rains in the first eight
days, Himachal Pradesh wit-
nessed the driest January in 20
years, the local Met Office said
on Monday.

“With no rains in January 2024,
the state has witnessed driest
January in the past two decades;’
Director of Shimla Meteorolo-
gical Office Surinder Paul told
PTL

“In 2007, the rain deficit in the
first eight days of January was 99
per cent,” he added.

Most parts of Himachal Pradesh
reeled under biting cold wave
conditions as cold dry spell
continued unabated and dense
fog disrupted normal life in the
plains and lower hills of the state.
The state received 45 per cent
deficit rains during the post
monsoon season from October
1 to December 31, while the rain
deficit was 83 per cent in
December 2023 and 100 per
cent rain deficit has been record-
ed till January 8, 2024.

Dense fog in six districts of
Mandi, Bilaspur, Una, Kangra,
Sirmaur (Paonta Sahib and
Dhaula Kuan) and Solan (Baddi
and Nalagarh) during the morn-
ing hours could have an impact
on agriculture and result in
cold injury and dead tissues (yel-
lowing of tip), stunted growth,
discoloration and wilting, the
Met Office cautioned.

The local Met Office has predict-
ed light rain at isolated places in
the lower and mid hills and light
rain/snow at isolated places on
January 9 and dense fog in the
plains and foothills.

The high altitude tribal areas and
mountain passes groaned under
arctic conditions with mercury

staying 12 to 18 degrees below
freezing point and all the natur-
al sources of water like springs,
lakes, rivulets, tributaries of
snowfed rivers and a large
stretch of the Chandrabhaga
river have frozen affecting the
discharge of water in the rivers.
The minimum temperatures
hovered around freezing point
at most places and Kusumseri
was the coldest with a low of
minus 8.3 degree while Sumdo,
Kalpa and Bhuntar recorded
night temperatures at minus
6.2 degree, minus 1.0 degree and
minus 0.4 degree followed by
Mandi 0.2 degree, Sundernagar
0.4 degree, Narkanda 1.2 degree,
Una 1.4 degree and Solan 1.5
degree.

The maximum temperatures
stayed close to normal and
Kangra was the hottest with a
high of 20.9 degrees Celsius, fol-
lowed by Dharamsala and Solan
20.0 degrees Celsius each, Nahan
17.0 degrees Celsius, Shimla
14.2 degrees Celsius and
Dalhousie, Kusumseri and
Narkanda 9.1 degree Celsius.

Schools closed,
crops damaged

due to overnight
rainin TN

PTI B CHENNAI

Schools were closed in some
districts and crops ready for
harvest were damaged in Tamil
Nadu, including the Cauvery
delta and northern coastal
regions, due to overnight rains
in certain parts of the state.
AIADMK chief Edappadi K
Palaniswami demanded that the
state government provide relief
to farmers for the crop loss they
suffered.

Chennai and neighbouring
Chengalpattu and
Kancheepuram,  besides
Villupuram and Kallakurichi
received good spells of rain
while the Cauvery delta regions
including Cuddalore,
Nagapattinam and Tiruvarur
received moderate to heavy rain.
A Regional Meteorological
Centre bulletin said a trough in
the easterlies runs from south Sri
Lanka to north coastal Tamil
Nadu.

100 per cent land acquisition
completed for Mumba
Ahmedabad bullet train project

PTI @ AHMEDABAD

The National High-Speed Rail
Corporation  Limited
(NHSRCL) on Monday said it
has completed 100 per cent
land acquisition for the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad Rail
Corridor, popularly known as
the bullet train project, across
Gujarat, Maharashtra and Dadra
and Nagar Haveli.

Railways Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw also shared the status
of land acquisition on X, saying
the entire 1389.49 hectares of
land required for the project has
been acquired.

The high-speed rail line is being
built between Mumbai and
Ahmedabad.

The NHSRCL, in a release, said
that all civil contracts for the
project were awarded for Gujarat
and Maharashtra, while 120.4
km of girders had been
launched and 271 km of pier
casting completed.

“The laying of the first rein-
forced concrete (RC) track bed
for the MAHSR corridor track
system, as used in Japanese
Shinkansen, has started in Surat
and Anand. This is for the first
time the J-slab ballastless track
system is being used in India;’
the release stated.

The NHSRCL said it has
achieved a remarkable mile-
stone with the completion of the
first mountain tunnel 350
metres long and 12.6 metres in
diameter located near Zaroli vil-
lage in the Valsad district of
Gujarat in just 10 months.

The first steel bridge, spanning
70 meters and weighing 673 MT,
was erected across NH 53 in
Surat, and 16 such bridges out
of 28 are in various stages of fab-
rication, it said.

The bridge construction has
been completed on six rivers out
of 24 on the MAHSR corridor,
at Par (Valsad district), Purna
(Navsari district), Mindhola
(Navsari district), Ambika
(Navsari district), Auranga
(Valsad district) and Venganiya
(Navsari district), the release

stated.

The work on the Narmada,
Tapti, Mahi and Sabarmati rivers
is underway, it added.

As per the release, noise barri-
ers are being erected on either
side of the viaduct to mitigate
the noise generated by the train
and civil structures during oper-
ations.

Work has started for India’s
first 7 km undersea rail tunnel,
which is a part of the 21 km-
long tunnel between the Bandra
Kurla Complex and Shilphata in
Maharashtra, and excavation
works for the construction of
Mumbai HSR station has begun,
it said.

HSR stations in Gujarat’s Vapi,
Bilimora, Surat, Bharuch,
Anand, Vadodara, Ahmedabad
and Sabarmati are in various
stages of construction, the
NHSRCL said.

The high-speed rail line is being
built using Japans Shinkansen
technology, and the project aims
to create a high-frequency mass
transportation system.

The project has been funded by
the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA)
with a soft loan of Rs 88,000
crore from Japan.

The Rs 1.10 lakh crore project
was expected to be completed by
2022 but faced hurdles in land
acquisition. The government
has set a target to run the first
phase of the bullet train between
Surat and Bilimora in south
Gujarat by 2026.

Bihar Cabinet
doubles honorarium
of top panchayat
representatives

PTI W PATNA

The Bihar cabinet on
Monday doubled the
monthly honorarium of top
panchayat representatives and
substantially increased the
stipend paid to Anganwadi
workers ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections.

Besides, the cabinet approved
creation of a separate sports
department to support athletes
and approved a new informa-
tion technology policy to make
the IT sector in the state more
lucrative for investors.

“The cabinet has approved a
substantial increase in the
monthly honorarium of pan-
chayat representatives and
stipend paid to Anganwadi
workers  (Sevikas and
Sahaayikas) in the state,
Additional Chief Secretary
(ACS) S Siddharth told
reporters after the cabinet meet-
ing. Mukhiyas will now get a
monthly honorarium of Rs
5000 instead of the current Rs
2500, while that for their
deputies was raised to Rs 2500
from Rs 1200, said Siddharth,
the ACS of Cabinet Secretariat.
“Similarly, sarpanchs and
deputy sarpanchs will now get
Rs 5000 per month and Rs
2,500 per month respectively,
he said.

They used to get Rs 2500 and
Rs 1200 per month respective-

‘this is a 100 per cent hike in
the honorarium of these pan-
chayat representatives. This
decision will benefit a large
number of (more than 2.50
lakh) panchayat representa-
tives in the state,” he said.
Besides, the monthly honorar-
ium of ward members has also
been increased from Rs 500 to
Rs 800, said the ACS.

There will be an additional bur-
den of Rs 339 crore annually on
the state exchequer, he added.
The cabinet also approved a
hike in the monthly stipend
paid to around 2.30 lakh
Anganwadi workers (Sevikas
and Sahaayikas) in the state.
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Facile victory

Sheikh Hasina wins fourth term as Bangladesh
PM, Opposition gives poll a miss

er boycott by the Opposition, saw the Awami League emerging victorious and

The just-concluded election in neighbouring Bangladesh, notable for yet anoth-

Sheikh Hasina securing a landmark fourth term as the Prime Minister. The poll,
however, remains embroiled in controversy over allegations of lack of fairness lev-
elled by the Khaleda Zia-led main Opposition, the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP).The
election was held against the backdrop of violence during the campaign. Though the
Awami League secured 222 of the 300 seats, it is interesting to note that no party
came second; the 'independents' --- Awami League's own candidates who were allowed
to contest the poll to give it the semblance of a "competition" --- finished as run-
ners-up. While 63 such 'independents' made it to the House, the third largest party
in the country, the Jatiya Party, could win just 11 seats. It will be interesting to see
who is anointed the official Opposition in Parliament. The fate of the poll was decid-
ed the day the BNP the arch-rival of the Awami

£

il

league, announced its decision to boycott the elec-
tion. In her win, Hasina has defeated not only the
Opposition but also democracy. However, it goes to
her credit that Bangladesh has emerged as a strong
economy and the abject poverty it once had has been
considerably reduced. However, her Government has
faced criticism for alleged human rights abuses and
its crackdown on the Opposition. Hasina's career has
been characterised by a mix of economic develop-
ment initiatives and political dominance, and the
Awami League has been in power since 2009.

A robust democratic system relies on a healthy
Opposition to ensure checks and balances. The absence of a formidable Opposition
can potentially impact the democratic fabric of Bangladesh, leading to concerns about
the concentration of power in the hands of one political party. Hasina's supporters
argue that her leadership has been pivotal in driving economic growth and social
progress, justifying the measures taken to secure her victory. International
observers and human rights organisations have, however, raised concerns about the
fairness of the electoral proceedings. The Government's control over key institutions
and the media has also been criticised for limiting the space for dissent. Back home,
the victory of Hasina is good news as she is a known supporter of India and enjoys
good rapport with the Indian Prime Minister. Bangladesh holds strategic importance
for India due to shared historical, cultural and economic ties. The bilateral relation-
ship has seen positive developments in recent years in areas such as trade, secu-
rity and connectivity. Hasina's continued leadership is likely to maintain stability and
foster cooperative endeavours between India and Bangladesh. For its part, India must
convince her to allow space to the Opposition and let the democratic institutions run
independently. It would be good for her and Bangladesh in the long run.

Devotees participate in a ‘Ram Rath Yatra’ ahead of the consecration ceremony of Ayodhya Ram temple, in Ranchi PTI

Will Modi magic
in the south?

work

KALYAN| SHANKAR

Can the enormous popularity of Prime Minister Narendra Modi help the Bharatiya
Janata Party achieve electoral success in the southern states?

he Party is seeking to
gain more voters in the
challenging southern
region. Its presence is
limited in states like
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Telangana,
and Andhra Pradesh. Since it has
already peaked in the northern
states, the BJP needs to secure
more seats in the South. Last
week, Modi began his election
campaign for the 2024 elections
in the southern states of Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, and Lakshadweep.
He also inaugurated several
multi-crore projects.
The BJP has access to unlimit-
ed funds and has well-organised
party workers on the ground. To
achieve the Party's objective, 40
central ministers had been field-
ed in the South. In Telangana, the
Bharatiya Rashtriya Samithi
(BRS) has been present since its
establishment in 2014 but recent-
ly lost the State to Congress.
Kerala is ruled by Congress or
Left-led fronts, while Tamil Nadu
alternates between Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
and All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam
(ATADMK) In Karnataka, Janata
Dal (Secular), Congress, and
BJP have all had a turn in power.
Several factors influence voters in
the region. They include caste,
money, power, ideology, cinema,
and liquor. In Tamil Nadu, polit-
ical figures such as CN
Annadurai, M Karunanidhi,
MGR, and Jayalalithaa have sig-
nificantly influenced voters. In
the past, N.T. Rama Rao played
a crucial role in united Andhra
Pradesh. However, the B.J.P. cur-
rently lacks prominent leaders in
the southern states. With the
passing of influential leaders like
M Karunanidhi and Jayalalithaa,
the BJP is trying to fill the polit-
ical void.
The BJP won 29 of the 130
regional seats in the 2019 elec-
tions, including 25 in Karnataka
and four in Telangana. However,
the Party lost the state to the
Congress in last year's assembly
olls.
The All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam
(AIADMK) was a significant
ally of the BJP. However, they
ended their alliance three months
ago, and neither Party has
attempted to reconcile since then.

The southern states of India
are known for their unique
cultures. One noticeable dif-
ference is the language divide
between the North and South.
While Hindi is the preferred
language in the North, the
South predominantly uses
English and local languages.
Dravidian Parties in Tamil
Nadu oppose the use of Hindi
and follow an atheistic ideol-
ogy. On the other hand, Kerala
has a robust communist pres-
ence and alternates between
Left Front and Congress-led
coalitions.

The method of using popula-
tion as a measure for con-
stituency delimitation has led
to the South feeling mistreat-
ed. This is because the popu-
lation control measures imple-
mented by Southern states
have resulted in a decline in
population compared to the
North, leading to a sense of
unfairness. As a result, the
North, which has yet to
enforce any population control
measures, will be allocated
more parliamentary con-
stituencies than the South.

A possible solution to address
the delimitation issue is to
consider changing the compo-
sition of the Rajya Sabha.

RELIGION IS NOT A
MAJOR POLITICAL
ISSUE IN SOUTH
INDIA. THE BJP’S
VIEWS ON
CHRISTIAN
CONVERSIONS OR
HOSTILITY TOWARDS
ISLAM HAVE YET TO
GAIN ANY TRACTION
IN THE REGION

This can be inspired by the US
Senate's approach of guaran-
teeing equal representation
of all states. However, this pro-
posal could face resistance
from bigger states in the US
Prime Minister Modi is
attempting to change the per-
ception that the BJP is not
aligned with the culture of
South India. The BJP must still
reach a mutual understanding
with Southern states. The
opposition coalition, INDIA,
controls most of the Southern
States. They are determined to
unseat Modi in 2024

The BJP has a strong focus on
Hindutva, the construction
of the Ayodhya Ram temple,
and an anti-Muslim stance.
However, these views may be
less popular among voters in
southern regions of India.
The Opposition parties like
DMK, AIADMK, TDP, and
BRS hold dominant positions
in their respective states.
Specific communities such as
Vanniyars, Thevars, and
Gounders have influential
roles in Tamil Nadu. In
Karnataka, Vokkaligas and
Lingayats have influence,
while Reddys and Kammas
are rivals in Andhra Pradesh.
However, Brahmins have lost

power. In Kerala, Communists
opposed the rival Congress in
the state, which is also a mem-
ber of the INDIA coalition. In
Telangana, K. Chandra
Shekhar Rao, a Velama leader,
held sway, but in 2023,
Congress snatched the state.
Religion is not a major polit-
ical issue in South India. The
BJP's views on Christian con-
versions or hostility towards
Islam have yet to gain any trac-
tion in the region. The south-
ern states have not experi-
enced any religious conflicts.
This is because the minorities
have assimilated themselves
with the local population.
For the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) to gain success in South
India, they need to adapt to
the local cultural norms and
political strategies. They must
form alliances and regain the
support of former partners. To
achieve this, the BJP should
revise its election strategy and
develop a new narrative.
Failing to do so will result in
the opposition coalition
INDIA becoming stronger
and posing a significant threat
to the BJP
(The writer is a popular
columnist; views are
personal)
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Policy reforms crucial to make

India a manufacturing hub

India requires a comprehensive and coordinated effort from the
Government and industry players to become global manufacturing hub

ith the swift expan-
Wsion of India’s man-
ufacturing sector,

the country is poised to
become a leading global man-
ufacturing force. Currently
positioned among the top
three preferred global manu-
facturing locations, India has
the potential to boost its
exports to an impressive $1
trillion USD by 2030. [1]
However, within the spec-
trum of various supply chains,
the challenges and opportu-
nities of Indian manufactur-
ing are evident in the wood-
en pallet sector. To consoli-
date its position in the pallet
industry, essential policy
reforms are necessary for sus-
tainable growth and global
leadership. Infrastructure
Development

India needs to focus on devel-
oping robust infrastructure,
including transportation,
power, and telecommunica-
tions, to support the manufac-
turing sector. The govern-
ment should invest in build-
ing modern industrial parks,
logistics hubs, and efficient
transportation networks to
reduce manufacturing costs
and improve competitive-
ness.

Sustainable Manufacturing

s_l-uil India

In the era of increasing envi-
ronmental awareness, sus-
tainable and eco-friendly
manufacturing practices are
becoming imperative. The
government should encour-
age manufacturers to adopt
green technologies and sus-
tainable processes by pro-
viding incentives and enforc-
ing regulations that promote
environmental responsibility.
This not only aligns with
global trends but also
enhances the reputation of
Indian products in interna-
tional markets.

Simplified Regulations: The
regulatory environment in
India is complex, and busi-
nesses face bureaucratic hur-
dles. Streamlining regulations
and creating a more business-
friendly environment will
encourage investment and
growth in the manufacturing

sector. Implementing a single-
window system for approvals,
clearances, and licenses can
facilitate ease of doing busi-
ness.

Skilled Labour Development
India’s education system
needs to adapt to the chang-
ing needs of the economy by
providing relevant skills train-
ing. Addressing the shortage
of skilled workers in the man-
ufacturing sector is crucial for
its growth. The government
should focus on creating
appropriate skill sets among
the workforce to meet the
demands of modern manu-
facturing.

Government schemes: The
government has introduced
Production-Linked Incentive
(PLI) schemes to promote
domestic manufacturing and
increase Indid’s share of glob-
al exports. These schemes
encourage investments in
manufacturing and provide
incentives for various sectors,
contributing to the growth of
the manufacturing industry.
Trade Policies and Foreign
Investment: India's trade
policies and foreign invest-
ment regulations play a signif-
icant role in attracting glob-
al manufacturers. The gov-
ernment should continue to

JAY SHAH

focus on policies that promote
domestic manufacturing,
reduce import dependence,
and encourage foreign invest-
ment in the manufacturing
sector.
Tax Reforms
A competitive and stable tax
regime is essential for attract-
ing investment. India needs to
rationalise its tax structure,
ensuring that it is transparent
and predictable. Reducing
corporate tax rates, providing
incentives for research and
development, and promoting
innovation through tax
breaks will encourage manu-
facturing companies to invest
and operate in India.
Conclusion: By implement-
ing the suggested policy
reforms, India can create an
environment conducive to
manufacturing growth, attract
investments, and position
itself as a key player in the
global manufacturing land-
scape. The success of these
reforms will not only boost
the economy but also create
employment opportunities
and enhance India's standing
in the world of international
trade and commerce.

(The writer is CEO of Jay

Wood Industry, views are

personal)

GOVERNOR CANNOT DISMISS MINISTER
Sir — A Governor is the Head of the State,
and a Chief Minister is the Head of the
Government. The governor is bound by the
advice of the council of ministers headed
by the Chief Minister. The Supreme Court
has correctly observed that a Governor is
not vested with powers to dismiss a min-
ister. When the law and order of a state
break down, making it impossible to run
the government by the provisions of the
Constitution, the Governor can recom-
mend the Presidents rule in the state.
During President’s rule, the Governor rules
the state on behalf of the President. All
authorities vested in the hands of a Chief
Minister are transferred to the Governor
during this period. Essentially, during
President’s rule, the Governor assumes the
role of a Chief Minister. While the
Governor administers the oath of office to
the Chief Minister, they have no authori-
ty to dismiss the Chief Minister or their
ministers. Governors, the Attorney General
the Council of Ministers, and the Prime
Minister hold office at the pleasure of the
President, and the Chief Minister and their
Ministers hold office at the pleasure of the
Governor. In practice, the President acts
at the pleasure of the Prime Minister, and
the Governor acts at the pleasure of the
Chief Minister.
The President and the Governors of states
cannot withhold assent to a Bill. The
Constitution does not grant any powers to
the President to act unilaterally, even when
the interest of the nation demands. While
a Prime Minister cannot sign a Bill into law;
the President cannot refuse to sign. The
President or Governor can return the Bill
with observations for reconsideration.
The Supreme Court, in the case of Senthil
Balaji, has ruled that a Governor cannot
dismiss a minister. This ruling aligns
exactly with the provisions of the
Constitution. However, prima facie, the
term “pleasure” appears perplexing. Both
the Prime Minister and Chief Minister
function when they enjoy the pleasure of
the majority of the MPs and MLAs.

KV Seetharamaiah | Bengaluru

of War Orphans is commemorated. The pur-

pose of the day is to raise public awareness
concerning children who have become orphaned
as a result of wars. The World Day of War
Orphans spread information about their plight
and emphasised the psychological, social, and
physical obstacles that children experience as

Every year on January 6th, the World Day

SHORTEST TEST MATCH
Sir — India defeated South Africa by 7
wickets in the second and last Test match,
leveling the series 1-1. The bowlers dom-
inated the match, which concluded in just
two days. Bumrah and Siraj each took six
wickets. With this, a new record has been
set in Test cricket history. This is the short-
est Test match in cricket history in terms
of total balls played. The Cape Town Test
concluded in just 642 balls (107 overs in
total). India became the first Asian team
to win a Test match against South Africa
in Cape Town. This is a promising start for
Team India in the new year. We hope this
momentum continues and India will tri-
umph in the T20 World Cup. Players
should continue practicing, as the more
they practice, the better they will perform.
Mohammad Taukir | Champaran

ALASKA EMERGENCY

Sir —The Alaska emergency is a new threat
to the airline industry and poses imminent
danger in mid-air. An Alaska Airlines flight
traveling from Portland, Oregon, to

WAR ORPHANS 2024

they grow up it is clear that civilians in sever-
al nations around the globe have become vic-
tims of the war. Amongst them, the children are
the silent victims. Millions of children have
grown up in war zones, and ethnic strife with
no families.
The orphans are forced to not only look after
themselves but their younger siblings too.
Palestinian children have been killed by Israeli
forces in Gaza since October 7, the government’s
media office says. Thousands more are miss-
ing under the rubble amid relentless bombard-
ment and it is sad. Many children lost their par-
ents and lived in relief camps for survival. In con-
clusion, World Day of War Orphans 2024 is a
day of both reflection and action. It’s a day to
stand in solidarity with those who have lost their
families to war and to work towards a future
where no child has to bear the scars of conflict.
C K Subramaniam | Chennai

Ontario, California, had to make an emer-
gency landing after a portion of the aircraft
blew out mid-air. The aircraft reached
approximately 16,000 feet about six min-
utes into the flight before beginning its
descent. The jet had 174 passengers and six
crew members aboard.
In a statement provided to CBS News,
Alaska Airlines said that Flight No. 1282
experienced an incident soon after depar-
ture and "landed safely back” in Portland,
but it was a miraculous escape for the pas-
sengers on board. This type of aircraft
comes equipped with a rear emergency exit
door, mainly used by international airlines,
and has a seat configuration that allows for
more passengers on the plane. Most US air-
liners don't use that configuration and
design the area to appear as a window from
the inside of the aircraft. Somehow, the
plane averted disaster, and the pilot
deserves all credit.

C K Ramani | Mumbai

Send your feedback to;
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A JEALOUS AND
POSSESSIVE MIND

Human minds have fallen prey to the traits
of jealousy, envy and possessiveness

RAVI VALLURI

here were twenty theatre enthusiasts of a college who participat-
Ted in the audition for staging the annual college day play. All six

roles were up for grabs, which included one female and five male
characters.
As a safety valve, the well-feted and cerebral director handpicked one
additional female lead and two male characters. The first choice was a
female lead who was attractive, vivacious and bubbling with talent. She
felt wretched sharing stage space with another plucky woman.
Her covetous and jealous mind, instead of concentrating on the char-
acter and performance, kept plotting strategies to run down her perceived
opponent, much to the consternation of the director.At his wit's end, the
director opted for the alternative and assigned her to the lead role. The
tempestuous woman burning with envy was clearly responsible for the
loss.
Companies, countries and communities have all become wary of the
material success of their ‘competitors’ and in the process compromise
with their goals and objectives. Consequently, they resort to shortcuts
in order to emerge triumphant and victorious. “You can be the moon
and still be jealous of the stars,” writes the American musician Garry
Allen. The attribute of jealousy arises in an individual when the mind is
possessive of certain belongings. Interestingly, envy in many also aris-
es out of shortages. There can be a lack of aptitude, talent, resources,
connections, opportunities, or because of unfavourable outcomes.
Individuals subsumed by jealousy build walls of possessiveness and false
security walls around their personalities. Such minds feel cheery about
their possessions.

As per the epic, The Mahabharata, Karna was extremely jealous of Arjuna,
which eventually proved to be his nemesis. The jealous and possessive
mind is acquisitive by nature, taking both animate and inanimate objects
for granted and getting attached to things like an addiction to alcohol or
marijuana. For instance, in the case of the college theatre mentioned ear-
lier, the more talented actress became fearful and was gripped with hatred
and greed. Jealous and envious minds have become laboratories of antag-
onism that spew hatred. How do we overcome attributes such as jeal-
ousy, envy and possessiveness? At one end of the spectrum are orga-
nizations and authorities which need to take up this responsibility. This
includes proper parenting, where children are brought up on ideals of
inherent goodness, an effective educational system that imparts values
as part of their pedagogy, governments that take up the responsibility
of providing equal opportunities to the citizens and make an attempt to
carve out an egalitarian system, and a society that addresses the core
issues of humaneness amongst its citizenry. Vasudeva Kutumbakam is
the net result.
This may appear altruistic but is an effort to restore some semblance
of sanity in society, which otherwise is plagued by avarice and jealousy.
The spiritual touch is an important colour in the rainbow of goodness.
One can practice any faith, but we need to be tolerant of other peoples’
points of view. Spirituality succeeds where religions draw the fault lines
and wave red flags. Globalisation has made the world flat, but has result-
ed in an exponential increase in crass commercialization and human minds
have fallen prey to the traits of jealousy, envy and possessiveness.
The vicious tendencies of jealousy and possessiveness can be tackled
by following the two-fold approach highlighted so that the chasm between
individuals diminishes.
Manifest plainness,Embrace simplicity, Reduce selfishness, Have few
desires— Lao Tzu

(Ravi Valluri is the CEQ of Chhattisgarh East Railway Ltd. and is a

faculty of the Art of Living. Views are personal)
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Hiring based on skills 1s |
now a standard practice
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DINESH SOOD

As India enters this transformative phase in hiring practices, both employers and job
seekers need to embrace the opportunities presented by skills-based hiring

]

he job market in India is con- :
stantly changing, and we are now :
witnessing a significant shift :
towards skills-based hiring. The :
old-fashioned approach to hir- :
ing, which relied on academic qualifications
and work experience, is giving way to a
more dynamic method that prioritizes spe-
cific skills. The new skills-first approach :
enables professionals to explore unconven- :
tional career pathways and places greater :
empbhasis on their abilities rather than their :
educational background. This shift reflects :
a wider recognition that skills, rather than :
just degrees, are the key to success in today's

highly competitive job market.

A skills-first hiring approach gives priori-
ty to a candidate’s practical abilities over tra- :

ditional qualifications. This trend is grow-
ing rapidly in India as employers realize the

value of diverse skill sets. It is relevant today :
because it provides equal opportunities for
all, allowing talent to shine beyond acad- :
emic labels. The advantages of this approach :
include a more inclusive job market and the

ability to tap into hidden talent.
This approach values merit over formali-

ties, enabling professionals from diverse :
backgrounds to contribute on a global scale. :
Every foreign job market has a specific skill :
shortage that they are looking to fill, and :
this approach helps to fill that gap. :
According to a report titled "The State of
Skills-Based Hiring 2023', 86 per cent of :

employees believe that they are more like-

ly to secure their dream job when the hir- :

ing process includes skills-based hiring.

The latest data from the Periodic Labour :
Force Survey (PLFS) is alarming: a whop- !
ping 86% of individuals aged between 15 :
and 59 years have not received any form of :
vocational training. This is unacceptable! :
It is high time that we focus our efforts on
converting this pool of individuals into :

skilled human capital.

The current trend in hiring prioritizes skills. :
Therefore, high schools and post-sec- :
ondary education institutions must design :
their curriculum to focus on these skills. :
The New Education Policy (NEP) 2020 :
rightly emphasizes the need for standard- :
ized vocational training courses in high :
schools, with a range of experiences aimed :
at developing a bundle of skill competen-

cies.

To achieve the goal set by the NEP of

¢ increasing the gross enrolment
i ratio in higher education, includ-
¢ ing vocational education, to 50% by
¢ 2035, further action is needed. This
i requires the addition of 3.5 crore
: new seats to higher education
¢ institutions (HEIs) and focusing on
i aflexible curriculum with creative
i combinations of subjects. We must
¢ integrate vocational education with
i mainstream education and allow
¢ for multiple entries and exits with
i appropriate certification. To pro-
i vide our students with the best pos-
i sible skills, it is imperative to
¢ establish  Multidisciplinary
i Education
¢ Universities (MERUs) at par with
¢ the Indian Institutes of Technology

- THE LATEST DATA
' FROM THE
PERIODIC

~ LABOUR FORCE
SURVEY (PLFS) IS
ALARMING: A
WHOPPING 86%
OF INDIVIDUALS
~ AGED BETWEEN
15 AND 59 YEARS
HAVE NOT
RECEIVED ANY
FORM OF
VOCATIONAL
TRAINING

¢ ment, and risk analysis within this
i domain.

¢ Skills-first hiring is a new approach
¢ that is dismantling traditional bar-
i riers to offer global work opportu-
i nities irrespective of educational
¢ background or regional certifica-
i tions. For instance, a cyber securi-
i ty expert equipped with practical
i knowledge and certifications can
i now find doors opening abroad, as
i security needs transcend geograph-

and Research

(ITTs) and Indian Institutes of
Management (IIMs).

However, accurately assessing these
skills may pose challenges.
Nevertheless, the future outlook
suggests continued growth, foster-
ing innovation and adaptability in
a workforce where skills, not just
degrees, define success. This reflects
a dynamic shift towards meritocra-
cy in the evolving employment
landscape. The growing integration
of advanced technologies like gen-
erative AL, machine learning, cloud
computing, and data science across
these sectors drives the trend. As
these technologies continue to pro-
pel business and alter business
operations, the demand for
upskilling in technology remains
robust. Companies are increasing-
ly seeking professionals with specif-
ic skills to fill key roles in areas such
as valuation analysis, financial
research, investor relations manage-

ical confines.

IBM India has adopted a 'skill-first'
approach where college degrees do
not matter. In 2012, IBM imple-
mented this approach in the US by
removing the four-year college
degree requirement from about
50% of its jobs. Ten years later, 29%
of the present IBM US workforce in
hardware, software, and consulting
does not have a college degree.
However, companies like Oracle
had 100%, followed by Intel (94%),
HP (92%), and Apple (90%).

A study conducted between 2017
and 2022 showed that US employ-
ers reduced degree requirements for
46% of middle-skill positions and
31% of high-skill positions. Various
studies highlight that for the job of
software quality-assurance engi-
neer, only 26% of Accenture's post-
ings for the position contained a
degree requirement.

The rise of skills-based hiring can
be attributed to several factors,
each contributing to a more com-
prehensive and efficient employ-
ment ecosystem. One of the key dri-
vers is the fast-paced evolution of
technology, which has made some
skill sets obsolete while creating an
insatiable demand for new ones. As
industries digitize and automate,
employers are looking for candi-
dates who have the technical exper-
tise required to navigate this new
world.

Skills-based hiring is not only about
technical prowess but also about fos-
tering inclusivity in the workplace.
By focusing on skills, employers can
tap into a broader talent pool,
breaking down barriers related to
age, gender, or educational back-
ground. This approach enables
individuals with non-traditional
career trajectories to showcase their
abilities, ultimately leading to a more
diverse and innovative workforce.

In a country as diverse as India, this
inclusive hiring model is crucial for
unlocking the full potential of the
population. It allows for the recog-
nition and utilisation of a rich
tapestry of skills that may be over-

4'"

looked in a more rigid, qualifica-
tion-centric system.
When individuals are hired based
on their skills instead of solely on
academic qualifications, there is a
higher likelihood of job satisfaction
and engagement. Employees who
feel that their skills are valued are
more likely to invest in their profes-
sional development, leading to a
continuous improvement loop.
This paradigm shift challenges the
traditional notion that a candidate's
potential is solely based on their
educational background. It
acknowledges that skills are dynam-
ic, and the ability to learn and adapt
is highly valued in today's fast-paced
work environment.
As India transitions to this transfor-
mative phase in hiring practices,
both employers and job seekers
need to embrace the opportunities
presented by skills-based hiring. Job
seekers should focus on acquiring
and showcasing relevant skills,
whether through formal educa-
tion, online courses, or on-the-job
experience. Employers, on the other
hand, should refine their recruit-
ment processes to ensure that they
identify and nurture the diverse tal-
ents that the Indian workforce has
to offer.
In conclusion, skills-based hiring in
India marks a pivotal moment in the
country's employment landscape. It
is a departure from traditional
norms, a response to technological
evolution, and a step toward a
more inclusive and dynamic profes-
sional future. As India continues to
embrace this shift, the workforce
will be characterised not just by
degrees but by a mosaic of skills that
power innovation and drive success
in an ever-changing global econo-
my.
(The writer is a Co-Founder and
MD of Orane International, a
Training Partner with the National
Skill Development Corporation
(NSDC), and a Network Member
of India International Skill
Centres, Views expressed
are personal)

Confronting cancer: Are we winning the war against 1t?

With the growing incidents of cancer, it is crucial for health authorities to prioritise early detection, cost-effective treatment and preventive measures

ancer, often referred
‘ to as the "emperor of

maladies,” continues
to be a formidable challenge
for medical researchers and
scientists worldwide. Despite
significant advancements in
the field of medicine and
biomedical science, cancer
remains a relentless adversary,
and its burden is escalating
rapidly in India. India is fac-
ing a mounting crisis, with
alarming statistics indicat-
ing a surge in cancer cases
and mortality rates. As we
delve into the current sce-
nario, it becomes evident that
immediate action is impera-
tive to strengthen cancer care
infrastructure, improve early
detection and enhance pre-
ventive measures. The cancer
burden in India is reaching
unprecedented  levels.

A

BISHAL KUMAR SAHA

According to a recent report
presented in Parliament, there
were 14.61 lakh cancer cases
detected in 2022, an increase
of 35,000 cases from the pre-
vious year.

Even more concerning is the
mortality rate, with 8.08 lakh
patients succumbing to can-
cer in 2022 compared to 7.89
lakh in 2021. The projections
estimate a staggering 29.8
million cancer patients in

India by 2025. These figures
paint a bleak picture, sound-
ing an alarm for both health-
care authorities and the gen-
eral public. Despite improve-
ments in cancer treatment,
the incidence of cancer and
mortality rates persistently
rise in India. The country
faces multiple challenges in
combatting cancer effective-
ly. The most prevalent types
of cancer in India include
breast, lung, colon, rectum
and prostate cancer.
Moreover, India has one of
the highest mortality-to-inci-
dence ratios for cancer glob-
ally, indicating a need for
early detection and accessible
treatment facilities.

The actual incidence of can-
cer in India could be signifi-
cantly higher than the official
figures, as highlighted by a

2022 study conducted by the
Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry and Ernst & Young
(FICCI-EY). This suggests
that the situation is more dire
than what the statistics por-
tray, making it all the more
urgent to address this issue
promptly.

One of the central issues
contributing to the cancer cri-
sis in India is the lack of easy
access to specialized hospitals
equipped with experienced
oncologists and state-of-the-
art machinery. Timely detec-
tion of the disease and afford-
able treatment are critical
factors that need immediate
attention.

The government must prior-
itize the establishment of
cancer institutes and tertiary
care centres to cater to the

growing demand for quality
cancer care. While the public
healthcare system is over-
burdened, private hospitals
often provide treatments that
are financially out of reach for
many patients. Raising pub-

lic awareness about cancer
detection and prevention is a
key aspect of tackling this cri-
sis effectively. Beyond the
well-known risk factors such
as tobacco and alcohol con-
sumption, obesity and seden-

tary lifestyles, environmental
factors also play a significant
role in the rising disease bur-
den. For instance, the con-
sumption of processed and
packaged foods with preser-
vatives has been linked to
cancer. Promoting healthy
habits, including regular exer-
cise, can be instrumental in
reducing cancer risk.

Among women of reproduc-
tive age, breast and cervical
cancers are the leading caus-
es of cancer-related mortali-
ty. These cancers, however,
are largely preventable
through early screening and
timely interventions. Public
health campaigns aimed at
encouraging regular screen-
ings and educating women
about the importance of early
detection can save many lives.
Cancer continues to cast a

dark shadow over India's
healthcare landscape.
As the cancer burden increas-
es, it becomes vital for health
authorities to focus on early
detection, affordable treat-
ment and preventive mea-
sures. The establishment of
specialized hospitals coupled
with heightened public
awareness campaigns, can
significantly alleviate the chal-
lenges posed by cancer. The
time for action is now, as
India must stand united in its
fight against the dreaded
emperor of maladies. Only
through collective efforts, we
can hope to turn the tide and
provide a brighter future for
cancer patients in the coun-
try.
(The writer studies at Delhi
University and is a freelance
writer, views are personal)
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Muizzu to sign pacts to

PTI W BEIJING
aldivian President
Mohamed Muizzu

arrived in China on Monday on
a five-day state visit durin
which he is due to hold talks
with his Chinese counterpart
Xi Jinping and sign several
agreements to bolster the bilat-
eral ties.

Muizzu, who is regarded as
“pro-Ching’, is accompanied by
his wife Sajidha Mohamed and
a high-level delegation. The
President and the First Lady
were greeted by senior Chinese
officials upon their arrival in
the country. They visited the
Xiamen Free Trade Zone in
China’s Fujian province after
their arrival. Representatives
from the Xiamen Free Trade
Zone presented an introducto-
ry video. Following the presen-
tation, the President and the
First Lady took a tour and
inquired about significant areas
in the zone.

Muizzu’s maiden visit to
China, however, has been
marred by a huge diplomatic
row triggered by the derogato-
ry remarks against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi by
some Maldivian ministers after
he posted a video of him on a
pristine beach during his visit

to Lakshadweep. The
Maldivian envoy to India was
on Monday summoned to the
external affairs ministry and
conveyed strong concern over
remarks. Muizzu is due to hold
talks with Chinese President Xi
and sign several agreements to
bolster the bilateral ties, accord-
ing to the Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Wang
Wenbin.

“The relations between
China and the Maldives now
stand at a new historical start-
ing point. We believe that
through this visit, the two
heads of state will provide
strategic guidance for the bilat-
eral relations to reach a new
height” Wang told the media
on January 5.

During President Muizzu’s
visit, the Maldives and China
will hold official talks and sign
key agreements to enhance
trade, professional develop-
ment, and socioeconomic
cooperation, the Maldivian
President’s Office said in a
press release.

The visit will also pave the
way for collaborations in tech-
nology and other areas between
the two countries, it said.
Muizzu will also attend the
Invest Maldives Forum in the
southeastern Chinese city of

Fuzhou, China and meet with
senior Chinese business lead-
ers to explore avenues for
strengthening socioeconomic
relations between the Maldives
and China, it said.

Muizzu’s predecessors in
the recent past visited India
first, considering the wide-
ranging bilateral ties and the
Maldives’ proximity to India,
followed by China which has
expanded its influence in the
island nation by investing in
major infrastructure projects
there.

Surprisingly Muizzu, who
was sworn in as President in

olster ties with China

November, chose Turkiye as his
first destination for a foreign
visit soon after his election fol-
lowed by the UAE where he
met Prime Minister Modi on
the sidelines of the United

Nations Framework
Convention on Climate
Change (COP28) on December
1 and discussed the progress of
the wide-ranging bilateral ties.

During the meeting, both
leaders agreed to set up a core
group to discuss the multi-
dimensional relations and fur-
ther deepen ties. The meeting
took place after Muizzu
requested New Delhi to with-

draw 77 Indian military per-
sonnel from the Maldives and
decided to review more than
100 bilateral agreements
between the two countries.

Earlier, Muizzu’s govern-
ment announced its plans to
drop a hydrographic survey
agreement with India. In
December, the new Maldives
Vice President Hussain
Mohamed Latheef visited
China, his first visit abroad, and
took part in the China-spon-
sored China-Indian Ocean
Region Forum on
Development Cooperation,
(CIORF) in Kunming.

Significantly, while praising
Chinese infrastructure pro-
jects, Latheef made no mention
of China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) under which
most of the Maldives’ infra-
structure projects were built.

The BRI is an ambitious
plan initiated by President Xi in
2013 to develop new trade
routes connecting China with
the rest of the world via land
and maritime networks to
improve regional integration,
increase trade and stimulate
economic growth.

Observers say Muizzu’s
foreign policy perhaps is still
evolving as the Maldives
domestic political situation has

undergone a major change
after his election in November
last year. Soon after his election
Muizzu fell out with former
pro-China President Yameen,
regarded as his mentor, and
opted to pursue his own foreign
and domestic policy.

Under Yameen’s
Presidency, China carried out
major infra projects amid alle-
gations of debt traps by some
influential politicians of the
Maldives. Angry with Muizzu,
Yameen, who is currently serv-
ing a prison sentence for cor-
ruption, quit the ruling
Progressive Party of Maldives
(PPM) and formed his own
political party called People’s
National Front (PNC) from jail
to oppose Muizzu.

Also, the island’s
Parliament is currently domi-
nated by the Maldivian
Democratic Party (MDP)
headed by Solih and the island
nation is due to go to
Parliamentary polls in April.

The Maldives is India’s key
maritime neighbour in the
Indian Ocean Region (IOR)
and occupies a special place in
its initiatives like SAGAR
(Security and Growth for All in
the Region) and the
Neighbourhood First Policy’ of
the Modi government.

SL Navy ready to
despatch ship
to Red Sea

Colombo (PTI): The Sri
Lanka Navy on Monday said
it is ready to send a naval ship
to the Red Sea to combat the
threat to merchant vessel lines
by Houthi rebels, joining
countries such as India, in pro-
tecting the key waterway for
global trade. The announce-
ment comes following last
week’s orders of President
Ranil Wickremesinghe, who
had declared the cost as Rs 250
million every fortnight.

The Iran-backed Houthi
rebels have launched more
than 20 attacks on merchant
ships in recent weeks, claim-
ing to take revenge against
Israel for its military campaign
against Palestinian terror
group Hamas in Gaza. These
attacks have sharply raised
goods’ transportation costs
between Asia and Europe.
Newswire Lanka quoted Navy
spokesman Captain Gayan
Wickramasuriya as saying that
but the exact date of deploy-
ment is yet to be confirmed.
The vessels would be covering
the Red Sea, Arabian Sea,
Gulf of Aden, and connected
sea lanes. Captain
Wickramasuriya went on to
say that initially one ship
would be deployed as part of
Operation Prosperity
Guardians, the Naval opera-
tion underway at the Red Sea,
and adjoining trade routes.
“Discussions will be held and
based on the warship’s capabil-
ity it will be deployed to any
one of the sea lanes requiring
protection from the Houthi
rebels,” the Newswire Lanka
quoted him as saying.

He also stated that the
deployment of more ships or
swapping of ships will take
place based on the current
requirements and economic
situation of Sri Lanka, and a
discussion on the matter.
Wickremesinghe, also the
defence minister, has come
under criticism for the deci-
sion at a time when the island
was going through its econom-
ic crisis.

4 civilians killed in Ukraine in missile attacks

AP H KYIV

Russia launched its latest
barrage of hypersonic and
cruise missiles against
Ukrainian targets early
Monday;, striking near the front
lines of fighting in the east as
well as in central and western
parts of the country, officials
said. At least four civilians
were reported killed and at least
30 injured.

Western officials and ana-
lysts had previously warned
that Russia was stockpiling its
cruise missiles in preparation
for a strategy of winter bom-
bardment, as bad weather
keeps the 1,500-kilometre (930-
mile) front line largely static
after 22 months of war. Unlike
last winter, when the Kremlin’s
forces targeted Ukraine’s power
grid, Russia is now aiming at
Kyiv’s defence industry, they
say. But the barrages have
repeatedly hit civilian areas.

Monday’s attacks struck a
string of urban areas, including

housing and a shopping mall,
across Ukraine. In the south-
eastern Dnipropetrovsk region,
a woman died in a missile
attack outside the city of Kryvyi
Rih and 24 people were injured
in a strike on the town of
Novomoskovsk.

In Kryvyi Rih itself, which
is  Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s home
town, more than 20 houses and
a shopping mall were damaged
in the attack, said regional
governor Serhii Lysak. At least
four missiles hit Kharkiv, the
country’s second-largest city,
injuring one person, said
mayor Thor Terekhov. A
woman rescued from the rub-
ble of a building later died,
regional Gov. Oleh Syniehubov
said. More people may be
trapped, he said.

Authorities in  the
Khmelnytskyi region said two
people died as at least six
explosions were heard during
the morning missile attack.
Meanwhile, Russian troops

L

In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, emergency workers
help a wounded man after a residential houses were badly damaged in a Russian

missile attack, near Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine, on Monday

AP/PTI

conducted 131 artillery attacks
on the Kherson region, killing
two people and injuring five,
according to governor
Oleksandr Prokudin.

Kherson and the surround-
ing region have been consis-
tently targeted since Russian

forces withdrew from the city
to the eastern side of the
Dnipro in the autumn of 2022.
In Zaporizhzhia, a major
southern city along the Dnipro
River, two people were injured
in a missile strike on a residen-
tial district, said regional gov-

ernor Yurii Malashko.

Two people injured in a
January 2 attack died on
Monday, officials said. The
Ukrainian military said on
Monday that Russian forces
have made unsuccessful
efforts to advance during the
past day in several areas,
including around Lyman in
the Kharkiv region and in the
Donetsk and Zaporizhzhia
regions. In the Russia-occu-
pied Luhansk region in
Ukraine’s east, a Russian war-
plane accidentally released a
bomb on the town of
Rubizhne, said Leonid
Pasechnik, head of the region’s
rebel government.

The bomb, an FAB-250
that carries a high-explosive
warhead, did not cause
injuries, Pasechnik said. The
incident comes six days after
Russia accidentally dropped
munitions over the village of
Petropavlovka in the Belgorod
region that has come under
repeated Ukrainian attack.
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SC

Jashes life-long

disqualification
of Pak lawmakers

PTI W ISLAMABAD

Pakistan’s Supreme Court
on Monday quashed the
lifetime disqualification for
lawmakers, ruling that parlia-
mentarians would be barred
from holding office for five
years, in a major relief to
leading politicians, including
former prime ministers Nawaz
Sharif and Imran Khan, ahead
of the February 8 elections.

A 2018 judgment by a
five-member bench of the
apex court had declared that
disqualification under Article
62(1)(f) was for life, but
changes made in the Elections
Act 2017 on June 26, 2023, by
a coalition government led
by Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) restricted it
to a five-year term only.

A seven-member bench,
headed by Chief Justice Qazi
Faez Isa, on Monday ruled that
no person can be barred for a
lifetime from running in elec-
tions if they are disqualified
under Article 62 (1)(f).

The bench with a 6 to 1
split judgment abolished the
lifetime disqualification and
thus went against the judg-
ment of its five-member bench
which in 2018 had ruled in
favor of lifetime disqualifica-
tion. The bench bench com-
prising Chief Justice Isa and
Justices Syed Mansoor Ali
Shah, Yahya Afridi,
Aminuddin Khan, Jamal Khan
Mandokhail, Muhammad Ali
Mazhar and Musarrat Hilali
had reserved judgment on
Friday after concluding hear-
ing of multiple petitions.

Justice Afridi differed
from the other six judges and
wrote a note of dissent in
favour of life-long disqualifi-
cation. The verdict has deter-
mined once and for all the
controversy around the peri-
od of disqualification under
Article 62(1)(f) of the
Constitution and the Elections
Act 2017.

Sharif, the 74-year-old for-
mer prime minister and also a
frontrunner for the fourth
term in the February 8 gener-
al elections, was disqualified in
the Panama Papers case in

2017. His rival 71-year-old
Imran Khan, who was disqual-
ified in the Toshakhana cor-
ruption case last year, also was
hit by the same law. The out-
come of the hearing has decid-
ed the political future of both
Sharif and Khan as well as
many other politicians.

Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz leader and former law
minister Azam Nazir Tarar
welcomed the judgment and
said that it was long overdue.
“The Supreme Court removed
a discrepancy as the life-long
ban was against the funda-
mental rights,” he said. During
the hearing spanning over
several days, the court heard
many lawyers in order to get
various points of views on the
duration of disqualification.

The remarks made by the
chief justice and some other
judges showed that they were
not comfortable with the life-
long ban on a convicted politi-
cian. However, it was not clear
if the limit of disqualification
should be imposed through a
court order and an amend-
ment in the constitution. Most
of the arguments were in
favour of nullifying the con-
cept of life-long ban and lim-
iting it to a five-year term.
However, the chief justice
repeatedly said that he also
wanted to hear arguments in
support of life-long disquali-
fication and asked lawyers to
come forward.

The issue came into the
focus of the Supreme Court
towards the end of 2023 dur-
ing the hearing of a petition of
Badshah Khan Qaisarani, who
was disqualified for producing
a fake graduation degree.
During the hearing, the chief
justice had remarked that the
SC verdict on lifetime disqual-
ification and the amendments
made to the Elections Act,
2017 could not co-exist. He
had further stated that discrep-
ancies in the apex court’s inter-
pretation and the law could
result in “confusion” in the
upcoming general elections.
On Thursday, Chief Justice Isa
said that disqualifying anyone
for life from Parliament is
“against Islam”.

‘| look after my people with motherly affection’

PTI W DHAKA

Newly—elected fifth-term
Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina on
Monday said she looks after her
people with motherly affection
but did not think her gender is
any impediment to her work.

Refusing to be bracketed as
a woman running the top office
in Bangladesh, she said,
“Actually when you run the
country, you should not think
about whether you are a man
or awoman. “When I took over
power, I had heard many things
about it. But when I work,
when T start working, I never
thought I am a woman, I had
restrictions, no,” the 76-year-
old leader told a press confer-
ence hours after winning the
fourth consecutive victory with
a decisive majority.

“I try to work for my peo-
ple and yes, I can tell you one
thing. A woman as a mother
(they) look after families, look

after children, (I have) brought
up children. With motherly
affection, I look after my peo-
ple. And I try to assist them and
help them,” she replied to a
question about the restrictions
she felt as a woman leading the
country.

Wearing a pastel green
saree, tackling questions with
wit and a smile evoking laugh-
ter and appreciation, the
Awami League leader respond-
ed to a question comparing her
with other great women prime
ministers or presidents from
across the world, former prime
ministers of India, Indira
Gandhi, Sri Lanka’s Sirimavo
Bandaranaike and Israel’s
Golda Meir, disagreed.

“You mentioned about Mrs
Gandhi, Sirimavo
Bandarnayake or Golda Mier.
They are very great ladies. I am
not. I am very simple, just a
common person. I feel T am just
a common person,” she said.

“Iam not saying I have not

got much but one thing, I
always feel (is) my responsibil-
ity for my people that I have to
serve them. So I never felt that
this is a position I have to run
it no I felt this is an opportu-
nity to serve my country, my

people, and ensure that they get
a better life,” she asserted.

Without betraying a hint of
sadness, but with a pause, she
also said: “Tam in power ... you
know the killer, they
eliminated my entire family.
My younger brother was only
10 years old. Perhaps they had
in their mind that nobody
from the family will come
again in power. In August
1975, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
his wife and their three sons
were assassinated in their home
by military officers. His daugh-
ters Hasina and Rehana sur-
vived the purge as they were
abroad. “But yes, it is about
people. Our people gave me
this opportunity. Time and
again, people are voting for me
and I am here. I have survived
many times and I think, Allah
gave me this opportunity,
Hasina, who won two-thirds of
the seats in an election boy-
cotted by the major opposition
parties, added.

P'I'T says candidates to be
announced within 24 hrs

PTI M ISLAMABAD

Imran Khan’s beleaguered
akistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party
on Monday said it would
announce its candidates for
the upcoming February 8 elec-
tion within the next 24 hours.
Senator Ali Zafar from
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) party told Geo News
that the party had issued the
confirmation to 98-99 per
cent of candidates vying to
contest the election on a PTI
ticket. He said a decision need-
ed to be taken on merely two
per cent of seats. “The
approval has been given on
who will contest elections on
which seat. The candidates will
be announced today or tomor-
row, said Zafar.
He said the decision will be

!’ailed former prime minister

announced after the Peshawar
High Court (PHC) verdict.
The PTTleader also shared that
a large number of lawyers
have been given tickets to con-
test the election. However, he
clarified that there is no ratio
of how many tickets were
awarded to lawyers and work-
ers of the party.

The general election in
cash-strapped Pakistan is just
a month away but political
parties, except a few, have yet
not finalised their list of can-
didates. Meanwhile, Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) is facing a difficult situation
as it has been under pressure
to accommodate PTT dissi-
dents as well as the Istehkam
Pakistan Party (IPP) and
Pakistan Muslim League-
Quaid (PML-Q) in Punjab.

On the other hand, the

PTI has been demanding a
level playing field, alleging
that it is being targeted.

The former ruling party
has also been struggling in
connection with its election
symbol — the cricket bat.

It has also approached the
Supreme Court with a petition
challenging the January 3
order of the Peshawar High
Court (PHC) which stripped
the party of its iconic election
symbol. On January 3, the
PHC revoked the stay order
granted by its single-member
bench and restored the
Election Commission of
Pakistan’s (ECP) decision to
declare PTI intra-party polls
null and void. The PHC also
stripped the PTT of its election
symbol. The PTI, however,
challenged the verdict in the
top court.

Only 41.8% turnout
in Bangladesh,
least since 1991

Dhaka (PTI): Bangladesh’s
opposition-boycotted general
election on Sunday that re-
elected Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina’s ruling Awami League
for the fourth consecutive term
registered a voter turnout of
only 41.8 per cent, almost half
compared to 2018 polls and the
lowest since 1991.
“According to the final
count, the figure stands at 41.8
per cent,” Chief Election
Commissioner Kazi Habibul
Awal told a news briefing at his
office on Monday. “If anyone
doubts the number, you are
most welcome to challenge it
Awal said. The main opposition
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP), led by an ailing former
prime minister Khaleda Zia,
who is under house arrest on
graft charges, had boycotted the
polls calling it a “sham.”
According to data available for
previous elections, the 2008

elections, which installed
Hasina’s Awami League (AL) to
power, drew over 87 per cent
votes. The subsequent 2014
polls, which were boycotted by
BNP, drew over 40 per cent
votes though Awami League
candidates were elected uncon-
tested in 153 out of the 300
seats. Over 80 per cent of vot-
ers turned out in the 2018 elec-
tions, the data showed.

The BNP which had boy-
cotted the 2014 election joined
the process in 2018, which the
party leaders later said was a
mistake and alleged the voting
was marred with widespread
rigging and intimidation.
According to the final result,
Awami League candidates
secured 223 seats, the parlia-
mentary opposition Jatiya Party
(JAPA) got 11 and independent
candidates including ruling
party rebels bagged 61 in the
300-seat parliament.

B’desh main opp rejects ‘dummy
polls’, demands fresh elections

PTI W DHAKA

Bangladesh’s main opposi-
tion BNP, which boycotted
Sunday’s general elections
swept by Sheikh Hasina’s
party, on Monday demanded
the cancellation of the
“‘dummy election” and the
prime minister’s resignation,
questioning the accuracy of
the voter turnout.

To mobilise public sup-
port for their demands, the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
announced a two-day mass
contact programme on
Tuesday and Wednesday. The
party also renewed its demand
for a fresh election under a
non-party polls-time govern-
ment to establish a legitimate
and accountable government.

Hasina’s Awami League
party won 223 seats in the
300-seat Parliament. Election
was held for 299 seats The
election to one seat will be
held later due to the death of

a candidate. The main oppo-
sition in Parliament, the Jatiya
Party, got 11 seats, Bangladesh
Kallyan party won in one
constituency while indepen-
dent candidates came out vic-
torious in 62 seats. Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal and the
Workers Party of Bangladesh
won one seat each.
Bangladesh’s Election
Commission on Monday said
41.8 per cent of the voters
turned out to cast their votes.
“According to the final
count, the figure stands at 41.8
per cent,” Chief Election
Commissioner Kazi Habibul
Awal told a news briefing at
his office, adding if anyone
doubts the number “you are
most welcome to challenge it”.
The BNP boycotted the
elections and observed a strike
on Sunday. Nazrul Islam
Khan, another BNP standing
committee member, said their
party wanted to establish a
government elected by peo-

ple’s vote and accountable to
them.

“A free and fair election is
necessary for that, and that
didn’t happen yesterday. So,
people have turned down this
election. Everyone is saying
the voter turnout which was
shown was fake,” he said.

“So, BNP and other polit-
ical parties who are on a
movement for the restoration
of democracy demand the
immediate cancellation of the
dummy election of January 7,
resignation of Sheikh Hasina
and formation of a polls-time
non-party neutral govern-
ment for holding a national
election,” Nazrul said.

He also said people’s own-
ership of the state must be
restored and all enforced dis-
appearance, killing, and ghost
cases must be stopped and
people will have to be protect-
ed from his repressive regime.

“These are now people’s
demands. We congratulate

and thank people as they
made sacrifices in the face of
various pressures and allure-
ments and foiled the govern-
ment’s evil efforts to show a
huge turnout by taking them
to the voting centres.

BNP Standing Committee
member Abdul Moyeen Khan
said the country’s people uni-
laterally and spontaneously
rejected Sunday’s election.

On behalf of the parties
that called for boycotting the
polls, he congratulated the
people of the country for
turning down the election. He
also said the government
failed to take voters to the
polling stations despite vari-
ous threats and intimidation.

“There was no voting and
election on January 7. What
happened was vote robbery
and vote rigging,” the BNP
leader said. The party has
been saying no election under
the current government would
be fair and credible.

US designates China,
Pakistan as ‘Countries
of Particular Goncern’

New York (PTI): The US has
designated China, North Korea
and Pakistan as “Countries of
Particular Concern” for engag-
ing in and tolerating “particu-
larly severe violations of reli-
gious freedom.”

Announcing the Religious
Freedom Designations, US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said that advancing
the freedom of religion or belief
has been a core objective of US
foreign policy ever since
Congress passed and enacted
the International Religious
Freedom Act in 1998. As part of
that “enduring commitment’,
Blinken said last week that he
has designated Burma, China,
Cuba, North Korea, Fritrea,
Iran, Nicaragua, Pakistan,
Russia, Saudi Arabia, Tajikistan,
and Turkmenistan as “Countries
of Particular Concern for hav-
ing engaged in or tolerated par-
ticularly severe violations of
religious freedom.” In addition,

he designated Algeria,
Azerbaijan, the Central African
Republic, Comoros, and
Vietnam as Special Watch List
countries for engaging in or tol-
erating severe violations of reli-
gious freedom. Blinken also
designated al-Shabab, Boko
Haram, Hayat Tahrir al-Sham,
the Houthis, ISIS-Sahel, ISIS-
West Africa, al-Qgalida affiliate
Jamaat Nasr al-Islam wal-
Muslimin, and the Taliban as
“Entities of Particular Concern”
The top US diplomat fur-
ther noted that significant vio-
lations of religious freedom
also occur in countries that are
not designated. “Governments
must end abuses such as attacks
on members of religious minor-
ity communities and their places
of worship, communal violence
and lengthy imprisonment for
peaceful expression, transna-
tional repression, and calls to
violence against religious com-
munities,” Blinken said.
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Blinken brings US push on
post-war Gaza planning

AP W ABU DHABI

US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken has opened his
third day of meetings on an
urgent Mideast diplomatic mis-
sion to prevent Israel's war
against Hamas in Gaza from
exploding into a broader
regional conflict.

Blinken was meeting
Monday with United Arab
Emirates leader Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed before
travelling to Saudi Arabia for
talks with Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman aimed
at enlisting the key Arab lead-
ers in a push to not only keep
the war contained but also
prepare for post-conflict Gaza’s
future.

With Sheikh Mohammed
in Abu Dhabi Blinken “empha-
sised the importance of pre-
venting further spread of the
conflict and stressed continued
US commitment to securing
lasting regional peace that
ensures Israel’s security and
advances the establishment of
an independent Palestinian

state”, the State Department
said.

Blinken arrived in Abu
Dhabi from similar meetings in
Qatar, Jordan, Turkiye and
Greece, where he claimed at
least modest success in his
mission with pledges from
those countries to consider
contributing to the effort to
plan for Gaza’s reconstruction
and governance once the fight-
ing has ended.

Gaza has been decimated
by three months of Israeli
bombardments that have
sparked anger around the
world for the massive damage
and huge number of civilian
casualties. Financial and in-
kind support from the UAE
and Saudi Arabia will be essen-
tial to the success of any such
plan and US officials said
Blinken on his fourth trip to the
region since the war began in
October hoped to overcome
initial Arab resistance to con-
sidering “day after” scenarios
for Gaza.

Arab countries have been
pressing for an immediate

cease-fire and an end to civil-
ian deaths before discussing
such plans.

But after his first meetings
on his latest tour, Blinken said
he had been speaking with offi-
cials about contributions they
could make to post-war plans
and about using their influence
to tamp down resurgent fears
that the conflict could expand
and potentially draw in direct
US involvement. “This is a
conflict that could easily metas-
tasize, causing even more inse-
curity and even more suffer-
ing, Blinken told reporters
during a joint news conference
in Doha with Qatar’s Foreign
Minister Sheikh Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman Al Thani.

“So from day one, among
other priorities, we have been
intensely focused on working
to prevent the conflict from
spreading,” he said. “We share
a commitment to ensure that
the conflict does not expand.”
He said his talks had also
included “not necessarily easy
discussions” of what each
country can do once the con-

flict is over “to provide the
assurances and the incentives
required to build a more secure
and more stable, more peace-
ful future for the region”

“And my takeaway from
the discussions so far, includ-
ing here with our friends in
Qatar, is that our partners are
willing to have these difficult
conversations and to make
hard decisions. All of us feel a
stake in forging the way for-
ward,” Blinken said.

Arab states have been high-
ly critical of Israel’s actions and
have eschewed public support
for long-term planning, argu-
ing that the fighting must end
before such discussions can
begin. They have been
demanding a cease-fire since
mid-October as civilian casu-
alties began to skyrocket.

After his talks with
Blinken, Sheikh Mohammed
called for an immediate cease-
fire, saying the constant images
of death and destruction in
Gaza are de-sensitising people
to the horrors of what is hap-
pening.

Sunak denies doubting Rwanda

migrant scheme as chance

PTI I LONDON

British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak has denied reports
that he had doubts in the past
over the deterrent effect of the
country’s Rwanda scheme,
which will see illegal migrants
deported to the East African
nation while their asylum
applications are processed.

A BBC report based on
papers it has seen from two
years ago claimed last week that
Sunak was concerned about the
cost of sending asylum seekers
to Rwanda and wanted to limit
the numbers initially in his role
as chancellor under Boris
Johnson’s premiership.

On Sunday, he was ques-
tioned by the news channel
about these documents when
he admitted pushing back to
ensure the value of taxpayer
money but denied he had
doubts over its deterrent effect.

“Tust because someone’s
asking tough questions doesn’t
mean that they don’t believe in
the proposal,” said Sunak.

“My job is to ask probing
questions of every proposal
that crosses my desk as chan-
cellor.

Whether you have doubts
about it or not, you shouldn't
come to it with a preconceived
notion that everything is fine
when you're spending taxpay-
ers money... But to infer from

lor

that that I don’t believe in the
scheme or the principle of
deterrence is wrong. I was
doing my job to get good value
for money for taxpayers,” he
said. “I went through that
process, funded this scheme
with the (then) prime minister
and as Prime Minister myself,
as you can see, 've made sure
that we have a similar deter-
rence working with Albania,”
he added, about an illegal
migrant returns agreement
with the south-east European
country. The No. 10 docu-
ments referenced by the BBC
were prepared in March 2022
as former prime minister Boris
Johnson was trying to persuade
Sunak - his chancellor - to sign
off on more funding for the
plan. This was shortly before
the agreement with the
Rwandan government to
process migrants in the African
country was signed.

US Defence
Secy remains
hospitalised

Washington (AP): Defence
Secretary Lloyd Austin
remained in the hospital Sunday
as more details emerged about
key decision-makers, even
President Joe Biden, being kept
in the dark for days that the
Pentagon chief had been in the
intensive care unit at Walter
Reed Army Medical Center.
The Pentagon’s failure to dis-
close Austins hospitalisation
reflects a stunning lack of trans-
parency about his illness, how
serious it was and when he may
be released.Such secrecy, at a
time when the United States is
juggling myriad national secu-
rity crises, runs counter to nor-
mal practice with the president
and other senior US officials
and Cabinet members. A senior
defence official said Deputy
Secretary was not notified until
Thursday that Austin had been
hospitalised since January 1.
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Israel strike kills elite

Hezbollah Commander

AP W BEIRUT

An Israeli airstrike killed an
elite Hezbollah comman-
der in southern Lebanon on
Monday, the latest in an esca-
lating exchange of strikes along
the border that have raised
fears of another Mideast war
even as the fighting in Gaza
exacts a mounting toll on civil-
ians. The strike on an SUV
killed a commander in a secre-
tive Hezbollah force that oper-
ates along the border, accord-
ing to a Lebanese security offi-
cial, who spoke on condition of
anonymity according to regu-
lations. Hezbollah identified
the slain fighter as Wissam al-
Tawil without providing details.
He is the most senior militant
in the armed group to have
been killed since Hamas’
October 7 attack into southern
Israel triggered all-out war in
Gaza and lower-intensity fight-
ing between Israel and
Hezbollah, which has escalat-
ed since an Israeli strike killed
a senior Hamas leader in Beirut
last week.

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, who is back in
the region this week, appears to
be trying to head off a wider
conflict.

Israel says it has largely
wrapped up major operations
in northern Gaza and is now
focusing on the central region
and the southern city of Khan
Younis. Israeli officials have
said the fighting will continue
for many more months as the
army seeks to dismantle Hamas
and return scores of hostages
taken during the militant
group’s October 7 attack that
triggered the war.

The offensive has already
killed over 23,000 Palestinians,
devastated vast swaths of the
Gaza Strip, displaced nearly 85
per cent of its population of 2.3
million and left a quarter of its
residents facing starvation.

‘SICKENING SCENES’ IN
GAZA’S HOSPITALS
Medics, patients and dis-
placed people fled from the
main hospital in central Gaza
as the fighting drew closer, wit-
nesses said Monday. Losing the
facility would be another major
blow to a health system shat-
tered by three months of war.
Doctors Without Borders
and other aid groups withdrew
from Al-Agsa Martyrs Hospital

bl

Al Jazeera journalist Wael Dahdouh holds the hand of his son Hamza, who also
worked for Al Jazeera and who was killed in an Israeli airstrike in Rafah, Gaza Strip,
Sunday. Dahdouh lost his wife, two other children and a grandson earlier in the war

and was nearly killed himself.

AF/PTI

in Deir al-Balah in recent days,
saying it was too dangerous.
That spread panic among peo-
ple sheltering there, causing
many to join the hundreds of
thousands who have fled to the
south of the besieged territory.

Tens of thousands of peo-
ple have sought shelter in
Gazas hospitals, which are also
struggling to treat dozens of
people wounded each day in
Israeli strikes. Only 13 of Gaza’s
36 hospitals are even partially
functioning, according to the
UN humanitarian office.

Omar al-Darawi, an
employee at Al-Aqsa Martyrs
Hospital, said the facility has
been struck multiple times in
recent days. He said thousands
of people left after the aid
groups pulled out, and that
patients have been concentrat-
ed on one floor so the remain-
ing doctors can tend to them
more easily.

“We have large numbers of
wounded who can’t move,;” he
said. “They need special care,
which is unavailable” More
dead and wounded arrive each
day as Israeli forces advance in
central Gaza following heavy
airstrikes. Gaza’s Health
Ministry said Monday that 249
Palestinians have been killed
and 510 others were wounded
across the territory in the last
24 hours. World Health
Organisation staff who visited
Sunday saw “sickening scenes
of people of all ages being
treated on blood-streaked

floors and in chaotic corridors,”
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
the head of the UN agency, said
in a statement. “The bloodbath
in Gaza must end”

DIRE CONDITIONS IN
THE ISOLATED NORTH The
situation is even more dire in
northern Gaza, which Israeli
forces cut off from the rest of
the territory in late October.
Entire neighbourhoods have
been demolished, and hun-
dreds of thousands of people
have fled, while those who
remain face severe shortages of
food and water. The WHO said
late on Sunday it has not been
able to deliver supplies to
northern Gaza in 12 days.

Even there, Israel is still
battling what it describes as
pockets of militants.

An airstrike early on
Sunday flattened a four-story
home filled with displaced
people in the urban Jabaliya
refugee camp, killing at least 70,
including women and chil-
dren, according to Mahmoud
Bassal, a spokesman for Gaza’s
civil defence.

There was no immediate
confirmation from the Health
Ministry, which has struggled
to maintain its operations in
the north.

Search efforts were still
underway on Monday.

The civil defense circulat-
ed a graphic video showing the
aftermath of attack, with sev-
eral bodies scattered among the
rubble.

China detains
man accused
of spying for

Britain

China says it has detained
an individual accused of
collecting state secrets on
behalf of Britain’s foreign
intelligence agency MI6.

The Ministry of State
Security posted on social
media on Monday that
Britain had been cooperating
since 2015 with the person,
who it said was a citizen of a
third nation and had the sur-
name Huang.

The ministry said Huang
had received training in intel-
ligence gathering, provided
with equipment and had col-
lected numerous state secrets
on repeated visits to China.
No further information on
the intelligence gathered was
given, nor did the ministry
say when he or she had been
detained or where they were
being held.

The definition of state
secrets is not clearly defined
under China’s opaque politi-
cal and legal system, and
many consulting and adviso-
ry firms have been investigat-
ed for obtaining data that
would ordinarily be in the
public record, particularly if
they were shared with foreign
entities.

The British government
has yet to comment on the
allegations, but they follow a
deterioration of relations
between the sides sparked in
part by British opposition to
Chinese investments in the
country, especially in the
power and communications
industries where the ruling
Communist Party exercises
strong influence.

London has also been
highly critical of China’s cur-
tailment of political rights in
Hong Kong, a former British
colony where violent anti-
government protests in 2019
were met with Beijing’s impo-
sition of a sweeping national
security law and electoral
changes.

Those have largely elim-
inated any political opposi-
tion to Beijing’s decrees and
silenced freedom of speech in
what had been one of Asia’s
most dynamic societies and a
major financial centre.

Boeing jetliner
was restricted
over warning
light concern

Portland (US) (AP): The
Boeing jetliner that suffered an
inflight blowout over Oregon
was not being used for flights
to Hawaii after a warning
light that could have indicat-
ed a pressurization problem lit
up on three different flights, a
federal official said on Sunday.

Alaska Airlines decided
to restrict the aircraft from
long flights over water so the
plane “could return very
quickly to an airport” if the
warning light reappeared, said
Jennifer Homendy, chair of the
National Transportation Safety
Board (NTSB).

Homendy cautioned that
the pressurisation light might
be unrelated to Friday’s inci-
dent in which a plug covering
an unused exit door blew off
the Boeing 737 Max 9 as it
cruised about three miles (4.8
kilometres) over Oregon.

The warning light came on
during three previous flights:
on December 7, January 3
and January 4 — the day
before the door plug broke off.
Homendy said she didn’t have
all the details regarding the
December 7 incident but spec-
ified the light came on during
a flight on January 3 and on
January 4 after the plane had
landed.

The NTSB said the lost
door plug was found on
Sunday near Portland, Oregon,
by a school teacher — for now,
known only as Bob — who
discovered it in his backyard
and sent two photos to the
safety board. Investigators will
examine the plug, which is 26
by 48 inches (66 by 121 cen-
timetres) and weighs 63
pounds (28.5 kilograms), for
signs of how it broke free.
Investigators will not have the
benefit of hearing what was
going on in the cockpit during
the flight. The cockpit voice
recorder — one of two so-
called black boxes — record-
ed over the flight's sounds
after two hours, Homendy
said.

Japan quake renders

AP B WAJIMA

Thousands of people made
homeless overnight are
living in weariness and uncer-
tainty on the western coast of
Japan a week after a powerful
earthquake left at least 168
dead and dozens missing.
The rescue effort since the
magnitude 7.6 New Year’s
Day quake has drawn thou-
sands of troops, firefighters
and police who picked
through collapsed buildings
Monday hoping to find sur-
vivors.

Authorities warned of the
danger of landslides, exacer-
bated by a heavy snowfall,
throughout the quake’s epi-
centre on the Noto Peninsula
in Ishikawa prefecture. The
landscape blanketed in fluffy
white revealed burned and
crumbled houses, ashen
blocks of a city, highways
with gaping holes and cracks.

The deaths included 70
people in Wajima, 70 in Suzu,
18 in Anamizu and the rest

were spread among four other
towns. At least 323 people
were still unaccounted for, a
jump from some 100 earlier in
the day as rescuers pour over
a list of the region’s popula-
tion. Another 565 people were
injured, and 1,390 homes
were destroyed or seriously
damaged.

A tsunami of several
metres (feet) followed the
initial major quake, adding to
the damage. Aftershocks have
continued daily. Japanese
meteorological officials
warned strong quakes could
persist for another month.
Their frequency, while grad-
ually diminishing, remained
high compared to past
quakes, totalling more than
1,000.For the residents, recov-
ery work has barely started.
Shuji Yoshiura, a fisherman,
said his boats were damaged
and he could not go out on
the sea.

Before the quake, Wajima
was a tourist town with a
shopping street offering

thousands

seafood and traditional crafts.
Much of it was destroyed in
the fires that broke out after
the January 1 disaster.

Kentaro Mitsumori, who
runs a corner grocery shop,
slept in his car with his wife
to guard against looting.
Their store still stands but has
no lock, electricity or running
water. Everything sold out in
three days. But he plans to
close his business.

“Even if I manage to fix
up the place, there just aren’t
going to be enough cus-
tomers. I don’t know how
Wajima can survive,” he said.

Nearly 30,000 people stay-
ing in schools, auditoriums
and other evacuation centres
worried about infections as
cases of COVID-19 and other
illnesses popped up.

In the shelters, people
were still sleeping on cold
floors. After initial help of a
piece of bread and a cup of
water for each person a day,
more aid is allowing some
facilities to begin serving hot

homeless

food cooked in huge pots.

People were delighted by
the temporary bathing facil-
ities set up by soldiers, sitting
in the hot water they had
missed for days.

Still, exhaustion and stress
are wearing them down.
Many are in mourning. The
main quake struck on New
Year’s Day, a time for families
to gather in Japan. Some sur-
vivors said they were all alone
because they lost their loved
ones.

Mizue Kaba, 79, was lucky
she survived, as did her
daughter, son-in-law and
grandson, who were visiting
on New Year’s from Osaka in
central Japan.

Kaba is sleeping at a
school, and no one is sure
what might happen when
schools open in a week after
the New Year’s break.

Three stoves were not
enough to heat the school’s
big hall, and more heaters
arrived.

“It’s so cold,” Kaba said.

Firefighters search for missing people in the snow in Wajima, Ishikawa prefecture, Sunday. Rescue teams worked through snow
to deliver supplies to isolated hamlets Monday, a week after a powerful earthquake hit western Japan.

Pope calls for global
ban on surrogacy

Rome (AP): Pope Francis called
Monday for a universal ban on
the “despicable” practice of sur-
rogate motherhood, as he includ-
ed the “commercialisation” of
pregnancy in an annual speech
listing threats to global peace and
human dignity. In a foreign pol-
icy address to ambassadors
accredited to the Holy See,
Francis lamented that 2024 had
dawned at a time in history in
which peace is “increasingly
threatened, weakened and in
some part lost”

Citing Russia’s war in
Ukraine, the Israel-Hamas war,
migration, climate crises and the
“immoral” production of nuclear
and conventional weapons,
Francis delivered a lengthy laun-
dry list of the ills afflicting
humanity and the increasing
violation of international
humanitarian law that allows

%) R
them. But Francis also listed
smaller-scale issues that he said
were threats to peace and human
dignity, including surrogacy.
Francis said the life of the unborn
child must be protected and not
“suppressed or turned into an
object of trafficking” “I consid-
er despicable the practice of so-
called surrogate motherhood,
which represents a grave viola-
tion of the dignity of the woman
and the child, based on the
exploitation of situations of the
mother’s material needs,” he
said.

N Korea’'s Kim turns 40

AP W SEOUL

North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un turned 40 on
Monday with no announced
public celebrations at home,
after he entered the new year
with artillery barrages into the
sea and vows to expand his
nuclear arsenal.

Since taking power in late
2011, Kim, the third generation
of his family to rule North
Korea, is believed to have estab-
lished an absolute leadership
similar to his predecessors. But
his birthday has yet to be offi-
cially celebrated, unlike his late
father Kim Jong Il and grand-
father Kim II Sung.

Their birthdays are two of
the North's biggest holidays and
are marked with great fanfare,
loyalty campaigns and some-
times massive military parades.

On Monday, North Korea’s
state news agency published a
lengthy article extolling Kim’s

guidance of major construction
projects in the past decade. It
also reported Kim visited a
chicken farm with his daughter
the previous day. But it made no
mention of his birthday.

Some observers speculate
Kim may think hes still relative-
ly too young or needs bigger
achievements to hold such lav-
ish birthday festivities. Others
say the lack of a public birthday
bash may be related to his con-
cerns about attention to his late
Japan-born mother.

Kim’s headlong pursuit of a
bigger nuclear arsenal has invit-
ed punishing US-led sanctions,
which together with border
closures during the pandemic
were believed to have badly hurt
the North’s fragile economy.
Kim has subsequently admitted
policy failures as his vow that
North Korea would “never have
to tighten their belts again”
remained unfulfilled. “For Kim,
it’s still probably politically bur-
densome to idolize himself as
he’s still young and hasn’t accu-
mulated much achievements,”
said Hong Min, an analyst at
Seoul’s Korea Institute for
National Unification.Kim Yeol
So0, an expert at South Korea’s
Korea Institute for Military
Affairs, said it will likely take
some time for his birthday to
become an official holiday
because elderly members of the
North’s ruling elite would still
think he’s too young.

Huge car rally planned
in US to celebrate Ram
Mandir consecration

New York (PTI): The Indian-
American diaspora is gearing up
to commemorate the consecra-
tion ceremony of the Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya, with plans
to hold car rallies in the US to
celebrate the occasion.

The group ‘California
Indians’ is organising a special
car rally on January 20 to cele-
brate “Bhagwan Shri Ram Ji’s
homecoming” The organisers
said that more than 400 cars will
join the rally that is expected to
go from South Bay to the icon-
ic Golden Gate Bridge. The
organisers said in a press release
that “Indians of Northern
California are coming together
to celebrate the biggest and
proudest event in the modern

history of India”” Local temples
and diaspora organisations
across the US are planning to
hold special celebrations in the
days leading up to January 22,
when the Ram Mandir in
Ayodhya will be inaugurated.

Car rallies have been held in
Washington, Chicago and other
US cities over the past several
weeks.

Community leaders includ-
ing Rohit Sharma, Mani Keeran,
Param Desai, Daipayan Deb,
Deepak Bajaj and Bimal Bhagwat
are planning the California rally,
the organisers said. “We cannot
go to Ayodhya but Ram ji is in
our hearts and this is our contri-
bution to his homecoming,” the
organisers said.
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Sensex, Nifty tumble nearly 1 per cent on global weakness

PTI W MUMBAI

Equity benchmarks Sensex
and Nifty surrendered early
gains to close with deep losses
on Monday, snapping their two-
day winning streak as investors
pared exposure to banking,
metal and FMCG stocks amid
a weak trend in global markets.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
tanked 670.93 points or 0.93 per
cent to settle at 71,355.22.
During the day, it fell 725.11
points or 1 per cent to 71,301.04.
The Nifty declined 197.80
points or 0.91 per cent to 21,513.
"Nifty snapped a two-session
rally to end lower after opening
with marginal gains. Global
stocks slipped on Monday
ahead of a busy week of infla-
tion and economic data and

amid the diminishing prospect
of a cut in US interest rates in
the first quarter. Stocks fell
ahead of a corporate reporting
season where robust results are
needed to justify high valua-
tions," said Deepak Jasani, Head
of Retail Research at HDFC
Securities.

Among the Sensex firms, State
Bank of India, ITC, Nestle,
Asian Paints, Tech Mahindra,
Mahindra & Mahindra, Tata
Consultancy Services and
Hindustan Unilever were the
major laggards.

In contrast, HCL Technologies,
Power Grid, Sun Pharma,
NTPC, Bajaj Finance and Titan
were the gainers.

In the broader market, the BSE
midcap gauge declined 0.87
per cent and smallcap index
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"The market witnessed wide-

expected non-farm payroll data

from the US and the consequent
rise in the US 10-year yield.
"In the near term, investors'
trade positions will be more
inclined towards the upcoming
result season. While the outset
may be tempered by lower
expectations in the IT sector, the
overall forecast for earnings
growth remains optimistic, pro-
jecting double-digit figures,"
said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Financial
Services.

In Asian markets, Seoul,
Shanghai and Hong Kong set-
tled lower. Japan's Nikkei was
closed for a holiday.

European markets were trading
lower. The US markets ended
marginally up on Friday.

"The market witnessed wide-
spread selling as the euphoria

over early rate cuts may dimin-
ish due to the better-than-
expected non-farm payroll data
from the US and the consequent
rise in the US 10-year yield. In
the near term, investors' trade
positions will be more inclined
towards the upcoming result
season," said Vinod Nair, Head
of Research at Geojit Financial
Services.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude declined 1.21 per cent to
USD 77.81 a barrel.

Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) bought equities worth Rs
1,696.86 crore on Friday,
according to exchange data.
The BSE benchmark jumped
178.58 points or 0.25 per cent to
settle at 72,026.15 on Friday. The
Nifty climbed 52.20 points or
0.24 per cent to 21,710.80.

K-shaped recovery narrative
flawed and prejudiced: SBI report

PTI B NEW DELHI

The repeated argument that
India witnessed a K-shaped
recovery post-pandemic is
“flawed, prejudiced, and ill-con-
cocted’, said a research report by
SBI on Monday.

According to the report, post-
pandemic, households are
reconfiguring their savings
towards physical assets, includ-
ing real estate, it said.

"The oft-repeated conundrum
debating a K-shaped recovery
post-pandemic seems at best
flawed, prejudiced, ill-concoct-
ed and fanning interests of select
quarters to whom India's
remarkable ascendance, sig-
nalling more the renaissance of
the new global south, is quite
unpalatable,” the report said.
K-shaped recovery reflects
uneven recovery where certain
sectors of the economy thrives
while other sectors continue to
decline or struggle to recover.
It further said post-pandemic,
there has been two-way shift
between savings channelised
into physical assets from finan-
cial assets in consonance with
the global trend to take advan-
tage of lower interest rates.
However, it said, recent data

shows that there is a shift
towards financial assets since
2023 onwards.

"Gini coefficient estimated using
ITR data of taxable income of
individuals shows that individ-
ual income inequality has signif-
icantly declined from 0.472 to
0.402 during FY14-FY22," it
said.

There is a change in income pat-
tern of MSMEs, too, reflecting
the changing contours of indus-
try/services as formalisation
drive brings more entities into
the net.

Around 19.5 per cent of major-
ly micro-sized firms have been
able to shift their income
upwards, to classify them into
small, medium and large-sized
firms, it said.

Of these, it said, 4.8 per cent
firms have transitioned them-
selves into small firms, around
6.1 per cent firms transitioned
into medium-sized firms, and
around 9.3 per cent firms are
transitioned into large-sized
firms.

This clearly indicates MSME
units are getting bigger and get-
ting integrated into larger value
chains with initiatives like
Production Linked Incentive
(PLI), it added.

DGCA revises duty time limitations norms for
flight crew, raises weekly rest periods to 48 hrs

PTI B NEW DELHI

Aviation safety regulator DGCA on
Monday came out with revised Flight
Duty Time Limitations (FDTL) norms for
flight crew, entailing increased weekly rest
periods to 48 hours, extension of night
hours, and limiting the number of night
landings to only two as against six earlier.
These regulations have been instrumental
in managing fatigue-related aviation safety
risks for more than a decade now, an offi-
cial statement said.

Airlines are required to comply with the
revised norms latest by June 1, it said.
With a view to address and mitigate con-
cerns on pilot fatigue through a data-driven
approach, Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) collected and analysed
extensive numbers of pilot rosters, along
with pilot fatigue reports submitted by air-
line operators, it said.

Based on the study and analysis, some of the
key areas inducing fatigue, such as maxi-
mum flight duty period, night duty, week-
ly rest period, flight duty period extension,
among others, were identified, it said.

The revised FDTL regulations have been for-
mulated after extensive data analysis and
feedback from various stakeholders, includ-
ing airline operators, pilot associations and
individuals, as per the statement.

It also said the best practices in the world
— FAA in the US, and EASA in the

European Union — have also been taken
into consideration in amending the regula-
tions, while keeping in mind the specific
operating environment in India.

The revised regulations mandate increased
weekly rest periods from 36 hours to 48
hours for flight crew, thus ensuring sufficient
time for recovery from cumulative fatigue,
it said. Moreover, the definition of night has
been amended and it now covers the peri-
od of 0000-0600 hours in the revised regu-
lations vis-a-vis the period of 0000-0500
hours under the previous regulations.
This enhancement of one hour during the
early morning will ensure adequate rest and
also align the night duty period, which
encompasses Window of Circadian Low

(WOCL) from 0200-0600 hours, the time
during which the circadian body clock cycle
is at its lowest in terms of alertness, the state-
ment said.

Also, the revised regulations have taken into
consideration different types of operations
across time zones, the statement said,
adding that the maximum flight time and
maximum flight duty period for flight oper-
ations encroaching night have been restrict-
ed to eight hours' flight time and 10 hours
flight duty period, respectively.

The number of landings has been limited
to only two as against the maximum per-
missible six under previous regulations dur-
ing night operations, thus enhancing flight
safety, it added.

India’s coal import
rises 11.7 per cent
to 21 MT in Nov

PTI W NEW DELHI

The country registered an
11.7 per cent rise in coal
imports to 20.95 Million Tonnes
(MT) in November as com-
pared to the year-ago period.
The country's coal imports in
November 2022 was 18.75 MT,
according to data compiled by
B2B e-commerce company
mjunction services.

However, coal import in the
April-November period of the
current financial year dropped
to 169.08 MT from 173.47 MT
in the year-ago period.

There was reduction in coal
imports due to ample domestic
supply and a slowdown in
demand after the festive season
in October, mjunction MD and
CEO Vinaya Varma said.

The demand for imported coal,
he said, is likely to remain sub-
dued in the coming months.
Of the total import in
November 2023, non-coking
coal import was at 14.37 MT,
against 11.88 MT in the same
month the previous year.
Coking coal import was at 4.23
MT, against 3.90 MT imported
in November 2022. During the
April-November period in 2023,
non-coking coal import stood at
108.90 MT, lower than 116.28
MT imported during the same
period in the previous fiscal.
Coking coal import was at
37.97 MT during the April-
November period, up against
36.64 MT recorded in the year-
ago period.

Agri exports likely to double to USD
100 bn by 2030 Commerce Secretary

PTI B GREATER NOIDA

ndia's agriculture exports,

which stood at over USD 50
billion at present, are expected
to double by 2030 and reach
USD 100 billion, Commerce
Secretary Sunil Barthwal said
on Monday.
He said that the country is tar-
geting USD 2 trillion worth of
exports of goods and services
by 2030.
"T am very sure that this USD
50 billion exports of India
today will see a doubling of our
exports by 2030 to almost USD
100 billion," he said at the
IndusFood Show 2024 here.
This is the largest food and bev-
erage show in South Asia.
The secretary said that areas
like the ready-to-eat food seg-
ment have huge potential to
grow.
He also urged the industry to
focus on the technical standard
requirements of importing
countries.
Inaugurating the show,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said
that this fiscal year, the coun-
try's agri exports will be more
than last year's level of USD 53
billion, despite restrictions
imposed on shipments of cer-
tain key commodities, includ-
ing rice, wheat and sugar.
Earlier, an official said that the
export ban and restrictions on
these commodities may hit
exports of about USD 4-5 bil-
lion this fiscal.
The government has prohibit-
ed exports of wheat and non-

PTI W NEW DELHI

After a lackluster perfor-
mance in 2022, the mutual
fund industry saw a substantial
rebound in 2023 with its asset

\MF industry assets surge
by 311 lakh crore in 2023,
crosses 350 lakh crore mark

assets under management
(AUM) of the mutual fund
industry by 27 per cent, adding
Rs 10.9 lakh crore in 2023.

This was way higher than the 5.7
per cent growth and Rs 2.65 lakh

basmati white rice and has
also imposed curbs on sugar
exports.

Speaking at the event, Trade
Promotion Council of India
Chairman Mohit Singla said
that over 1,200 exhibitors and
more than 7,500 buyers from
across the world representing
about 90 countries are partic-
ipating in the three-day show.
Over 80 retail chains, such as
Choithrams, Carrefour, Khimji

Ramdas, Grand Hypermarket
Nesto, Mustafa, X5, Lulu,
Almaya Group, and Spar, are
also participating, he added.
Goyal also said there is a need
for large-scale food processing,
product branding, and export
focus to provide better value to
farmers, generate employment,
and enhance the country's
earnings.

He added that as many as 158
food and agri products have
been granted Geographical
Indications (GIs) tags, and 708
food items have been identified
under the One District One
Product (ODOP) initiative for
their promotion.

He urged the industry to focus
on frozen, packaged, and
ready-to-eat foods, encourag-
ing skill development, univer-
sity exchange programmes,
and startups in the sector.
The industry should also pri-
oritise quality, nutrition, organ-
ic ingredients, and eco-friend-
ly packaging, underscoring the
significance of promoting food
nutrition and sustainability,
the minister said.

base surging by nearly Rs 11
lakh crore, reaching over Rs 50
lakh crore-mark fuelled by an
optimistic equity market, steady
interest rates, and a robust eco-
nomic expansion.

The year 2023 has seen a sub-
stantial increase in overall
inflow, data from the
Association of Mutual Fund
Industry (Amfi) showed on
Monday.

The inflow has pushed the

crore increase in AUM observed
throughout 2022, as well as the
nearly 22 per cent growth and
close to Rs 7 lakh crore addition
to the asset base in 2021.

The asset base rose from Rs
39.88 lakh crore in 2022 to an
all-time high of Rs 50.78 lakh
crore in 2023, the data showed.
The asset base stood at Rs 37.72
lakh crore at the end of
December 2021 and Rs 31 lakh
crore in December 2020.

O starts oil production
from delayed USD 5 billion
deep-water project

PTI M NEW DELHI

State—controlled Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) has started oil produc-
tion from its much-delayed flag-
ship deep-sea project in Krishna
Godavari basin in Bay of Bengal,
helping reverse years of decline
in output, the company said.
ONGC has started producing
from the Cluster-2 project in
KG-DWN-98/2 block and will
slowly ramp up output.

Oil Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri said "first oil production
commences from complex and
difficult" block.

He did not indicate the current
output but said "production is
expected to be 45,000 barrels per
day and over 10 million stan-
dard cubic metres per day of
gas".

Cluster-2 oil production should
have begun by November 2021
but was delayed because of the
Covid pandemic.

ONGC has hired floating vessel
Armada Sterling-V, owned 70
per cent by SPOG (Shapoorji
Pallonji Oil & Gas) and 30 per
cent by Malaysia's Bumi
Armada, for producing oil from
below seabed.

The FPSO (floating produc-
tion, storage and offloading
vessel), Armada Sterling-V; has
been waiting to receive oil since
January 2, 2023, after she was
hooked up on December 27,
2022.

ONGC previously set May 2023
as the first Cluster-2 oil deadline,
extended to August 2023,
September 2023, October 2023

and finally December 2023.
ONGC's KG-DWN-98/2 or
KG-D5 block, which sits next to
Reliance Industries’ KG-D6
block in the KG basin, has a
number of discoveries that have
been clubbed into clusters. It is
situated offshore the Godavari
river delta in the Bay of Bengal.
It is located 35 kilometres off the
coast of Andhra Pradesh in
water depths ranging from 300-
3,200 metres. The discoveries in
the block are divided into three
clusters — Cluster-1, 2 and 3.
Cluster 2 is being put to produc-
tion first.

Cluster 2 field is divided into two
blocks namely 2A and 2B, which
as per the original investment
decision were expected to pro-
duce 23.52 million metric
tonnes of oil and 50.70 billion
cubic metres (bcm) of gas over
the life of the field.

Cluster 2A was estimated to
contain reserves of 94.26 million
tonnes of crude oil and 21.75
bem of associated gas, while
Cluster 2B is estimated to host
51.98 bem of gas reserves.
Cluster 2A was anticipated to
produce 77,305 barrels of oil per
day (bopd) and associated gas at
a rate of 3.81 million metric
standard cubic metres per day
(mmscmd) over 15 years.
Cluster 2B is expected to pro-
duce free gas of 12.75 mmscmd
from eight wells and has a 16-
year life. But now the output esti-
mate is lower — 45,000 bpd of
oil and associated gas up to 2.5
mmscmd from Cluster 2A and
around 9 mmscmd from Cluster
2B.

Gold slips ¥250; silver slumps 3400

PTI ® NEW DELHI

Gold prices slipped Rs 250 to Rs 63,200
per 10 grams in the national capital on
Monday amid a decline in precious metal
prices internationally, according to HDFC
Securities.

The precious metal had settled at Rs 63,450
per 10 grams in the previous close.
Silver also slumped Rs 400 to Rs 76,300 per
kilogram. In the previous trade, silver
closed at Rs 76,700 per kg.

In the futures trade on the MCX, the
February contract of gold plunged Rs 355
to Rs 62,202 per 10 grams. Also, the March
contract of silver tumbled Rs 415 to Rs
72,172 per kg on the bourse.

In the overseas markets, both gold and sil-
ver were trading lower at USD 2,029 per

ounce and USD 22.95 per ounce, respec-
tively.

"Following strong US labour market data
which stoked investor anticipation that the
Federal Reserve might delay interest rate
cuts led to a decline in gold prices," Saumil
Gandbhi, senior analyst of commodities at
HDEFC Securities, said.

Spot gold at Comex was trading at USD
2,029 per ounce, down by USD 16 from
the previous close in the international mar-
kets.

"Focus this week will be on the US
Consumer Price Index (CPI) and Producer
Price Index (PPI) data which could pro-
vide further clarity on the Fed's monetary
policy interest rate path ahead," Navneet
Damani, Senior VP of commodity research
at Motilal Oswal Financial Services, said.

SRM GLOBAL HOSPITAL EXCELS IN SERVICE

"double-digit" growth despite
volatility in both supply and
demand sides.

Mercedes Benz lines up 7200 cr investment,

CHENNAI: Being the Times Healthcare
Achievers of 2023, SRM Global
Hospitals, Kattankulathur serves its
excellence on a scale of effective
critical services and delivering salient
features  through  world-class
equipped amenities and patient care.
The President of SRM Group of
Companies, Dr. P. Sathyanarayan feels
that the SRM Global Hospitals indulge
in offering seamless compassion
towards the art of healing medical
ailments. The stupendous brand
ambassadors of each specialty
provide a legacy of healthcare
services over the vyears. With

immense pride, he introduced the miscellaneous crew of 4 cardiologists, 5+

gastroenterologists over a supported
critical care services onboard.

15+ doctors for the emergency and

to launch over 12 products in 2024

PTI M NEW DELHI

erman luxury carmaker

Mercedes-Benz will invest
Rs 200 crore in India this year
on new products, manufactur-
ing operations and digitisation,
to strengthen its position after
posting record sales of 17,408
units in 2023, a top company
official said on Monday.
Mercedes-Benz India will have
more than 12 launches in 2024,
including three electric vehicles,
out of which half will be in the

top end vehicle segment (TEV)
and will be priced Rs 1.5 crore
onwards.

"This year marks a special year
as we celebrate 30 years of
Mercedes Benz in India. We are
going to invest Rs 200 crore
more into our factory in Pune.
This takes a total investment of
Rs 3,000 crore in India now. So
that's a strong statement of
intent," Mercedes-Benz India
Managing Director & CEO
Santosh Iyer told PTI in an inter-
view.

These investments will be
towards manufacturing opera-
tions, new product startups and
digitisation of the manufactur-
ing process, he added.

In 2023, Iyer said, the company
recorded its best-ever year in its
history in India with sales of
17,408 units, a growth of 10 per
cent. Mercedes-Benz India had
posted its previous best-ever
sales in 2022 when it clocked
15,822 units.

On the outlook for 2024, Iyer
said the company is looking for

Currently, the company's order
bank stands at 3,000 units.

On the product launch plan, Iyer
said, "We are looking at 12-plus
new car lines to be launched in
24 and 50 per cent of them will
be in the top end vehicle seg-
ment. These will include three
new electric vehicles."

The TEV segment continues to
drive aspiration for the brand,
Iyer said, adding that three new
EVs to be launched in 2024 will
build up the company's EV
portfolio.

"EVs now comprise 4 per cent
of our total sales and the seg-
ment witnessed a trebling of
growth in 2023," he added.
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INDIAN WOMEN HOGKEY TEAM GONFIDENT

PTI H RANCHI

ndian women’s team is con-
Ifident of booking a third

successive Olympic berth
and its knowledge of the con-
ditions here will put it in good
stead ahead of the eight-team
hockey Olympic Qualifiers,
said attacking midfielder
Navneet Kaur on Monday.
The Indian team, led by Savita
Punia, had won the Asian
Champions Trophy at the same
venue of Marang Gombke Jaypal
Singh Mundha AstroTurf
Hockey Stadium in November
last year.
The hosts defeated Japan 4-0 in
the final to secure their second
consecutive title in the compe-
tition.
“Arriving in Ranchi early has
helped us gain quite a few ses-
sions on the main pitch and it
has also helped us acclimatise
to this weather;” Navneet said
in a Hockey India release.
“Since we have also played in
this venue before, during the
Womens Asian Champions
Trophy, we know the pitch
well” Fuelled by their historic
fourth-place finish in the Tokyo
Olympic Games, the Indian
side spent about a week under-
standing the conditions. The
Indian members also visited
and trained at some venues in
Kunti district.
“We also went and trained in
Kunti district which is home to

Varun, Esha seal

PTI W JAKARTA

Young Indian shooters Varun
Tomar and Esha Singh on
Monday secured two Olympic
quota places for the country
with gold medals in the men’s
and womens 10m Air Pistol
events of the Asian Qualifiers
here.

The duo’s qualification took the
total number of Indian shooters
bound for Paris to 15, equalling
the highest-ever tally that was
achieved in the Tokyo Games.
India can add more to the
group headed for the Games in
July-August this year when the
remaining qualifiers are held.
India secured six medals on
Monday, including two team
golds, at the continental event.
The 20-year-old Tomar shot
239.6 in the final to claim the top
position, while Arjun Cheema
won the silver medal with a
score of 237.3. Mongolia’s
Davaakhuu Enkhtaivan (217.2)
won the bronze medal.

Earlier, Tomar (586), Cheema
(579) and Ujjawal Malik (575)
shot a total of 1740 to win the
10m air pistol team gold, while
Iran and Korea claimed the sil-
ver and bronze medals respec-
tively.

Tomar, a former junior world
champion, is the cousin of
Tokyo Olympian Saurabh
Chaudhary, who won a gold
medal in the 2018 Asian Games.
“It helped that T had someone

Anahat finishes runner up at
2024 British Junior Open squash

PTI ® BIRMINGHAM (ENGLAND)

R‘issing Indian star Anahat
ingh signed off with a run-
ner-up finish in the girls’ under-
17 category at the British Junior
Open squash tournament here.
The Indian top-seed Anahat
went down 2-3 to Egyptian
second seed  Nadien
Elhammamy in a tense 68-
minute cliffhanger at the
University of Birmingham on
Sunday. The 15-year-old won
the opening game 11-7, before
Elhammamy fought back to
claim the next two on tiebreak
13-11 & 12-10.

The Delhi girl won the fourth
game 11-5 to force a decider,
and not much separated the pair
in the fifth, which the Egyptian
clinched 11-9. Late last month,
Anahat won the Under-19
crown at the Scottish Junior
Open to cap a spectacular 2023.
In 2023, Anahat secured the
under-19 and senior National
championship double, besides
winning bronze medals in the
mixed doubles and team event
at the Asian Games Huangzhou.
She also won another bronze
partnering Abhay Singh at the
inaugural Asian Mixed Doubles
Championships. Meanwhile,
Aryaveer Dewan, the reigning
US Junior Open boys’ under-15
champion, took third place in

Loan Code/ Branch/ Demand Notice Property Address _final Reserve | Earnest Money | Outstanding
Borrower(s)/ Date and Amount Price Deposit (EMD) Amount
Co-Borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s) (10% of RP) (31-12-2023)
(Loan Code No. 00001842)/ (Raipur | 16.08.2016 for |Plots of land adm. 139.84 acres, situated at Survey numbers Rs. Rs. Rs.
F MA Kl N G 3 R D ‘ ( ESS |VE M P | ‘ S Branch ), M/S. Sanjay Bajpai Rs. as mentioned in Annexure | hereto along with the entire 29,09,55,000/-| 2,90,95,500/- | 88,63,86,294.90/-
Builders Pvt Ltd. (Borrower) Shri. 30,79,21,295/- |present & future construction thereon as more particularly (Rupees (Rupees Two | (Rupees Eighty
X . Sanjay Bajpai, (Borr_uwer{ _ (Rupees Thirty |mentioned in Annexure Il of this Notice located in the Twenty Nine |Crores Ninety| Eight Crores
- Guarantor)Smt. Sarita Bajpai, | CroreSeventy |Project "New Swagat Vihar" phase|, situated atOld Crores Nine | Lakhs Ninety [ Sixty Three
(Guarantor/Mortgagor) Smt. Khedia Nine Lakh Dhamtari Road, Gram: DUNDA, Vikaskhand: Dharsiwa Jila: Lakhs Fifty Five Lakhs Eighty Six
Bai, (M_ortsagurl. Smt. Dulari Bai Twenty One | Raipur, Chhattisgarh 492014 and phase |l situated at Old Five Thousand| Thousand | Thousand Two
Pansari, (Mortgagor) Shri. Chetan Thousand Two |Pha@mtari Road,Gram: Boriyakala. Vikaskhand: Dharsiwa, and Paise Zero| Five Hundred Hundred Ninety
Das Tarwari, {Mortgagor) Shri Hundred Ninety Jila: Raipur, Chhattisgarh 492015 together with entire Only) and Paise Four and Paise
Yogcshwar Shukla, (Mortgagor) Shri. Five Only) receivables hypothecated arising from the sale of the units nly. Zero Onl Ninety Only)
Ambika Prasad Dubey, (Mortgagor) ol in the Project "New Swagat Vihar Phase | and II" ro Only)
ANNEXURE-II
List of unsold flats to be mortgaged from New Swagat Vihar Phase |
Type of flat {l.e.1,2,3 Built up Area (In
S.No. Phase Block Flat No. Saleable Area | Rate per Sq Ft. Price
BHK etc) Sg_fti _
1 Phase | BLOCK A 101 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
2 Phase | BLOCK A 102 2 1190 1150 1500 1785000
3 Phase | BLOCK A 103 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
4 Phase | BLOCK A 104 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
5 Phase | BLOCK A 201 2 1190 1150 1500 1785000
6 Phase | BLOCK A 202 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
7 Phase | BLOCK A 203 2 1190 1150 1500 1785000
8 Phase | BLOCK A 204 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
9 Phase | BLOCK A 301 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
10 Phase | BLOCK A 302 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
11 Phase | BLOCK A 303 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
12 Phase | BLOCK A 304 2 1190 1150 1500 1785000
13 Phase | BLOCK A 201 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
14 Phase | BLOCK A 202 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
15 Phase | BLOCK A 403 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
16 Phase | BLOCK A 204 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
17 Phase | BLOCK A 501 2 1190 1150 1500 1785000
18 Phase | BLOCK A 502 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
) 19 Phase | BLOCK A 503 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
P il 20 Phase | BLOCK A 504 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
- - i B - 21 Phase | BLOCK A 601 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
22 Phase | BLOCK A 602 2 1190 1150 1500 1785000
some of our teammates and it Germany, former Asian Games semi-finals and the teams that 23 Phase | BLOCK A 603 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
was incredible to see the excite- Champions Japan, Chile, and  finish in top-3 will earn a tick- 24 Phase | BLOCK A 604 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
X ; ; . 25 Phase | BLOCK A 101 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
ment on the children’s faces Czech Republic. et to Paris 2024. T3 Phase ! SLOCK A 102 > 1250 1150 1200 1385000
who had come to cheer us] “Weare upbeat and eagerto get ~The semi-finals are scheduled 27 Phase | BLOCK A 103 > 1150 1150 1500 1785000
Navneet said. on with our campaign. After for January 18, with the grand 28 P:asel BLOCK A 104 2 1190 1190 ::: ;;::g:
. IS . . 29 Phase | BLOCK A 201 2 1190 1150
Plz_aced in Pool B, Ipdlas cam- our Tokyo Olymp1cs_ perfor-  final and bronze play-off set to > heae T BLOCKA s > 1190 1150 100 1785000
paign kicks off with a clash mance, the expectations are take place on ]anl}a.ry 19. 31 Phase 1 BLOCK A 203 > 1190 1150 1500 1785000
against the United States on high and we want to liveup to  The event was originally slat- 32 Phase | BLOCK A 204 2 1150 1150 1500 1785000
Saturday, followed by their the billing. We are well-pre- ed to be held in China, but 23 Fhasa| BLOCK A 01 2 1150 1150 1500 1735000
h against New Zealand the ~ pared for the event and are con-  Hockey India requested FIH to = Phase | s = 2 =2 22 1200 178500
match agains 1 p d OCKRey q . 35 Phase | BLOCK A 303 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
next day. After a day’s rest, fidentofagoodshow; Navneet shift the venue to India after 36 Phase | BLOCK A 304 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
India face Italy on January 16. said. The top two teams from China Women’s directly qual- 37 Phase | BLOCK A 401 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
. : ; . . ; 38 Phase | BLOCK A 202 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
Pool A comprises World No 5 each Pool will qualify for the ified for the Paris Olympics. = vy IOk A o3 = 156 %o 200 1785000
a0 Phase | BLOCK A 204 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
a1 Phase | BLOCK A 501 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
M e b n am ed bra n d a2 Phase | BLOCK A 502 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
43 Phase | BLOCK A 503 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
44 Phase | BLOCK A 504 2 1190 1150 1500 1785000
5 Phase | BLOCK A 601 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
am assa Or O a a A6 Phase | BLOCK A 602 2 1190 1150 1500 1785000
. a7 Phase | BLOCK A 603 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
M U m b al M arathon a8 Phase | BLOCK A 604 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
49 Phase | BLOCK A 101 2 1190 1150 1500 1785000
° 50 Phase | BLOCK A 102 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
Ol l PTI . MUMBA' 51 Phase | BLOCK A 103 2 1190 1150 1500 1785000
I I ] ( : t ( :e 52 Phase | BLOCK A 104 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
1 u O a a S . 53 Phase | BLOCK A 201 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
, p q p elebrated long distance 54 Phase | BLOCK A 202 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
runner Meb Keﬂezighi, 55 Phase | BLOCK A 203 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
. . . . L : : 56 Phase | BLOCK A 204 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
With 10m air pistol golds at Asian Qualifiers |y o esie metainte | (———feet—Hgeat——2 z e ——
2004 Athens Olympics, has 58 Phase | BLOCK A 302 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
been named brand ambas- 59 Phase | BLOCK A 303 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
sador of the 19th Tata Mumbai 60 Phase | BLOCK A 304 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
61 Phase | BLOCK A 401 2 1190 1150 1500 1785000
Marathon scheduled to be held 62 Phase | BLOCK A 402 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
on Sunday. 63 Phase | BLOCK A 403 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
The race is a World Athletics 54 Phase | BLOCK A 404 2 1190 1190 153 ugsxg
65 Phase | BLOCK A 501 2 1190 1190 15 1785
GOld Label eVent and Procam 66 Phase | BLOCK A 502 2 1190 1150 1500 1785000
International is the promoter of 67 Phase | BLOCK A 503 2 1190 1150 1500 1785000
the event. 68 Phase | BLOCK A 504 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
“The Tata Mumbai Marathon 69 Phase | BLOCK A 601 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
has b bucket list f 70 Phase | BLOCK A 602 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
as been on my bucket list for 71 Phase | BLOCK A 603 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
the longest time, and finally 72 Phase | BLOCK A 604 2 1150 1190 1500 1785000
being able to witness Mumbai’s 73 Phase | BLOCK A 101 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
: : PR 74 Phase | BLOCK A 102 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
md.o.rnlt’fible Spirit, 1s 1n.deed 75 Phase | BLOCK A 103 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
exciting,” Keflezighi, an Eritrea- 76 Phase | BLOCK A 108 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
born American, was quoted as 77 Phase | BLOCK A 201 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
saying in a press release. 78 Phase | BLOCK A 204 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
((Th. t . . d t 79 Phase | BLOCK A 301 2 1190 1150 1500 1785000
1s cventinspired a country 80 Phase | BLOCK A 304 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
to run and changed mindsets, 81 Phase | BLOCK A 401 2 1150 1190 1500 1785000
like Saurabh to take guidance sibly gold, in 25m sports pistol | that is the true legacy of a 82 Phase | BLOCK A 402 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
from as I don't have anyone in  here. But an individual can bag | sporting event. Mumbai’s 24 Phass | BLOCK A 03 2 1150 1150 1500 1785000
. N > . . . B84 Phase | BLOCK A 404 2 1190 1150 1500 1785000
the family who is a shooter; only one quota place for the | incredible energy §md enthuS}— 85 Phase | BLOCK A S01 > 1190 1190 1500 1785000
Tomar, who comes from a farm-  country. Her bagging the quota | asm, combined with the dedi- 86 Phase | BLOCK A 502 2 1150 1150 1500 1785000
ing family, told PTL. in 10m air pistol means she can | cation of its runners, embod- ; ::“9: SES:: :gi i E:g ﬂg 2o 1785000
. . . . ase
The 19-year-01_d Esha thep also_ compete in 25m sports pis- | ies the universal language of 55 Phace BLOCK A o1 > 1190 1150 1500 1785000
grabbed the gold in the women’s  tol in Paris,” said Eshas father | endurance. 50 Phase | BLOCK A 602 2 1150 1190 1500 1785000
event with a score 0of 243.1. The ~ Sachin Singh. “I will only say this... remem- 91 Phase | BLOCK A 603 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
. . > . 7
silver went to Pakistan’s A total of 16 quota places forthe | ber to run with purpose, = Thase ! Soes 2 Z 2 = 2= 2785000
Kishmala Talat (236.3), while the ~ Paris Olympics are available at | embrace the journey, and move 94 Phase | BLOCK A 102 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
bronze was grabbed by Esha’s  the continental showpiece here. | ahead together. In every stride, 95 Phase | BLOCK A 103 2 1190 1150 1500 1785000
compatriot Rhythm Sangwan The 10m air pistol events for | find the strength to go the dis- 96 Phase | BLOCK A 04 2 1190 1150 1500 1785000
. a7 Phase | BLOCK A 201 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
(214.5). The 21-year-old Talat men and women have four | tance and make a difference to o8 Phasel BLOCK A 50z > 1150 1150 1500 1755000
also earned a quota for the quotason offer witha maximum | what you believe in” 99 Phase | BLOCK A 203 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
Paris Games, becoming the ofthree for the Indian shooters. | Keflezighi has several record- 100 Phase | BLOCK A 204 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
third Pakistani shooter to Asmanyas 385 athletes from 26 | breaking accolades in his 1o Treeey oA 3% 2 e = e T
achieve the feat. . countries are in action at the career.He scripted history when 103 Phase ] BLOCK A 303 > 1150 1150 1500 1785000
Esha, Rhythm and Surbhi Rao ~ Senayan Shooting Range in | he became the only runner to 104 Phase | BLOCK A 304 2 1150 1190 1500 1785000
also won the team gold medal Jakarta for 256 medals (84 gold, | win an Olympic medal (2004), 108 Phase | Lok a2 2 o= o= = e
. . . . ase
with a combined score of 1736. 84 silver and 88 bronze medals), | the New York City Marathon 107 e BLOCK A 203 S 1150 1150 1500 185000
Esha is a world championship  besides the Paris quotas. (2009) and the Boston 108 Phase | BLOCK A 404 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
gold-medallist in the 10m air Ahead of this tournament, India | Marathon (2014). In 2009, 109 Phase | BLOCK A 501 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
pistol mixed team and 25m had won 13 Olympic quota | Keflezighi became the first 120 Ehase | Bock s =2 2 1280 o e oo
pistol team events. places in shooting across rifle, | American since 1982 to win the 112 Phase | BLOCK A 504 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
“She can also win a medal, pos-  pistol and shotgun disciplines. | New York City Marathon. 113 Phase | BLOCK A 601 2 1190 1130 1500 1785000
114 Phase | BLOCK A 602 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
115 Phase | BLOCK A 603 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
_POSSESSION NOTICE - (for immovable property) Rule 8-{1) 116 Phase | BLOCK A 604 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
”w F L b éDF" ¢ I?E} At monﬁﬁgbgz IIFrl;dHF?m Finance L:)r?lf_ed tFOﬂmgrmas India lnfo'lnt’? 117 Phase | BLOCK A 102 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
sing mance ! under the and Reconstruction of Financial Assel 118 Phase | BLOCK A 103 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
Security Interest Act 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security
Interes (Enforcement) Rules 2002, a Demand Nolice was issued by the A i Officer of the 1o the 119 Phase | el A 104 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
d herein below to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the 120 Phase | BLOCK A 201 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
d?mgferwg;pl of the sanl:mo?oe Thebcrrum:;iwn'? fanedturepa\rﬂwamuunt natice is hereby given to the 121 Phase | BLOCK A 202 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
al publicin general that the und en op
, mersmnferredgen hununaersmomf{djofmemdwmd VhFula 8ol hosgdnd ||-|:an|o.darand 122 P:“e' BLOCK A 203 2 1190 1190 :gx :;::gg
the boys’ under-15 sec- bicin genara re hareby cniionad nat 1o desl it he propary and any dealings Mmﬂ\epmpeﬂyuﬂ be subjectfo 123 Phase | BLOCK A 204 2 1190 1190
ion | th with 124 Phase | BLOCK A 301 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
tion.He ost tg ‘The“ Fs attention isinvited to provisions of sub-section () of section 13 of the Act, Ifth clears the dues 125 Phase | BLOCK A 302 2 1190 1130 1500 1785000
1 of the “IIFL HFL" & ether with all costs cha es and XpENses incurred, at any time before the date fixed for sale o
Egyptian top seed ||ofte IFLHAL tog hall oy b6 sold 0 d by “lIFL HFL" and no further step shall e taken by “IFL HFL" 126 Phase | BLocka 293 2 1 ) T s
Philopater Saleh 3-11in || fortransferorsale of the secured assets. 1 Ehase | Bocka o 2 %o 1% 1500 1785000
the Semifinals, but Name of the o P of mn r) prop = Date of e 128 Phase | BLOCK A 401 2 1190 1150
1500 17 0
bounced back to win | |Borrowers 8 Bt thice et corcel o Flotsio 1 Pre 81 Oc TRCHEEE Ll 129 Phase | BLOCK A 202 2 1190 1190 :m ?ggxu
: Raipur BRANCH | Khasra No (part Of 1144, 1153, 1154, 1145, 1152), New | Rs. 5,43,878]- | Notice 130 Phase | BLOCK A 403 Z 1190 1130 1 1
the play-off for third |- Vicky Dhiwar, | Khasra No. (part Of 15010/1), Sai Aashirwad Pride Ciy | (Rupees Five [ 10.0ct- 131 Phase | BLOCK A 404 2 1150 1150 1500 1785000
lace. Promising Aad: : * | Phase 4 Village-pacheda, Chandkhuri, Nardaha Tehsil | Lakh Forty Three | pgo5 | 04-Jan-24 132 Phase | BLOCK A 501 2 1190 1150 1500 1785000
place. Promising Aadya | |Wrs. Poonam X
A Dhiwar & Vicky | Aara D|sl ipur 492001 Area Admeasuring (in Sq. | Thousand Eight 133 Phase | BLOCK A 502 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
Budhia was edged out Motile (Prospect FL): Type: Land_Area, Saleable_Area, | Hundred and 134 Phase | BLOCK A 503 Fl 1190 1190 1500 1785000
3-2 by top seeded |[No.iL0383sr) |Supert B Up. e Propary Area; 8100, 56100 g;‘;‘?“"’ Eight 135 Phase | BLOCK A 504 2 1150 11%0 1500 1785000
- T -
Amincan Vivienne .Sfe, For. ther ot please contact T Autiorsed ffer a Branch Ofow fs Floor, L Ganga Giy Mart, Banan 13 Thase ! Soexs = 2 e = 2= S78s00
_ 3 ite H i . Raipur, CG 492001/or Corpora . 98, Phase-IV, Udyog Vinar,
in the under-13 girls GED,‘?‘L, ,.mlz ofe At Regency, fegur iy e OficerPlot he-58 W e 138 Phase | BLOCK A 603 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
quarterfinals. Place: Ralpur Date: 09/01/2024 Sdi- Authorised Officer, For IFL Home Finance Limited 139 Phase | BLOCK A 604 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
140 Phase | BLOCK A 101 2 1190 1150 1500 1785000
CAPRI GLOBAL HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED 2 Thase ! Soees 1z 2 o 1 o oo
CAP 142 Phase | BLOCK A 103 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
Rl GLOBAL Registered & CQrpgrala Office: _5[12 Tower-A, Peninsula Business Park, Senapati Bapat Marg, 143 Phase | BLOCK A 104 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED Lower Parel, Mumbai- 400013 , Circle Office :- 9B, 2nd Floor, Pusa Road, New Delhi-110060 144 Phase | BLOCK A 201 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
APPENDIX IV POSSESSION NOTICE (for immovable property) 145 Phase | BLOCK A 202 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
. . . . . - 146 Phase | BLOCK A 203 > 1190 1190 1500 1785000
Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Capri Global Housing Finance Limited (CGHFL) under 147 Phase T BLOCK A 204 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 and in 148 Phase 1 BLOCK A 301 > 1150 1150 1500 1785000
exercise of powers conferred under section13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 149 Phase | BLOCK A 202 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
2002, Demand Notice(s) issued by the Authorised Officer of the company to the Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) 150 Phase | BLOCK A 303 2 1190 1150 1500 1785000
mentloped herem below to repay the amount mentluned in the notice within 60 d_ays from the date_ of receipt of 151 Phase | BLOCK A 304 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
the said notice. The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the 152 Phase | BLOCK A 401 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s) and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property 153 Phase | BLOCK A 402 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under Sub-Section (4) of the Section 13 of the 154 Phase | BLOCK A 403 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
said Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest Enforcement rules, 2002. The borrower's attention is invited to 155 Phase | BLOCK A 404 F 1190 1190 1500 1785000
provisions of sub —section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeemthe secured assets. 156 Phase | BLOCK A 501 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
The borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property 157 Phase | BLOCK A 502 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of CGHFL for an amount as mentioned herein 58 Fhase | BLOCK A 503 2 1150 1190 1500 1785000
under with interestthereon. 159 Phase | BLOCK A 504 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
== TS D -of - 160 Phase | BLOCK A 601 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
S. game °tf the Borrower(s) / Description of Secured Assot Demand Notice| _ Date 161 Phase | BLOCK A 602 2 1130 1190 1500 1785000
N.| Guarantor(s) (Immovable Property) Date & Amount| Possession 162 Phase | BLOCK A 603 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
1.|(Loan Account No. All that piece and parcel of Property being Laynut§ 26-10-2023 | 05-01-2024 163 Phase | BLOCK A 604 2 1190 1190 1500 1785000
LNHLBLS000035052 of our Plot No. B - 13, area admeasuring 1250 Sq. Ft., Rs.
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Piramal

Finance

PIRAMAL CAPITAL & HOUSING FINANCE LTD

(Formerly Known as Dewan Housing Finance Corporation Ltd.)
CIN: L65910MH1984PLC032639

Registered Office: Unit No.-601,6th Floor,Piramal Amiti Building, Piramal Agastya Corporate Park, Kamani Junction, Opp. Fire Station, LBS Marg,

Kurla (west) Mumbai-400070 -T +91 22 3802 4000,

E-AUCTION FRESH SALE NOTICE ON SYMBOLIC POSSESSION, E-AUCTION DATE:13.02.2024, 11.00 AM to 2.00 PM

Branch Office: Dhiraj Baug, Building "A" Ground & 1st Floor, Beside Axis Bank, Opp. Monalisa Building, Agra Road, Hari Niwas Circle, Naupada, Thane (West)-
400602, Maharashtra
Contact Person: 1. Mr. Gurvinder Singh Gujral- 9619601005; 2. Mrs. Sneha Rajiv Mishra-88985234603. Mr. Krishna Mishra- 9082626522

Bilaspur Branch)
Ranjesh Bargah (Borrower)

(Co-Borrower)

Mrs. Santoshi Bargah,Manoj Bargah

* Place : CHHATTISGARH Date : 09-01-2024 Sdl/-

i.e, 116.171 5q. Mts, in Residential CDIuny 11,30,054/-
Kanchan Vihar Colony, Dlw_\rslon SheetNo. 12, |

Plot No. 186/24, Gram Panchayat Koni, Mauza Koni, Khasra No 200{24 PH No. 25
RNM Bilaspur, Vikas Khand Bilha, Tehsil and District Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh -
495009. Bounded As: ,East By — Land Of Piyush Sharma, West By — 25 Foot Colony
Road, North By = Plotin Kanchan Vihar Colony , South By — Shanti Gupta’s Land

(Authorised Officer) For Capri Global Housing Finance Limited (CGHFL)

DATE OF E-AUCTION: 13,02.2024, FROM 11.00 A.M. TO 02.00 P.M (WITH UNLIMITED EXTENSION OF 5 MINUTES EACH),
LAST DATE OF SUBMISSION OF BID: 12.02.2024, BEFORE 04.00 P.M.

Fordetailedtermsand conditionsof the Sale, please refer to thelink provided inwww.piramalfinance.com/ e-Auction.html oremail uson pi I

STATUTORY 30 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER SARFAESI ACT TO THE BORROWER/GUARANTOR / MORTGAGOR

\Place : Raipur

@piramal.com

The above mentioned Borrower/Guarantor are hereby noticed to pay the sum as mentioned in section 13(2) notice in full with accrued interest till date before the
date of auction, failing which property will be auctioned/sold and balance dues if any will be recovered with interest and cost from borrower/guarantor.
Date : January 09, 2024

Sd/- (Authorised Officer)
Piramal Capital & Housing Finance Limited/




& the pioneer

RAIPUR | TUESDAY | JANUARY 9, 2024
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ROHIT, KOHLI GET FINAL SHOT AT T20 GLORY

PTI B NEW DELHI

he selectors have clearly
I gone for the status quo

rather than addressing
the elephant in the room by
picking Rohit Sharma and Virat
Kohli for their first T20 series
in 14 months. Will it have a
bearing on Indias chances in
another T20 World Cup?
Only time can tell.
Having endured a heartbreak in
the previous two editions of the
T20 World Cup, the two greats
of the game can’t be faulted for
wanting a final shot at glory in
the format. But the same can’t
be said about the selectors,
who picked a fresh bunch of
players to take the team forward
since the crushing semifinal loss
to England in November 2022.
Now that Rohit and Kohli have
been picked for the home series
against Afghanistan beginning
on January 11, it is a given that
the famed duo will be a part of
India’s squad for the ICC show-
piece in the US and Caribbean
in June.
It also means that India, who
have been guilty of playing
conservative cricket at the top
of the order, are also back to
square one as far as their plan-
ning for the T20 mega event is

concerned.

The two superstars played a
massive role in taking India to
the ODI World Cup final but
can they step up to the demands
of the shortest format where one
needs to go after the bowlers
from ball one?

Rohit, who did not score tons
of runs in the recently held ODI
showpiece but yet managed to
make a compelling impact with
his high risk game, will most
likely carry on in the same vein
when the Afghanistan series
begins in Mohali.

On the other hand, Kohli’s
game is tailor-made for the 50-
over format but he has also
managed to maintain more
than a decent strike rate of
137.96 over 148 T20s. Rohit
strikes at almost 140 in T20s but
he too will need to bat at a high-
er clip to keep up with the fast
changing demands of the mod-
ern game.

In contrast, their teammate and
world’s best T20 batter,
Suryakumar Yadav; bats ata 170
plus strike rate.

The likes of Yashasvi Jaiswal and
Ruturaj Gaikwad showed
promise in the opportunities
they got in the absence of
senior players but there is no
substitute to experience at an

BUT WILL SELECTORS’ SAFE APPROACH COST INDIA ANOTHER WC?
- -

L

ICC event. It’s a sentiment that
has been unanimously voiced
by former players including
Sunil Gavaskar and Sourav
Ganguly, who have backed the
inclusion of Rohit and Kohli in
the T20 squad.

Former India selector
Sarandeep Singh too feels Rohit
and Kohli are best suited for the
job.

!‘It is the right call. In ICC
events, you need players who
can handle pressure well. They
both were great in the ODI
World Cup and are in top form.
However, this development
means it would be very difficult
to accommodate Jaiswal and
Ruturaj,” he told PTL

He also justified the celebrated
pair not playing the shortest for-
mat since November 2022.
“You have to prepare bench
strength also. In all probability
this will be their last T20 World
Cup. If Rohit and Virat were not
rested, you could not have tried
the likes of Jaiswal, Ruturaj,
Jitesh (Sharma) and others.
“Having said that, these two
greats don't need to play the
shortest format to make a come-
back. Eventually, the perfor-
mance of all the World Cup
probables in the IPL will make
the picture clearer for the sub-

sequent World Cup;” the former
India spinner added.

With Rohit and Kohli’s inclu-
sion, it is amply clear that selec-
tors did not want to rock the
boat. Former India opener
Aakash Chopra feels the selec-
tors had to pick both the greats
as they could not have left one
and included the other.

“It seemed they wont play
another T20 World Cup (after
2022) as they had not been play-
ing since the previous edition.
Both are in the same boat.
Even if the selectors thought
about leaving out one of the
two, I don’t think they would
have been able to do that. It was
always about picking both or
otherwise,” Chopra said on his
youtube channel.

Hardik Pandya had led the T20
side in Rohit’s absence and was
expected to lead the team in the
US and Caribbean but another
injury setback seems to have
cost him that chance.

Rohit is back as captain and will
have Kohli by his side to rely on
when India take on the spright-
ly bunch of Afghans in the
three-match series. But most
significantly, will they finally be
able to land an elusive ICC title?
That question will be answered
in five months’ time.

India women eye maiden

120l series win over Australia

PTI B NAVI MUMBAI

The culmination of along and
mixed home season brings
the Indian womens cricket team
one last opportunity to register
a maiden T20I series triumph
over Australia at home when the
two sides square off in the
series-decider here on Tuesday.
With the three-match affair lev-
elled 1-1, Harmanpreet Kaur’s
India have a chance to beat the
reigning world champions
Australia in their own den and
kick off the 2024 T20I World
Cup year in style.

India have only one series win
to show against Australia’s four
in their five-series bilateral T20I
history. Their triumph in an
away affair in 2015-16 sits atop
in the list of achievements for
this side.

However, having registered his-
toric wins in one-off Tests ear-
lier this season against both
Australia and England, India
would want to make this one last
opportunity count.

India were on a roll in the first
game and thrashed Australia by
arecord margin of nine wickets
but their batters cut a sorry fig-
ure in the second. A tricky
pitch here at the DY Patil
Stadium on Sunday did not
allow batters to flourish.

While heavy dew in the first half
of the game assisted India’s
charge with the bat, the absence
of it in the second made the job
of containing the Australian
batters difficult.

Seamers set up Mumbai outright win over Bihar

BRIEF SCORES:
AT PATNA: Mumbai 251 beat

PTI M PATNA

But to their credit, the Indian
bowlers did well to take the
game as deep as possible with
some tight lines and sharp field-
ing. However, the home team’s
fielding has only been sporadi-
cally good.

Kaur’s own form with the bat
will remain a huge concern for
the hosts, who were humbled by
six wickets in the second game.
The Indian captain has not
made a fifty yet in 10 matches so
far across formats in these
games. She has seven single-digit
scores now in 11 innings includ-
ing the first T20I wherein her
services were not required.
“Every player cannot have a
good day everyday, but sudden-
ly anyone can have a very good
day. It is not the case that we are
(right away) aiming for big
shots but we are trying to play
(as per the) merit of the ball,” all-
rounder Deepti Sharma told
the media after the match when
asked if Kaur’s form was a con-
cern for the team.

Deepti waged a lone battle of
sorts with a combative all-round
performance in the second game
scoring a 27-ball 31 in a falter-
ing Indian innings to give them
some late impetus, and also
fought hard with the ball to take
the first two wickets of the four
Australian wickets to fall.

The pitches for the two T20Is so
far have not allowed batters to
go berserk especially in the first
innings, allowing the bowlers to
dominate the proceedings.

“It has been a really good con-

13-2 in the first innings.

In another game, Chhattisgarh

test between bat and ball, there
is something in it for both the
batters and the bowlers,” said
Australias player of the match on
Sunday Kim Garth.
“Especially, coming from the
wicket that we played on the Test
match, (it) was a lot more chal-
lenging for the batters, so it has
been really pleasing that there
has been a bit in it for the
bowlers, particularly with the
new ball,” she added.

Deepti also found the pitch for
the second game a challenging
one to bat on.

“..Jt was not an easy wicket to bat
on. The ball was turning as well
as getting slow (off the surface).
I think we were about 15 runs
short...,” she replied when asked
what went wrong for India.

SQUADS:
INDIA: Harmanpreet Kaur (c),
Smiriti Mandhana (vc), Jemimah
Rodrigues, Shafali Verma,
Deepti Sharma, Yastika Bhatia
(wk), Richa Ghosh (wk),
Amanjot Kaur, Shreyanka Patil,
Mannat Kashyap, Saika Ishaque,
Renuka Singh Thakur, Titas
Sadhu, Pooja Vastrakar, Kanika
Ahuja, Minnu Mani.
AUSTRALIA: Darcie Brown,
Heather Graham, Ashleigh
Gardner, Kim Garth, Grace
Harris, Alyssa Healy (c&wk),
Jess Jonassen, Alana King,
Phoebe Litchfield, Tahlia
McGrath (vc), Beth Mooney
(wk), Ellyse Perry, Megan Schutt,
Annabel Sutherland, Georgia
Wareham.

409 batting first.

Bhui’s ton, combined with fifties

PTI H PRETORIA (SOUTH AFRICA)

outh African wicketkeeper-
batter Heinrich Klaasen has
announced his retirement from
red-ball cricket, bringing cur-
tains to his brief stint in the for-
mat.
Having made his debut against
India in Ranchi in 2019, the 32-
year-old played four matches in
his brief Test career with his final
outing against the West Indies in
Johannesburg last year.
He has scored 104 runs at an
average of 13.00, while his top
score was 35 against Australia in
Sydney.
Klaassen will continue to be
available for the Proteas in
white-ball cricket.
“After a few sleepless nights
wondering if I am making the
right decision, I have decided to
retire from red ball cricket,” he
said in a statement.
“It’s a difficult decision that I
have made because it is by far my
favourite format of the game”
“The battles that I faced on and
off the field has made me the
cricketer I am today.
“It has been a great journey and
I'am glad I could have represent-
ed my country.
“My baggy Test cap is the most
precious cap I have ever been
handed.

“Thanks to everyone that has
played a part in my red ball
career and shaped me into the
cricketer I am today.

“But for now, a new challenge
awaits and looking forward to it”
It is understood that the explo-
sive batter is keen on the T20
franchise leagues with his com-
mitments in the IPL, Hundred,
and MLC.

He has become the second

South African player to retire
from red-ball cricket within a
week.

Dean Elgar also hung up his
boots following the conclusion
of the two-Test series against
India that ended in a 1-1 draw
last week.

Klaasen was dropped for the
India series, as head coach
Shukri Conrad went ahead with
Kyle Verreynne.

Dhull loses captaincy after
defeat in Ranji Trophy opener

PTI B NEW DELHI

Yash Dhull was on Monday
removed as Delhi captain,
hours after the team suffered a
heavy defeat against Puducherry
in their Ranji Trophy opening
match.

Senior batter Himmat Singh
will now lead the side that takes
on Jammu and Kashmir in an
away game from January 12.
In an attempt to revive Delhi’s
flagging fortunes, U-19 World
Cup-winning captain Dhull was
made the skipper of the side in
December 2022.

Since making his debut in
February 2022, Dhull has made
1185 runs at an average of
43.88. Dhull made two and 23
in the nine-wicket loss to
Puducherry at home.

The 21-year-old had also led the
side in the white-ball tourna-
ments earlier in the season.

Himmat Singh
IS new skipper

$ !
b 2 ¢

“Yash is a talented player but is
out of form. We wanted him to
do well as a batter, that is why we
have relieved him of captaincy
duties. Himmat is our senior
player and has done very well for
us. He will captain the side;
DDCA joint secretary Rajan
Manchanda told PTI.

Dhull has struggled against fast
bowlers, of late and was reluc-

RANJI TROPHY

tant to open the innings.
Himmat had led Delhi to a
momentous win over Mumbai
in the former’s absence last sea-
son. The 27-year-old has played
22 first-class games, having
made his debut back in 2017.
The team manages to court
unwanted attention season after
season. Last year, senior players
Nitish Rana and Dhruv Shorey
left Delhi and moved to UP and
Vidarbha respectively.

Senior pacers Navdeep Saini,
who was named in the India A
squad to face visiting England
Lions, and Ishant Sharma won't
be travelling with the team to
Jammu.

It has been learnt that veteran
pacer Ishant will only be avail-
able for Delhi’s home games.
Delhi, who have won Ranji
Trophy seven times, last lifted
the coveted trophy back in
2007-08.

haul as Puducherry

England

PTI B CAPE TOWN

e is an acclaimed T20 free-

lancer but white ball com-
mitments for England is still a
priority for Liam Livingstone,
one of the world’s most destruc-
tive batters in the shortest for-
mat.
Livingstone, who has played 25
ODIs and 38 T20Is for England,
has already plied his trade in IPL
(Rajasthan Royals and Punjab
Kings), Birmingham Phonenix
in The Hundred, Perth
Scorchers in Big Bash League
(BBL) of Australia and Peshawar
Zalmi in Pakistan Super League
(PSL) to name a few.
In the second edition of SA20,
Livingstone will play for MI
Cape Town and he, along with
Kagiso Rabada and skipper
Kieron Pollard, will be the guid-
ing light for the franchise.
How does he balance his calen-
dar in terms of playing for fran-
chise leagues and English white
ball commitments?
“Yeah, I think England comes
first. We see our calendar at the
start of the year and see where
we have gaps. If we feel like it’s
a good opportunity for us to go
away and play franchise cricket,
then we'll do that,” Livingstone
replied to a query from PTL
“If we feel like we need a rest and
it’s going to hinder our interna-
tional cricket, then we'll proba-
bly have a rest. So I guess at the
start of the year, you just try and

still

comes first: Liam

work out when you can play and
where you can go and go from
there;” he added.

Livingstone believes that a
league like SA20 will help
youngsters stake claim for
national berth in their respective
countries.

“Yeah, international cricket is
very different from franchise
cricket. It is what it is. I think it’s
different for the young boys
coming up compared to the
older boys who are already play-
ing international cricket. It's a
great chance for young boys to
make a name for themselves and
showcase their talent.

“I think it’s a little bit different
for the older ones of us, shall I
say that? We've already played
international cricket for a while
now;” the 30-year-old said.
Playing for a legacy franchise like
MI, what’s his expectations?
“Hopefully, lots of entertain-
ment, win games of cricket. I
guess that probably will be the
two biggest things in a franchise
tournament. You want to enter-
tain people that pay money to
come and watch and you want
to win games of cricket for
your franchise.

“So yeah, hopefully we can do
both. You've got to try and get
everybody together, everybody
on the same wavelength.
Hopefully, we can do that over
the next couple of days and start
the season really strong,
Livingstone concluded.

Matthew grabs maiden five wickets

win easy against Delhi

Seamers Shivam Dube (4/10)
and Royston Dias (3/35) pow-
ered Mumbai’s outright win over
Bihar by an innings and 51 runs
in their Ranji Trophy 2023-24 sea-
son opener here on Monday.
Bihar’s fate was decided on the
third day evening itself when they
were reduced to 91/6 following-on,
having made 100 in their first
innings in reply to Mumbai’s 251,
with Mohit Avasthi returning
6/27.

Bihar could not manage a run more
than that in their second attempt
and lost heavily as Mumbai walked
away with seven points.

Dube, who was named in India’s
squad for three T20Is against
Afghanistan, celebrated his call-up
with a superb 11-4-10-7 after 6-3-

also clinched an outright win and
seven points following a 10-wick-
et hammering of Assam, for whom
Riyan Parag produced a record cen-
tury.

Parag cracked 12 sixes and 11 fours
to make 155 from 87 balls for the
second fastest century in the Ranji
Trophy history, but his outstanding
effort had no say in the outcome.
Chhattisgarh, who made 327 in the
first innings, bowled out Assam for
159 in reply and Parag’s ton could
only take his side to 254 in the sec-
ond essay.

Chhattisgarh remained unscathed
in their 87-run chase.

However, at Visakhapatnam, Ricky
Bhui’s marathon 347-ball 175
(23x4s, 1x6s) helped Andhra force
a draw against Bengal who made

from Hanuma Vihari (51) and
Shoaib Khan (56) took Andhra to
445 in reply with a slender 36-run
first-innings lead, thus giving them
three points from the tame draw in
which Bengal reached 87/1 in
their second essay.

At Alapuzzha, the visitors Uttar
Pradesh team walked off with a
draw and three points against
hosts Kerala in a hard-fought con-
test.

UP took a 59-run lead in the first
innings, for they dismissed Kerala
at 243 after posting 302.

In the second innings, Priyam
Garg (106) followed Aryan Juyal
(115) in completing a three-figure
mark as UP declared at 323/3, tak-
ing an overall lead of 382 runs.

In reply, Kerala were 72/2.

Bihar 100 & 100 (Sharman
Nigrodh 40; Shivam Dube 4/10,
Royston Dias 3/35) by an innings
and 51 runs.

AT RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh 327 &
87/0 (Eknath Kerkar 31%, Rishabh
48*) beat Assam 159 & 254 (Riyan
Parag 155; Vashudev Bareth 3/59,
Jivesh Butte 3/37) by 10 wickets.
AT VISAKHAPATNAM: Bengal
409 & 82/1 (Sourav Paul 30%;
Shoaib Md Khan 1/16) drew with
Andhra 445 (Hanuma Vihari 51,
Ricky Bhui 175, Shoaib Khan 56;
Mohammed Kaif 3/62).

AT ALAPPUZHA: Uttar Pradesh
302 & 323/3d (Aryan Juyal 115,
Priyam Garg 106; Basil Thampi
1/30) drew with Kerala 243 & 72/2
(Rohan Kunnummal 42; Kuldeep
Yadav 1/19).

PTI W NEW DELHI

Medium—pacer Abin Matthew
hogged the limelight with a maid-
en five-wicket haul as Puducherry
bowlers came up with an exceptional
show to orchestrate a commanding
nine-wicket win over hosts Delhi in their
Ranji Trophy opener here on Monday.
Resuming on 126/8 in their second
innings, Delhi managed to add 19
more runs before being bowled out for
145.

Mathew claimed a career best 5/39 to
dismantle the Delhi batting order.
Gaurav Yadav (3/49) and Saurabh Yadav
(2/43) also contributed to Delhi’s down-
fall to give them an easy 51-run chase.
In reply, Puducherry lost opener Akash
Kargave (23) with seven runs shy from
the target.

Jay Pande (21 not out) and Marimuthu
Vikneshwaran (7 not out) then sealed
the chase in the very next over.

BARODA WIN EASY VERSUS
ODISHA

Off-spinner Mahesh Pithiya’s impressive
five-wicket haul complemented
Shashwat Rawat’s stellar 102 in the sec-
ond innings as hosts Baroda defeated
Odisha by 147 runs in Vadodara.

Set a tall chase of 432, Odisha were bun-
dled out for 284.

In only his fifth Ranji match, the bud-
ding 22-year-old Pithiya showcased
immense skill and determination to
return figures of 5/61.

Brief Scores

AT DELHI: Delhi 148 and 145; 46.4
overs (Abin Mathew 5/39, Gaurav
Yadav 3/49, Saurabh Yadav 2/43).

Puducherry 244 and 51/1; 13.4 overs.
Puducherry won by nine wickets. Points:
Puducherry 6, Delhi 0.

AT VADODARA: Baroda 351 and
258/4 declared. Odisha 178 and 284;
101.5 overs (Shantanu Mishra 78,
Anurag Sarangi 56, Sandeep Pattnaik 51,
Suryakant Pradhan 46; Mahesh Pithiya
5/61). Baroda won by 147 runs. Points:
Baroda 6, Odisha 0.

AT JAMMU: Jammu & Kashmir 100.
Himachal Pradesh 120/1. Match drawn.
Points Himachal Pradesh 3, Jammu &
Kashmir 1.

AT DEHRADUN: Madhya Pradesh
323 and 243/3 declared. Uttarakhand
192 and 266/8; 95 overs (Piryanshu
Khanduri 62, Aditya Tare 51, Kunal
Chandela 50; Kumar Kartikeya 4/73,
Saransh Jain 3/77). Match drawn. Points
MP 3, Uttarakhand 1.



